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Presidential Address 


To the 109th Annual Convention of the Theosophical Society, 
Adyar, 26 December 1984 


MEMBERS of the Theosophical Society 
are so often called Theosophists’ that the 
appellation does not carry with it the 
sense of nobility and worthiness that it 
should. The term drya, from which Aryan 
is derived, referred in the long past to a 
person or thing of an elevated nature. 
When the Buddha taught the way to 
freedom from suffering, that way was 
called the drya, ‘noble’ Path, for he who 
treads this path is lifted out of the pain of 
worldly existence into the lofty realm of 
Wisdom. But the word lost its significance 
as time passed and came to be associated 
merely with a social group; the Nazis 
further degraded it by associating it with 
their own wickedly ignoble activities. 

The word ‘Theosophist’ too has a lofty 
sense. It refers to those who. by their 
mode of life and contemplation, draw 
ever closer to the divine principle, and 
thereby realize more and more the light of 
Wisdom and Truth. The least meaning 
that can be attached to the word was 
indicated by H.P.B. when she wrote; ‘It is 
easy to become a Theosophist. Any 
person of average intellectual capacities, 
and a leaning towards the metaphysical; 
of pure, unselfish life, who finds more joy 
in helping his neighbour than in receiving 
help himself, one who is ever ready to 
sacrifice his own pleasures for the sake of 


other people; and who loves Truth, 
Goodness and Wisdom for their own sake, 
not for the benefit they may confer—is a 
Theosophist.’ A member of the 
Theosophical Society who makes no 
serious attempt to embody even the 
minimum stated here, does not by any 
means earn the right to be called a 
Theosophist. In fact the reason for 
becoming a member of the Theosophical 
Society should be the desire to become a 
true Theosophist. If the Society were to 
have a membership which is little 
concerned with the necessary 
qualifications, it would be a useless 
organization, serving to downgrade the 
meaning of the word ‘Theosophist’. 

All members of the Theosophical 
Society cannot be expected to be 
spiritually mature and wise; those who are 
wise may not need to be members of any 
organization. But though imperfection 
may exist in those who join the Society, 
they have to distinguish themselves by 
sincerity in the pursuit of Truth, 
Goodness and Wisdom, by their 
uprightness of conduct and unselfishness. 

Right perception involves insight into 
the nature of the real and the unreal. The 
unreal is. of course, without value for 
those who can see. It has illusory value for 
others. Materialism, selfishness and 
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suffering are products of wrong 
knowledge. If these are on the increase, it 
is because there are so few who take the 
trouble to acquire uiveka or spiritual 
discernment through the necessary 
means. The vast majority of human 
beings unthinkingly accept the values 
prevalent in their immediate environment 
and the group to which they belong. But 
those who enter the Theosophical Society 
must be as ‘new born’ and put to use their 
spiritual faculties. 

Materialism arises out of attachment to 
immediately perceptible objects and 
doubt or disbelief in that which cannot be 
grasped and enjoyed in the known and 
predictable future. Selfish conflict and all 
kinds of suffering are unavoidable effects 
of materialistic beliefs. The discerning 
mind, on the other hand, recognizes the 
unreal for what it is and obtains insight 
into that which is of indestructible value. 
The true members of the Theosophical 
Society are those whose discriminative 
faculty is growing in such a way that they 
can no more adopt the attitudes and 
pursuits which promote selfishness and 
conflict. ‘Theosophy has to inculcate 
ethics; it has to purify the soul', as H.P.B. 
declared. 

1 he strength of our Society depends 
very much on the capacity of its members 
to free themselves of selfishness, self- 
interest and self-preoccupation, because 
only a purified mind can have access to 
divine knowledge, Theosophy in the 
profoundest sense of the term. 

This brings us to the question of what 
kind of study and contemplation is most 
desirable. Once again, there has to be 
discrimination, especially since the 
output of literature and information is 
continually increasing and time and 


energy should not be wasted in acquiring 
unessential knowledge. Essential 
knowledge has to do with the essence, the 
heart of things. It does not pertain merely 
to forms, but sees forms in relation to the 
life which animates. It is not a gathering 
of facts and putting them together: it 
offers insights into the unitary truth. The 
mind does not stagnate any more in its 
perplexities and antipathies. It is lifted to 
a state of Harmony and Peace. In short, 
essential knowledge is that which enables 
a person to live in a totally different way. 
leaving behind everything which is unreal 
and ignoble. 

The choice lies before every member of 
the Theosophical Society of occupying 
himself with thoughts and ideas which 
leave him where he is. or applying his 
mind to essential matters and 
contemplating them in such a way that he 
becomes a beneficent force in nature. 

It is clear that knowing 'theosophy 
should make a Theosophist of a person, as 
described by H.P.B. in the words quoted 
above, and which as already mentioned 
outline the minimum qualifications. If 
there is no growth of unselfishness and 
increase of such qualities as love, 
sympathy and harmony, then one has to 
conclude that what one knows is not 
Theosophy but something else. The test 
of real theosophical knowledge is in the 
quality of living and the nature of the 
relationships to which it leads. 

It is well known that mental concepts 
and intellectual accomplishments can 
lead a person astray, because it is so easy 
to believe that concepts correspond to 
truth. Pride of a subtle kind often clouds 
the perception of an individual who has 
mental grasp. It is important to be aware 
of this problem while studying the 



considerable mass of available 
theosophical literature. It is not a virtue 
to be mentally slothful or obtuse. The 
essence of things is in the depth and 
cannot be comprehended by a dull mind. 
Therefore, a Tine balance has to be 
maintained in the journey to truth. The 
Lord Buddha taught that nobility is in 
the middle way and not in the extremes, a 
teaching which has implications that need 
to be thoroughly probed and understood. 

The Theosophical Society aims at 
gathering together earnest seekers for 
truth, seekers who ask for truth that it 
may benefit all and not just themselves. 
In the lives of such persons, the end 
cannot be divorced from the means. The 
approach to truth and knowledge is as 
important as truth itself. Therefore, 
everything in daily life has to be related 
and integrated in a sense of wholeness. It 
has become commonplace to regard 
religious activities as separate from the 
daily processes of the mind and the 
emotional contacts made with other 
people and things. But Theosophy cannot 
be put in a compartment. Theosophical 
knowledge cannot be divorced from 
motivations, emotions and subconscious 
mental movements which exist in a 
person. All real perceptions and the 
awareness which comes out of spiritual 
discernment are of an indivisible nature. 
When the mind has the tendency to keep 
its concepts in separate compartments, to 
divide ends from means, attitudes from 
goals, and so forth, the light of 
Theosophy is absent. 

We are living in a world full of 
contradictions. There is much talk of 
peace and preparation for war. There is 
progress in technological and other fields 
and grim poverty and extreme distress in 
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large parts of the world. There is increase 
of knowledge along with debasement of 
values. All this is a reflection on a large 
scale of an absence of integration in man's 
mind. When there is real theosophical 
knowledge, it acts as an antidote to such 
ills. Otherwise it is not Theosophy. 

Being a member of the Theosophical 
Society involves constant and serious 
attention to the nature of humanity's 
suffering and problems and helping the 
human mind to become free. The average 
man is hardly concerned with anything 
other than himself and his own 
advancement. To learn to be a 
Theosophist means not to be self* 
preoccupied and to open wide one’s heart 
and mind. 

Not infrequently the question is asked: 
In which country is the Society working 
best? Or, is the Theosophical Society 
successful? It may not be difficult to 
answer these questions in terms of the 
number of members or activities in the 
different Sections of the Society. But such 
an answer is really unsatisfactory, because 
the progress and effectiveness of the 
Society depend more on the level of 
purity, benevolence and love of truth of 
its members than on mere numbers and 
external activities. Probably it is the 
public which can judge best. If the 
membership lives up to the lofty ideals 
which earn the right to be called 
theosophist, the respect of the public will 
be gained. But if there is a tendency to 
talk of noble and elevated things without 
trying to put them into practice, the 
public is bound to be indifferent or 
sceptical. 

In presenting the yearly account of 
work around the world, it is hardly 
possible to assess the qualitative work and 
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the progress made in real terms because 
they are not measurable. I can only 
describe events and activities and bring 
out some salient features of the work in 
the different Sections and areas, which I 
shall try to do. 

A part of the Theosophical world 
which receives very few visitors and is 
handicapped by insufficient commu¬ 
nication is Africa. 

In West Africa. English-speaking 
members form part of the West African 
Federation which held a successful 
Annual Convention at Accra in Ghana. 
The organizing secretary. Mr J.O.K. 
Ed use i, his deputy Mr Paul Kwakyi. and 
Mr Charles Baiden. visited various places. 
The journal of the Federation has been 
resuscitated and about 3000 copies of At 
the Feet of the Master have been sold. An 
attempt is being made to get a 
headquarters building in Accra. We have 
been informed that 'there is a wave of 
inner awakening’. In order to create links 
with and help the French-speaking 
members in West Africa, the General 
Secretary of the French Section. Madame 
Fran^oise Caracostea and Madame 
Danielle Audoin toured the area. The 
French Section is also most generously 
organizing a special summer school in 
Brittany for African members attached to 
the French Section and aiding them in 
every possible way to go to France and 
participate. 

Only brief telegraphic comments have 
been received from the F.ast and Central 
African Section. South Africa received 
Miss lanthe Hoskins as a guest at their 
Convention, which gave a fillip to their 
work. Durban Lodge has obtained its own 
premises and we are told that Cape Town 
Lodge made 'a wonderful recovery’. 


In the American Section, which has 76 
Branches and 84 Study Centres, it is 
planned to bring Theosophy in brief 
leaflets to a large number of people. They 
are also preparing three leaflets in 
Spanish for distribution. Three issues of 
The Theosophical Research Journal have 
been published. The special issues of The 
American Theosophist have brought in 
more than 2.400 new subscribers. Audio¬ 
visual programmes are being increasingly 
used for expounding theosophical 
principles. 

The Canadian Section is planning to 
resuscitate the North American 
Theosophical Students’ Conference 
which was a successful co-operative 
programme of the Canadian and 
American Sections for a few years. The 
conference will be open to all students of 
Theosophy, regardless of affiliation. The 
Section received a visit from Dr C.V. 
Agarwal, General Secretary of the Indian 
Section, who lectured and conducted 
workshops for the Lodges. 

In Latin America the numerically 
largest Section is Brazil. The General 
Secretary reports that several 
theosophical books have been published 
or reprinted and that the income from 
sales has helped the work of the Section. 
He visited a number of places in order to 
discuss the work and give lectures. In 
Argentina there has been an increase of 
members. They also use audio-visual 
means to disseminate Theosophy. 
Translation of important theosophical 
books not yet available in Spanish goes on 
all the time. 

Under the auspices of the Inter- 
American Theosophical Federation, a 
programme was organized in Uruguay 
which was attended by the President of 
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the Federation and General Secretaries 
from several Sections. The report from 
the Presidential Representative in 
Venezuela is optimistic. There seems to 
be more enthusiasm and activity in 
Caracas. Mr Walter Ballesteros. General 
Secretary of the Colombian Section, 
helped the work by making a visit to 
Caracas. In Peru there are four Lodges 
which in fact work as one Lodge, because 
the total number of members is small, but 
they hope that in the near future there 
will be an increase of strength. The work 
in Bolivia has been made difficult by the 
political condition, strikes and so forth. 
But the members are carrying on loyally 
under the direction of Mr Mario Cariaga 
Aramayo, who is the Presidential 
Representative. 

Four books in Spanish, including 
H.P.B.’s The Key to Theosophy, have 
been reprinted in Mexico. They plan to 
publish next Seven Great Religions by 
Annie Besant. Attempts are being made 
to start new Lodges in some towns. The 
General Secretary for Puerto Rico, Prof. 
Miguel A. Charneco, was instrumental in 
organizing a summer school in Puerto 
Rico, which turned out to be very useful. 
Members from the Central American 
countries, Mexico and the United States 
participated. The American Section has 
encouraged and aided this project, which 
brought together workers who would not 
otherwise have had an opportunity to 
meet and study together. 

The work in all these countries is co¬ 
ordinated by the Inter-American 
Theosophical Federation. The Federation 
has undertaken various publications in 
Spanish, organizes tours of well-known 
lecturers in the Latin American countries 
and also generally encourages the work. 


The present President of the Federation is 
Mr Manuel Farinich. 

Rather isolated from the rest of Latin 
America is Cuba, which has nearly 500 
members working in several active Lodges 
which meet regularly. Study classes and 
lectures are so organized that every day 
there is a programme in one or other of 
the Lodges. 

Portugal and Spain together benefited 
from an Iberian Theosophical Week, 
which brought nearly one hundred 
Spanish members to Portugal. Both these 
countries received for the first time a visit 
from an International President in office. 
Spain reports that a small department of 
publications has been established by one 
of its Branches. Attempts are being made 
to spread Theosophy more widely 
throughout the country. 

Italy is one of the Sections where 
membership has been steadily growing. 
In the last decade, the Section's journal 
has also been going to an ever wider 
public. Lodges in Rome, Genoa, Milan 
and Trieste have acquired their own 
premises since the Section at last became 
a legal entity. During the last twelve 
years, 27 books were published in Italian; 
the latest publications being the fourth 
volume of The Secret Doctrine and Annie 
Besant’s Karma and The Fundamental 
Laws of Theosophy. 

Poitiers in France was the venue of the 
F.uropean Congress, which was attended 
by about three hundred members from 
Europe and also from the French- 
speaking part of Canada. Work goes on 
steadily in the Section, and the General 
Secretary, with an enthusiastic band of 
colleagues, has been active in bringing 
out publications and doing everything to 
stimulate the work. 
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In Belgium, also, a small band of 
devoted workers is doing its best to keep 
the flame of Theosophy alight. Here as 
well as in Switzerland the membership is 
small but there is the hope that a new 
impetus will bring greater strength. 

Iceland is one of the Scandinavian 
group of countries, but isolated to a large 
extent from the rest of Europe by 
distance. However, the Society in this 
country has earned the attention and 
respect of the public by the quality of its 
programmes. The magazine of the 
Section goes out to more than two 
thousand persons. I had the great 
pleasure of visiting the Section for the first 
time and coming to know the members 
and the work personally. 

In Denmark. C.W. Leadbeater's The 
Astral Plane, Invisible Helpers and A 
Textbook of Theosophy as well as 
Geoffrey Barborka's The Divine Plan 
were published. Lectures and other 
programmes are going on. It is reported 
that in Norway there is increasing interest 
among younger persons. The Norwegian 
Theosophical Publishing House was re¬ 
established and its work began with At 
the Feet of the Master. The summer 
school in Sweden turned into a gathering 
of Scandinavian members because of the 
number who came from Denmark and 
Norway. Seven Swedish members 
attended the European School of 
Theosophy. The Finnish Section is an 
active one, which maintains contacts with 
other suitable organizations. The summer 
house of the Finnish Section, named 
Kreivila, has become a gathering-place 
for many different kinds of work allied to 
that of the Society. 

T he General Secretary of the 
Netherlands Section reports that a two- 


years’ training course was started in 
September 1983, with about 25 members. 
This was continued in 1984. Among 
publications being prepared is the 
Abridgement of the Secret Doctrine. In 
the German Section, a theosophical 
library for children and young people was 
started. The General Secretary. Mrs Eva 
Maas, reports that the main thrust of the 
work was directed to the younger 
generation. Every year a summer school is 
held. In Austria, one of the important 
activities has been publication work, 
which is done by Adyar Verlag. In 1984. a 
second German edition of the 
Abridgement of the Secret Doctrtne was 
brought out. 

Many problems have beset the 
theosophical work in Yugoslavia because 
the erstwhile officers of the Section acted 
in unconstitutional and inappropriate 
ways more than once and an undesirable 
influence was exerted in favour of another 
organization, which created a split among 
the members. The General Council 
resolved to take firm action. Accordingly, 
some Lodges were dissolved and the 
remaining ones constitute the present 
Section. There is every hope that in the 
future the work will be carried on more in 
consonance with the character of the 
Society and the real nature of its aims and 
objectives. 

In the English Section the national dues 
were raised, and perhaps because of that, 
there was a fall in membership. At the 
London Headquarters a variety of 
programmes takes place throughout each 
week. In the Tekels Park Estate also a 
number of seminars and workshops were 
organized. The Theosophical Publishing 
House has again had a successful year. 
Apart from reprints, they brought out a 
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compilation of articles by P.G. Bowen. 
The General Secretary writes: 'Our broad 
policy in the English Section remains the 
advancement of Theosophy in an eclectic 
and up-to-date way. hoping that many of 
those who attend our fringe activities will 
take up the deep study of H.P. Blavatsky. 
Annie Besant. Krishnamurti and others 
who have created the main stream of 
Theosophical thought since the Society's 
foundation in 1875.’ 

Mrs Margaret Senior was appointed 
Presidential Representative for Scotland 
earlier this year because there was no duly 
elected General Secretary for some time. 
Various adjustments have to be made as a 
consequence, but it is hoped that it will 
not be too long before the work can be 
reorganized and that there will be the 
necessary basis for the Section to resume 
its existence. The passing away of Mrs 
Pape removed from the Scottish scene a 
devoted member, who joined the Society 
in 1909. In Northern Ireland the number 
of members attending meetings is said to 
be on the increase. Some members 
attended the regional summer school at 
Ripon in England. In Dublin, a new set of 
officers has taken charge after a long 
period of difficulty, partly caused by the 
previous General Secretary becoming 
resident in a different continent. Perhaps 
now there will be a fresh impetus and 
Theosophy will spread outside Dublin 
into the rest of the Republic of Ireland. 

The Australian General Secretary 
reports that the past year ‘reflected an 
active and stable year*. A new Lodge and 
group were inaugurated in Queensland. 
As the result of a science seminar held at 
the Manor Centre in Sydney, a 
Theosophy Science Group was started 
with Dr Hugh Murdoch as convener. The 


first Newsletter was issued in August 
1984. The New Zealand Section received 
a fine collection of books as a bequest 
from Mr Geoffrey Hodson. As reported by 
me last year, in this Section they use a 
variety of means to carry Theosophy to 
the public. The magazine Theosophy in 
New Zealand, the cassette library, films 
and so forth, kept up the membership 
level which now stands at 1,559. 

Conditions have been difficult in the 
Philippines, but plans have been made to 
disseminate Theosophy more widely and 
give intensive training to workers. The 
Board of the Section decided to start a 
Theosophical Foundation in order to 
provide the Society’s work with a sure 
financial base. 

The General Secretary of the 
Indonesian Section reports that they have 
published a translation of H.P.B.'s 
Practical Occultism They have a total of 
twelve books in translation. A new project 
was the organization of a training session 
which was held in East Java and was 
conducted by Mr Soejatno, former 
General Secretary. In Burma and Sri 
Lanka the work is being carried on as 
usual. Sri Lanka has eight Lodges with 
varied programmes. 

Dr C.V. Agarwal. General Secretary of 
the Indian Section, has made plans to 
have a Department of Studies at the 
Headquarters in Varanasi. He reports the 
publication of several books in regional 
languages. At long last, a property in 
dispute in the capital city of Delhi came 
into the possession of the Section, 
providing a suitable centre of activity for 
this important city. The Section proposes 
to celebrate its Centenary in 1990. 

In 1883, the Mahatma K.H, wrote 
about how deeply ‘his poor people*. 
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namely Indians, had sunk. As one who 
watches the signs of fluttering life beside a 
dying bed. and counts the feeble breaths 
to learn if there may still be room for 
hope, so we Aryan exiles in our snowy 
retreat have been attentive to this issue’, 
he said. 'The word Patriotism has now 
scarcely any electric power over the 
Indian heart. The "Cradle Land of Arts 
and Creeds” swarms with unhappy 
beings, precariously provided for. and 
vexed by demagogues who have 
everything to gain by chicane and 
impudence. ... If it be permissible to 
symbolize things subjective by 
phenomena objective, 1 should say that to 
the psychic sight India seems covered with 
a stifling grey fog the odic emanation 
from her vicious social state. Here and 
there twinkles a point of light which 
marks a nature still somewhat spiritual, a 
person who aspires and struggles after the 
higher knowledge. If the beacon of Aryan 
occultism shall ever be kindled again, 
these scattered sparks must be combined 
to make its flame. And this is the task of 
the T.S.* 

Though a hundred years have passed 
since this was written, the condition of 
India and the task of the T.S. in India 
remain the same. The Asoka Chakra 
movement and later the New Life for 
India movement were started under the 
inspiration of our former Presidents. 
Jinarajadasa and Sri Ram. for the 
purpose of lifting the moral gloom which 
lies over India. The response to these 
initiatives has been apathetic. The call 
before the members of the Indian Section 
is clear and urgent. As the Section nears 
its centenary, it has the opportunity to 
make a new and dynamic effort. 

I am glad to say that a new Lodge has 


been formed in Japan in addition to the 
one which already existed in Tokyo. A 
charter has also been given for a new 
Lodge in Korea. Such Lodges in 
theosophically isolated areas are of course 
a possible nucleus for wider work in the 
future. 

The World Theosophical Youth 
Federation is still very much concentrated 
in Brazil where it works through six youth 
groups. The youth groups try to meet 
young people’s needs and problems and 
take the help of older members in this 
work. 

This year I made an extensive tour of 
the European Sections for more than 
three and a half months, speaking at a 
number of summer schools and also to the 
public. Visits to countries such as Iceland. 
Spain, Portugal, Italy and Yugoslavia, 
where I had not been in personal contact 
before, were most useful. The devotion of 
members was evidenced by the long 
distances they travelled, sacrificing their 
holidays in order that we could meet and 
discuss various aspects of the work. 

Both the Vice-President. Mr Surendra 
Narayan, and I took every opportunity of 
supporting the work in the Indian Section 
by our travels. Miss Joy Mills lectured in 
Australia and New Zealand and was 
received, as usual, with much 
appreciation. Mrs Seetha Neelakantan 
lectured through South and Central 
America and then spent a considerable 
period of time in lecturing for the 
Krotona Centre in California and the 
American Section. Miss Ianthe Hoskins 
paid a visit to South Africa as already 
mentioned earlier. 

I he 1 heosophical Order of Service has 
been active in many countries. It is not 
possible to report here in detail the 
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various activities of the Order all over the 
world, but the information is available for 
those who seek it. Mr C. Seshadri, who is 
the International Secretary of the T.O.S., 
issues a newsletter periodically. I appeal 
to members everywhere to give their full 
support to the T.O.S., seeing that there is 
widespread distress everywhere. The 
latest and most tragic example is the 
famine in Africa which has led to the 
death of millions. Even though there may 
not be such extreme need elsewhere, the 
suffering that people and animals endure 
is enormous and the more fortunate 
among us must do whatever little w'e can 
to relieve such suffering. 

Work at the International Head¬ 
quarters has been progressing well. I am 
glad to report that there has been 
considerable improvement in the 
productivity of the garden. We have 
again given special attention to the great 
Banyan tree. It has been richly manured 
and protected against fungus and insects. 
On the advice of an expert from the 
Botanical Survey of India in Calcutta, 
numerous new roots have been 
propagated which will eventually add to 
the nourishment and strength of the tree. 

In connection with the garden, I report 
the passing of Mr N. Yagnesvara Sastry 
who was Adviser and Honorary 
Superintendent of the Garden for many 
years. His gTeat love of plants and 
botanical knowledge distinguished him 
among those who were in charge of the 
garden. A memorial for him exists in the 
form of the many rare trees he planted 
here. 

The programme of building walls to 
protect our boundaries went on 
throughout the year. It is interesting to 
note that about a century ago the report 


of the Society mentions the need to build 
walls. With a little more effort we will 
have walls on every side of the estate. The 
next step will be to plant thorny shrubs 
next to the walls within the compound to 
make it even more forbidding for anyone 
to jump in. These measures are necessary 
to reduce theft of garden produce and 
protect the trees and other vegetation 
from being cut down by those who collect 
wood. Many of our buildings have been 
infested by termites whose voracious 
appetite for wood affects rafters, beams 
and doors and endangers the structure 
itself. Therefore anti-termite treatment 
on a large scale was undertaken, costly 
though it was. This, and certain other 
essential measures to protect buildings, 
accounts for increased expenditure on 
maintenance. 

Madras city along with the coastal area 
of south-eastern India was battered by 
two cyclones this year, the first one of 
which was unusually violent, with wind- 
speeds mounting from 150 to 180 kms per 
hour. Our estate lost more than one 
hundred coconut palms and very many 
other trees as well. A long stretch of 
boundary wall built in the old days was 
also knocked down. It will be some time 
before all the debris is cleared and repairs 
made. 

A number of books have been brought 
out by the T.P.H. recently with a more 
attractive design than before. It is part of 
the programme of T.P.H. to try and 
increase sales by giving the publications a 
better appearance. During the coming 
year some new titles will be forthcoming. 
The co-operation and increased efficiency 
of the Y'asanta Press has had much part in 
the effort to improve T.P.H. productions, 
we are glad to have on the staff of the 
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Press Mr B.K. Rao. an experienced 
priming specialist. 

The Adyar Library and Research 
Centre is approaching its centenary and 
various programmes leading up to that 
event in 1986 are being planned. The 
Director of the Library. Dr K. Kunjunni 
Raja, toured and lectured in various 
Indological centres in*Scandinavia. With 
much regret we report the sudden demise 
of Dr A.G. Krishna Warrier, an 
outstanding scholar who was resident at 
Adyar and doing honorary work in the 
Library. However, the Library enjoys the 
benefit of having two other scholars. Dr 
E.R. Sreekrishna Sarma and Dr K.V. 
Sarma, whose help we much appreciate. 

As usual, there were two sessions of the 
Centre of Studies this year. During the 
first session, the Ven. Prof. Rinpoche 
gave a well-attended course on select 
verses from the Dhammapada. Another 
course was given by me on The Voice of 
the Silence. Studies of some themes from 
The Secret Doctrine took place under the 
guidance of Mrs Seetha Neelakantan. Mr 
Rohit Mehta was the Director of the 
second session of the Centre. During this 
period, a larger number of students, 
including one from Sweden, received 
scholarships. The main theme was 
Theosophy as the basis of Yoga- 
Psychology. A special feature of this 
session was the number of extramural 
lectures open to the public which took 
place in the hall. 

Last year the General Council decided 
that the separate piece of land owned by 
the Society adjacent to the main gate 
should be used for social work. On May 
8th, White Lotus Day, a Social Welfare 
Centre was inaugurated in that place. It 
integrates the Child Welfare Centre of the 


Society and the varied activities of the 
Olcott Welfare Society started by the late 
Dr Jean Raymond. We hope that this 
small beginning will grow into a fine 
institution for serving the large number of 
poor people in the surrounding areas. 
Volunteers and funds are. of course, 
needed. 

There have been very few changes in 
the Headquarters staff. Mr Sabry El- 
Hakim, whose excellent work as 
Superintendent of Leadbeater Chambers 
was appreciated by everyone, had 
unfortunately to go back to Cairo for 
family reasons. Since then. Miss Dara 
Kobor has been shouldering the 
responsibility. Very recently Mr S.N. 
Muni Rao has taken charge of the H.P.B. 
Hostel. The Headquarters still needs a 
few technically qualified volunteer 
workers, including a horticulturist and 
members capable of assisting the 
Superintendent of the Maintenance 
Department. 

Our Headquarters was host for the 
inauguration of the Environmental 
Society of Madras in the first part of this 
year. I have been associated with the 
environmental work as President of the 
Environmental Society. In the short time 
in which it has existed, it has several 
achievements to its credit mainly because 
of the dynamism of its secretary, Mrs 
Pt^ina Srinivasan. With their awareness 
of the interlinked and unitary nature of 
life, members of the Theosophical Society 
cannot but take interest in environmental 
protection. 

The task of the Theosophical Society is 
not confined to just one plane of 
existence, physical, mental, moral or 
spiritual. Our Society is concerned with 
the progress of man at all levels. In fact 
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all levels of existence form part of one 
being. Any spiritual progress we make has 
its impact on how we act at other levels, 
from the physical to the mental and 
intellectual, for spiritual consciousness is 
compassionate and wise living. 
Indifference to what exists and takes 
place at the physical level, and impurity 
at the emotional and mental level, are 


incompatible with spiritual consciousness. 
The unitary view of life not only implies 
indivisibility of all that exists on any 
plane, but also the oneness of all the levels 
or planes of existence. Theosophy is the 
realization of that absolute Oneness. 

RADHA BURNIER 
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

TREASURER S REPORT 

I have pleasure in presenting this report on the accounts and finances of the Society 
for the year ended 30th September 1984. 

I am glad to say that compared to last year there is only a marginal increase of 
Rs. 19,067 in the overall deficit. The net excess of expenditure over income in the 
departments, in the aggregate shows an increase of Rs. 237,163, which is due to increased 
attention given to the maintenance of the Estate. The overall expenditure excluding 
the departmental expenditure is up by Rs. 221,074, which to some extent is represented 
by increase in security measures. But as interest on investments has increased by 
Rs. 339,258, the overall result is satisfactory. 

DEPARTMENTAL RESULTS: 

1. Adyar Library: The publication account shows a deficit of Rs. 11,405 as 
against Rs. 25,984 in the preceding year. The overall net expenditure is up by Rs. 35,471. 
This is mostly due to increase in the expenditure on the maintenance of air-conditioning 
equipment and depreciation on assets other than books. During the year under report, 
in order to meet the needs of the Library, a Minolta Copier was purchased for Rs. 128,310 
for which a grant of Rs. 80,000 was received from the Government of India. 

2. Bhojanasala: 

(a) Boat ding: The net deficit is down by Rs. 5,019 

(b) I .odging: The net surplus is down by Rs. 3,355 

3. Garden Department: Due to large scale manuring done last year the yield 
from coconuts has gone up by Rs. 53,626. Cashewnuts and tamarind have respectively 
given an increased yield of Rs. 22,871 and Rs. 19,386. The overall gross return from 
cultivation has gone up by Rs. 105,535. The expenditure on General Maintenance is 
up by Rs. 36,419. The fluctuations in establishment and other expenditure have been 
within reasonable limits. The oveiall deficit has come down to Rs. 11,420 as against 
Rs. 56,439 in the previous year. There is thus an appreciable improvement in the 
performance of the Garden Department. 

4. Leadbeater Chambers: 

(a) Boarding: The net deficit is up by Rs. 3,711 

(b) Lodging: The net surplus is down by Rs. 2,323 

5. Maintenance Department: 

The net expenditure on electricity consumption has gone up by Rs. 25,500 which 
is due to increase in tariff effective from June 1984 and increased use of electricity for 
street lighting etc. which was restricted last year because of the electricity cut. The 
establishment and other expenses have increased by Rs. 13,142. There has hern some 
increase is the expenditure on the maintenance of boundaries, street lights etc. due to 
the increase in the cost of material and labour. 
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The buildings damaged by white ants 
had to be given anti-termite treatment. 
This had not been done for a number 
of years in the past. The expenditure 
on this item incurred up to the end of 
September 1984 came to Rs. 61,044. 
Extensive repairs costing Rs. 49,762 had 
to be done to the buildings where the 
Olcott Memorial High School is located. 
Substantial repairs had also to be done 
to the other buildings. This additional 
expenditure, which could not be foreseen, 
but all the same was very much needed, 
came to Rs. 181,105. The overall net 
expenditure on the maintenance of the 
Estate went up by Rs. 245,873. 

6. The Theosophical Publishing 
House: 

(a) The Thcosophist: 

The expenditure is up by Rs. 35.018, 
mainly because of increased printing 
and postage charges. The income is 
down by Rs. 6,201. The overall deficit 
is up by Rs. 41,219. 

(b) The Adyar Newsletter: 

The income is nearly the same as 
last year. The expenditure has gone 
down by Rs. 10,175. There is thus a net 
surplus of Rs. 3,431 as against a deficit of 
Rs. 7,109 in the previous year. 

(c) The Theosophical Publishing 
House: 

The sale proceeds have gone down 
b Y 210,697. Last year the sales were 
unusually high because of a bulk supply of 
The Secret Doctrine. The drop in sales 
this year was to some extent also due to 
requisite stocks not being available. The 
publication expenses have gone down by 
R*. 70,322. The purchase of books, 
incense sticks, stationery etc. is less by 
Rs. 25,999. The royalty receipts have 


gone up by Rs. 44,312. The net income 
comes to Rs. 151,958 this year as against 
Rs. 180,993 last year. 

7. Vasanta Preas: The Production 
surplus is up by Rs. 26,752. The expenses, 
including depreciation, have been nearly 
the same as last year. An income of 
Rs. 16,943 was received by the sale of 
scrap. The overall deficit is down by 
Rs. 43,772. 

8. Capital Expenditure: Construc¬ 
tion of the compound wall was continued 
and an expenditure of Rs. 620,909 in¬ 
curred duiing the year. The expen¬ 
diture on new buildings in Damodar 
Gardens, which has been met from specific 
donations received for that purpose, 
came to Rs. 1,554,128 as on 30.9.84. The 
other main items of capital expenditure 
are as follows: 


Minolta Copier (Adyar 


Library) 

Rs 

128,310 

Bullock-carts (Garden 
Department) 

Rs 

7,200 

Generator (Rewinding & 
Re-condi tinning) 

Rs. 

14,682 

Tools & Equipment 
(Maintenance) 

Rs. 

5,854 

Tools & Equipment 
(Vasanta Press) 

Rs. 

5,997 

Cots for Convention 

Rs. 

37,844 

BALANCE SHEET: 

1. General Fund: 

The General Fund lias increased bv the 

transfer of the following: 

Donations received for 
the construction of 
new buildings in the 
Damodar Gardens 

Rs. 687,299 

T.P.H. Investment Fund Rs. 505,000 
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Increase in the value of 
shares of American 
General Corporation, 

USA. Rs 4,110 

Government grant for 
the purchase of Minolta 
Copier Rs. 80,000 

Other Transfers Rs. 37,844 

After adjusting the excess of ex¬ 
penditure over income for the year, the 
General Fund stood at Rs. 8,672,310 
as on 30.9.84 as against Rs. 7,452,385 as 
at end of the previous year. 

2. Adyar Besant Commemorative 
Fund and John Coats Adyar Centenary 
Fund: 

The A.B.C. Fund has increased by the 
following: 

Estate of Ella Meier Rs. 66,499 
Estate of J.R.E. Bennett Rs. 482,803 
Estate of Jean McNair Rs. 89,339 
Estate of Emma Rebsa- 

men, Geneva Rs. 243,902 

Incentive received from 
the share brokers on 
investments in Public 
Sector Compaines Rs. 10,500 
Donation from Sundaram 

Educational Trust Rs. 10,000 
Donation from Mary 

Anderson Rs. 14,310 

Other Donations Rs. 38,479 

Rs. 955,832 


For the John Coats Adyar Centenary 
Fund, we have received donations to the 
tunc of Rs. 6,583 during the year. 

The total of these two funds put 
together stood at Rs. 6,487,103 as on 
30.9.84 as against Rs. 5,524,688 at the 
end of the previous year. 


3. Miscellaneous Funds : 

(a) The Adyar Estate Improvement 
Fund which stood at Rs. 664,005 in the 
previous ycai has increased by the 
following: 


Donation from T.S. in 


America 

Rs. 

53,812 

Estate of Sri R.V. Bhave 



Sanghi 

Rs. 

10,000 

Donation from a friend 

Rs. 

50,000 

Donation from T.S. in 



France 

Rs. 

7,001 

Donation from T.S. in 



England 

Rs. 

2,438 

Allocation from Adyar 



Day Collections 

Rs. 

18,570 

Provision made for build¬ 



ing maintenance 

Rs. 

50,000 

Other Donations 

Rs. 

14,324 


Rs. ! 

206,145 


After meeting the expenses on laying 
underground telephone cables and some 
building repairs amounting to Rs. 74,153, 
the balance available in this fund as on 
30.9.84 is Rs. 795,997. 

(6) Colombian Section Saul Gomez 
Fund : A fund has been created in the 
above name with a donation of Rs. 86,092 
received from the Colombian Section. 
From the interest earned on this in¬ 
vestment, fees and dues of the Colombian 
Section and subscription for the Thco- 
sophist of members of that Section arc 
to be adjusted and the balance of income 
is to be used for improvement of the 
Adyar Estate. 

(f) International Centre of Theo- 
sophical Studies (Scholarship Capital 

Fund : A special fund has been created 
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in the above name with a nucleus of 
Rs. 35,000. The interest earned on the 
investment of this fund is to be used for the 
payment of scholarships to some of the 
members who come to attend the courses 
of study conducted by this Centre. 

4. Kotagiri Properties : As men¬ 
tioned in last year’s report the properties 
were agreed to be sold to Sree Krishna 
Educational Foundation for Rs. 650,000 
out of which an advance of Rs. 65,000 
was recived last year. The balance of 
Rs. 585,000 was recived in this year, and 
the properties have been handed over to 
them pending execution of a sale deed. 


5. Investments : The long-term bank 
deposits which stood at Rs. 3,981,900 
have increased to Rs. 4,550,992. The 
deposits in the Public Sector Companies 
which stood at Rs. 2,700,000 in the pre¬ 
vious year have increased to Rs. 3,755,000. 
The total long-term investments stood 
at Rs. 8,305,992 as on 30-9-84 as against 
Rs. 6,681,900 in the previous year. 

Taking all factors into account, the 
overall position of the finances of the 
Society is satifactory'. 

(Miss) Tjioe Siang Nio, 
Hony. TrtaiMTtt. 
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I. ADYAR BESANT COMMEMORATIVE FUND 
INVESTMENTS 

S.No. Particulars Amount 

Rs. 

1. 11% Bank of India, Madras, Deposit 100,000 

2. 10% Bank of Baroda, Madras, Deposit 100,000 

3. 10% Punjab National Bank, Madras Deposit 150,000 

4. 10% Grindlays Bank, Madras, Deposits 252,000 

5. 101% Tamilnadu State Co-operative Bank, Deposits 80,000 

6. 10$% Madras Central Co-operative Bank, Deposits 75,000 

7. 9% Indian Bank, Madras, Deposits 20,000 

8. 10% Indian Bank, Madras, Deposits 1,167,000 

9. 11 % Indian Bank, Madras, Deposits 899,000 

10. 14$% Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., Deposits 500.000 

11. 14$% Steel Authority of India Ltd., Deposits 500,000 

12. 14$% Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd., Deposit 300.000 

13. 14$% Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited, Deposits 310,000 

14. 14$% Bharat Electronics Limited, Deposit 300.( 00 

15. 14$% Cement Corporation of India Ltd., Deposits 500.000 

16. 14$% Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd., Deposit 4< 0.< 00 

1^* 4 % Canadian Pacific Railway Co., Debenture Stock 45 000 


5,698,000 


II. JOHN COATS ADYAR CENTENARY FUND 
INVESTMENTS 

1* 10% Indian Rank, Madras, Deposits 40 s 000 

2- 11 % Indian Bank, Madras, Deposits ^ ^ 

3. 10% Grindlays Bank, Madras, Deposits ^ ^ 


786,000 
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FEES AND DUES RECEIVED DURING THE 
YEAR ENDING 30th SEPTEMBER 1984 


1982-83 


The Theosophical Society in Argentina 

Rs. 

1,510 

tv 

Australia 

41,806 

•9 

Austria 

3,128 

>9 

Belgium 

3,364 

99 

Brazil 

— 

99 

Canada 

2,445 

99 

Canadian Federation 

479 

99 

Central America 

1,002 

99 

Chile 

2,081 

99 

Colombia 

371 

99 

Denmark 

4,562 

99 

East & Central Africa 

1,491 

99 

England 

— 

99 

Finland 

4,133 

99 

France 

12,420 

99 

Germany 

3,810 


Iceland 

1,374 

99 

India 

20,884 

99 

Indonesia 

— 

99 

Italy 

— 

ft 

Mexico 

3,000 

ft 

New Zealand 

6.446 

99 

Norway 

375 

99 

Philippines 

— 

99 

Portugal 

— 


Puerto Rico 

4,191 


Southern Africa 

550 

99 

Spain 

3,287 

ft 

Sweden 

1,641 

99 

Switzerland 

1,591 


U.S.A. 

— 


Wales 

377 

99 

West Africa 

1,413 

99 

Yugoslavia 


Lodges attached to Adyar 


1,259 

Fellows at large 


820 


129,810 


1983-84 

Rs. 

5,556 

2,800 

5,326 

4,592 

2,582 

576 

1,257 

2,459 

679 


19,034 

4,296 

17,459 

4,589 

1,997 

2,059 

16,374 

6,215 

1,437 

2,120 

500 

2,816 

2,787 

464 

3,568 

•131,414 

359 

354 

3,270 

608 


247,547 


Includes Rs. 66,264, Dues of 1982-83 
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Expenditure 


Departmental Results: 

Adyar Library 
Bhojanasala 
Garden Department 
Leadbcatcr Chambers 
Maintenance Department 
Theosophical Publishing House 
Vasanta Press 


Establishment and other Expenses: 

Contribution to Schools 
Child Welfare Centre 
Circulars to Gen. Secretaries 
Deposit Linked Insurance 
Dispensary 
Dcepavali Gift 
Estate Management 
Fire Insurance 
Headquarters Department 
Information and Public Relations 
Department 

Insurance Fund Administration ... 
Interest on Funds 
International Offices 
International Centre of 
Theosophical Studies 
Kotagiri Property Maintenance ... 
Legal and Audit Expenses 
Miscellaneous 
Motor Cars Maintenance 
Movable Properties Dept. 

Museum and Archives 

Postage, Telegrams and Telephones 

Printing and Stationery 

P.F. Administration__ 

Retirement Allowance ... 

Sanitary Department 
Security Department 
Taxes 

Travelling & Conveyance 


Provisions: 

For'Gratuity 

For Building Maintenance 


Depreciation: 

On Kotagiri Property 
On Immovable Pro 


ADYAR 

19th November, 1984 


THE THEOSOPHICAL 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 


Previous Year 


Current Year 


-126.245 

- 19,260 

— 56.439 

-211,042 
+ 180,993 
-125.946 


357.939 


-161,716 

— 14.241 

— 11,420 

- 20,594 
-456.915 
+ 151,958 

- 82,174 


595,102 


16.345 
1,703 

20.346 


5,261 

2,918 

9.575 

2.923 

14.718 

28,463 

1,786 

15.689 

13,722 

1.535 

26.523 

13.492 

168.492 

33.550 

2,777 


L v V 


511,598 



3,405 

97,912 

19.502 


136,729 


1,065,290 


38,000 

10.238 

3,707 

2,573 

17,098 

16,001 

19.309 

3.607 

21,264 

2,726 
514 
7,113 
67 668 

4,513 

3.256 

9.285 

12,707 

9.018 

30,964 

3.733 

19.281 

41.598 

1,905 

48,998 

12,058 

238.480 

41,979 

2.851 


11,893 

50,000 


136,936 

19,502 

1,578 

3.045 

14.027 


690.444 


176.088 


1,523^27 


FOR THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
(Miss) Tiioc Siano Nio. 

Hony. Treasurer 
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SOCIETY, ADYAR, MADRAS 600 020 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30ih SEPTEMBER 1984 


Income 

j Previous Year 

Current Year 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Donations 

••• 

53.369 

31,815 

Fra and Dues 

••• 

129,813 

247,546 

Interest 

... 

646.292 

985,530 

Licence Fee 

... 

36,000 

36,000 

Overhead Charges ... 

... 

10.411 

11,716 

(Quarters Maintenance (Recoveries) 

- 

114,144 

116,592 

Fxctss of r.ipenditurc over Income 


75.261 

94,328 














— *T p 







i 










1.065.290 

1,523,527 


Examined and found correct. 

FOR N. A. NAGANATHAN A CO., 
Chartered Accountants. 

N. ANANTHANARAYANAN F.C.A., Partner 





THE THEOSOPHICAL 

BALANCE SHEET AS ON 


Liabilities 

30th September 1983 

30th September 1984 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

General l und: 





As per last Balance Sheet 

Add: Receipts during the vear: 

6,615,005 


7,452,385 


Donations for Damodar 





Garden Buildings 

802.408 


687,299 


Donations Others 

Reversal of Depreciation 

4.347 


— 


(Books of Adyar Library) ... 

107,676 


... 


Sikh Temple Fund-Transfer ... 

27.927 


■ I 


Jewish Temple Fund-Transfer ... 
Value of Books A Furniture 

11,281 


— 


for Adyar Library Purchased 
from Govt. Grants 

14,000 




T.P.FL Investments Fund- 




Transfer 



505.000 


Other Transfers 

Increase in the value of Shares 

2,502 


37,844 


of American General 
Corporation. U.S.A. 



4,110 


Government Grant for purchase 




of Minolta Copier-Transfer ... 

— 


80 000 


Less: Transfer to T.P.H. Building 

7.585.146 


8.766,638 


Fund 

50,000 


— 


Adjustment in Foreign 

7,535,146 


8,766,638 


Securities for fall in 

Exchange rates 

7,500 


— 


Excess of Expenditure over 

7,527,646 


8,7 66,638 


Income 

75,261 


94.328 




7.452,185 

8,672*310 



” 

Adyar Besant Commemorative Fund ( b ) 
John Coats Adyar Centenary Fund (6) 

4,743,452 

781,236 

5,524.688 

5.699.284 

787,819 





6»4S7*103 

President’s Travelling Fund: 

V ice-President’s Travelling Fund: 

Clo 


43,377 

12.622 


58,448 

10,473 

- 

1 13,033.072 


15,228*334 
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SOCIETY, ADYAR, MADRAS 600 020 

30th SEPTEMBER 1984 


Assrrs i 

30th September 1983 

30th September 1984 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

FIXED ASSETS: 

Immovable Properties: (At Cost) ... 

!landings at Adyar (At Cost) 

As per last Balance Sheet 

Additions 

3,366.115 

49.379 

184.735 

3.415.494 
1,540, *>93 

184,735 

Less: Depreciation to date 

3.415.494 

1.417.912 

1.995.302 

802,408 

4.956.487 

1,554.128 

3,402,359 

Buildings (Damodar Gardens) 



Adyar Library Building (At Cost) ... 
Less: Depreciation (to date) 

780.070 

273.865 

506.205 

101.153 

780,070 

293,367 

486.703 

101,153 

Buildings at Kotagiri: 

(Gulistan, Roscwindows A 

High Cliff) 



Compound Wall 


352,374 


973,283 

Movable Properties at Adyar: 

Furniture A Fixtures, etc. (At Cost) 
Additions 

254.738 

2,575 


257.313 

43,160 


Leu: Depreciation to date 

257.313 

206.960 

50.353 

15,224 

7.962,451 

665.511 

11.864 

j 127,453 

300,473 

220.987 

79.486 

12,179 

9,260.653 

843,334 

18,727 

152,552 

Motor Cars (At Cost) 

Lea: Depreciation to date 

158.386 

143.162 

158,386 

146,207 

lare,tments: (At Cost) 

Government of India Bonds 

Fixed Deposits 

Foreign Investments 

Miscellaneous Securities 

6.300 

7,516,900 

333.433 

105,818 

6,300 

8,810,992 

337,543 

105,818 

DEPARTMENTAL ASSETS: 

Adyar Library: 

Fixed Assets 

Current Assets 

328.528 

336.983 

427.118 

416,216 

Bbojanasala: 

Fixed Assets 

Current Assets 

9.469 

2,395 

8,460 

2.267 

Garden: 

Fixed Assets 

Current Assets 

101,285 

26,168 

45.446 

107.106 




C/o 


( 12,778,033 


15,507.164 
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THE THEOSOPHICAL 



BALANCE SHEET AS ON 

Liabilities 

30th September 1983 

30th September 1984 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

B/f 


13,033.072 


15,228434 

Other Funds: (See Notes Below) 

Miscellaneous Funds (a) 

Miscellaneous Funds (c) 


790.182 

744,286 


924,059 

1.099,130 

\dyar Library Funds and Reserves: 

Immovable Property at Juhu 
Miscellaneous Funds 

Government Grants 

Gratuity Reserve 

Sundry Creditors 

27,000 

I8.S04 

149,936 

21,948 

11,490 

229.178 

1.014.030 

297,024 

26,000 

25,236 

64,342 

21.043 

9,939 

146,560 

393.904 

344,071 

T.P H. Funds and Reserves: 

Reserves 

T.P.H. Investments Fund 

399.030 

615,000 

393,904 

T.P.H. Sundry Creditors 



Gratuity Reserve 


248,406 


224,119 

Casuarina Development Schem; 


55,262 


75,522 

Sundry Creditors: 

Departments 

Others 

56.578 

142,063 

198.641 

207.326 

7,500 

18,877 

307,219 

326,096 

817,564 

8,685 

Sundry Deposits 

Outstanding Liability 



Note.—ta) Capital and Interest 
available for specific 
purposes. 

(b) Interest only available 
for general purposes. 

(c) Interest only available 
for specific purposes. 







16,824,907 


19,588,044 


ADYAR 

19th November, 1984 


FOR THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
(Miss) Tjioe Siano Nio, 

Homy • Treasurer, 
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SOCIETY, ADYAR, MADRAS 600 020 

m SEPTEMBER 1984 ( Contd.) 


Assets 

30th September 1983 

30th September 1984 


Rs. Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

B/f 

12,778,033 


15,507,164 

Indbtatrr Chambers: 

Fixed Assets 

20,292 

23,479 


Current Assets 

I.48H 

4,580 


NLiatcnancc Department: 

Fixed Assets 

21,780 

164,362 

169,385 

28,059 

Current Assets 

215.973 

185,215 


Ihrosophical Publishing House: 

Hxed Assets 

- 380.335 

22,308 

23,739 

351,600 

Current Assets 

1,684,957 

1,891,478 



- 1,707,265 

- . ■— 

1.915,217 

Nusnu Press: 

Fixed Assets 

867,741 

754,270 

Current Assets 

328.391 

296,925 


Other Departments (Dispensary, 

Sanitary, etc.) 

Fixed Assets 

' 1,196,132 

18,233 

!.»».■■■ ■. 

15,780 

1,051,195 

Current Assets 

345 

470 


CURRENT ASSETS: 

Interest accrued but not received ... 

18,578 

129,133 


16,250 

122.446 

Sundry Assets 

48,506 


34,723 

Lotas and Advances 

54,814 


50.832 

Outstanding Income 

4,276 


4,276 

Outstanding Fees A Dues 

34.415 



Security Deposit 

3.650 


4,650 

Gratuity Advance 

18,735 


12,794 

Sundry Debtors 

(Considered good by Management) 

25,697 


42,638 

Prepaid Expenses 

5,887 


9,742 

Cash & Bank Balances: 

In Madras Banks on Current 

Account St Savings accounts ... 

376,176 


410,808 

In London Bank on Current 

Account , H 

11.073 


♦ 11,273 

On hand • ... 

10,422 


11,377 


ike. 




! 16.824.907 


19.588.044 


Examined and found correct. 

FOR N. A. NAGANATHAN Sl CO., 
Chartered Accountants. 

N. ANANTHANA RAYA NAN, F.C.A., (Partner) 
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

BUDGET FOR 1984-85 


EXPENDITURE 

Actuals , Budget 
for for 

1983-84 1984-83 

INCOME 

Actuals 

for 

1983-84 

Budfi 

for 

198441 


Rs. Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Special Departments: 


Special Departments: 



Adyar Library 

185,256 200,700 

Adyar Library 

23,540 

28,51 

Bhojanasala 

62.991 70.200 

Bhojanasala 

48.750 

54,01 

Garden Department ... | 

196,391 205,400 

Garden Department ... 

184,971 

mz 

Leadbeater Chambers ... 

54.844 54.800 

Leadbeater Chambers 

34,250 

it 

Maintenance Dept 

646,465 618,850 

Maintenance Department... 

189,550 

193,1 

Theosophical Pub- 


Theosophical Publishing 



lishing House 

256,700 251,750 

House 

408,658 

566,3 

The Theosophist 

156.378 157,700 

The Theosophist 

100.146 

117,31 

Vasanta Press 

274,291 326,100 

Vasanta Press 

192,117 

156,4 

International Centre of 


International Centre of 



Theosophical Studies ... 

6.069 10,000 

Theosophical Studies ... 

1,556 

— 

Adyar Newsletter 

10,249 11,000 

Adyar Newsletter 

13,680 

14.0 

Child Welfare Centre 

10,238 10,000 

Donations 

31,815 

30.(4 

Circulars etc. to General 


Fees and Dues 

247,546 

180.1 

Secretaries 

3,707 4,000 

Interest (Gross) 

985,530 

1.000,1 

Contribution to Olcott 


Licence Fee 

36,000 

364 

Schools 

38,000 30.000 

Overhead charges 

11,716 

I0J 

Deepavali Gift 

16.001 18,000 

Quarters Maintenance 

116,592 

■ roi 

Deposit Linked Insurance ... 

2,573 2.800 

Excess of Expenditure 



Dispensary 

17,098 20.000 

over Income 

94.328 

84.1 

Estate Management 

19.309 20,000 

Add: Deficit on the 



Fire Insurance 

3,607 4,000 

Theosophist 



Headquarters Department ... 

21,264 23,000 

taken direct to 



Information and Public 


T.P.H. Balance 



Relations Department ... 

2,726 3,000 

Sheet 

56^32 

40; 

Insurance Fund 





Administration 

514 600 




International Offices 

67,668 73,000 




Interest on Funds and 





Accounts 

7,113 7,000 




Kotagiri Properties 





Maintenance 

3.256 1 — 




Legal and Audit Expenses ... 

9.285 10,000 




Miscellaneous 

12,707 12,000 




Motor Cars Maintenance ... 

9,018 10,000 




Movable Properties Dept. ... 

30.964 1 32.000 




Museum and Archives 

3,733 7,000 




Postage. Telegrams and 





Telephones 

19,281 20,000 




Printing and Stationery 

41,598 25,000 


• 


P F. Administration 

1,905 2,500 




Retirement Allowance 

48.998 30.000 




Sanitary Department 

12,058 14.000 




Security Department 

238.480 250,000 




Taxes 

41.979 42,000 




Travelling A Conveyance ... 

2.851 3,000 




Provisions: For Gratuity ... 

11,893 15,000 




For Building 





Maintenance ... 

50,000 80.000 




Depreciation on Assets 

176,088 180.000 




Surplus on the Adyar 





Newsletter taken direct 





to T. P. H. Balance 





Sheet 

3.431 3,000 





2,776,977 2,857,400 


2,776,977 

2.857,4 








HEADQUARTERS 

ADYAR, MADRAS 600020, INDIA 



THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Reprints, with attractive new designs, 
of the two major books, Annie Besant—An 
Autobiography and The Masters and the Path 
by C. VV. Lcadbeatcr, were put on the 
market for sale and the response has been 
very good. We arc now again reprinting 
1,000 more copies of the Autobiography and 
2,000 copies of The Masters and the Path. 

This year we have reprinted, Sri Rama- 
chandra, Man and His Bodies, The Ancient Wis¬ 
dom. Revelation, Inspiration and Observation, 
Thought Power, Its Control and Culture, all by 
Dr Annie Besant; The Necessity for Reincar¬ 
nation and Vegetarianism and Occultism by 
C. VV. Lcadbeatcr; 0 Hidden Life by Joy 
Mills, Daily Meditations by K. A. Bccchcy; 
and Dhammapada in English only, Pali 
in Roman with English translation, and 
Pali in Devanagari with English trans¬ 
lation by C. Kunhan Raja. 

Our thanks arc due to Mrs Mani Zc 
Sait and Miss Subha Nilakanta for their 
g eat help with art designs for our books 
published during the year which have 
been much appreciated resulting in better 
sales. 

Our thanks arc due to the Advar Book¬ 
shop of the Biavatsky Lodge, Sydney 
(Australia) for their donation to reprint 
Mr C. Jinarajadasa’s Flowers and Gardens, 
The Wonder Child, and Release. 

We have at present thirty more titles 
which arc in various stages of printing 
and we hope these will all be ready by 
the end of 1985. Some of the titles under 
print arc: Dreams, Devachanic Plane, Medi¬ 


tations on the Path and its Qualification, 
Kundalini, Concentration, Golden Rules of 
Buddhism, Seven Great Religions , The Nobli 
Eight-Fold Path, Ultimate Reality and Self- 
Realization, In the Outer Court, The Etenul 
Light and The Hidden Side of Things. 

Due to increased cost of printing 
and postage, The Theosophist incurred a 
huge deficit during the year. In order to 
meet at least part of the deficit we arc 
constrained to raise the subscription. In 
order to build up a permanent fund 
for The Theosophist we arc instituting a 
Life Subscription which we hope will 
meet with generous response. Sections 
arc requested to encourage lodges and 
individuals to subscribe to tliis journal 
Compared to the total membership, the 
subscribers arc not many and many of 
the lodges do not subscribe to the 
Magazine. 

Oui thanks arc due to live PaUiaik 
Brothers, Mr J. K. Patnaik and Mr B. K 
Patnaik, for their very generous donations 
towards the Book Gift Fund. 

Book sales have been satisfactory and 
in order to increase the sales further, 
action has been initiated for better sales 
promotion and publicity. 

Due to increased cost of inputs like 
paper and printing ink the prices of books 
have had to be increased. This is a 
world-wide phenomenon and cannot be 
helped. 

R. Gopalaratna* 
Manager 


ADYAR LIBRARY AND RESEARCH CENTRE 


We arc glad to report another year of 
useful activity in the Adyar Library & 
Research Centre under the able guidance 
of the Hon. Director, Dr K. Kunjunni 


Raja and Mrs. Radha Bumicr, Chairman, 
Adyar Library Council with Dr A. G. 
Krishna Warner and Mrs Scctha Nccla* 
kantan as members of the Council. 
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The Library sustained a serious loss in 
the sudden demise on 6.6.1984 of Dr 
A. G. Krishna Warrier. 

We regret to announce the demise of 
Sri V. Ramanatha Ayyar at Kanchipuram 
in June 1984. He was the Librarian of 
the Adyar Library & Reseat ch Centte 
during 1968*70 and also published some 
papers in the Adyar Library Bulletin. 

Staff 

Dr K. V. Sarma, Retired Director of 
the Vishvcshvaranand Research Institute, 
Hoshiarpur, joined the Library as Hono¬ 
rary Professor of Sanskrit from 1st October 

1983. Dr. E. R. Sreek'ishna Sharma, 
Retired Professor of Sanskrit, Sri Venka- 
teswara University, Tirupati, joined the 
Library as Honorary Professor with effect 
from 1st March 1984. 

Dr A. K. Warder, Department of 
East Asian Studies, University of Toronto, 
Canada, was here as Honorary Visiting 
Professor for six months, October to 
March 1984. 

Prof. A. A. Ramanathan resigned his 
post in the Library on 28th September 

1984. 

Publications 

The Adyar Library Bulletin (Brahma- 
vidya), Vol. 47 (1983) was released 
during this year. There arc 107 exchanges 
and 130 subscribers for The Adyar 
Library Bulletin. Praci-Jyoti, Kurukshctra 
University journal, was added as a new 
exchange. 

The following two books were also 
published during the year. Gangela's 
Philosophy of God by Dr John Vattanky and 
Dalopanisads, Vol. 1 (Text), (Reprint). 

The following is the position of the 
publications of the Adyar Library: 

1. Samgitaralndkara of Sarrgadeva, 
Vol. 3, Tala-Vadya (Rev. Ed.)—Printing 
in progr ess. 


2. Samnyasa Paddhati cd. by Patrick 
Olivellc—Printing in progress. 

With the grants-in-aid received from 
the Ministry of Education, Government 
of India, the publication of the following 
works arc in progress: 

1. Caturdasalabani of Gadadhara with 
four commentaries—In press. 

2. Nais adhananda of ernes vara —Press 

copy ready. 

3. Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manu¬ 
scripts in the Adyar Library, Vol. 2 Srauta, 
etc .—Ready for printing. 

4. Descriptive Catalogue of Tamil Manu¬ 
scripts in the Adyar IJbrary prepared by the 
late Pandit S. Anantharaman—Printing 
in progress. 

With the grants-in-aid received from 
the Tamil Nadu Government the follow¬ 
ing two Tamil works are being printed: 

1. Viralaparvam Manipravalam 

2. Jivanmuktiviveka 

Services Rendered 

Microfilms of 13 Palm-leaf MSS., 2 
Paper MSS., 3 Transcripts and 4 Books, 
and Photocopies of 9 MSS., 4 Transcripts, 
15 Book' and 8 Miscellaneous orders were 
supplied to various institutions and re¬ 
search scholars. 

Photo copies from books, MSS. and 
journals, totalling 7,913 frames, were 
supplied to members and scholars of the 
Adyar Library and the Theosophical 
Society’s Departments. Copies, amount¬ 
ing to 2,677 frames, were made for the 
records and correspondence of the Adyar 
Library. 

Works Used 

The Library has 568 Registered Readers, 
207 Registered Borrowers including Regis¬ 
tered Resident Members and 10 Life 
Members. 

During the year 26,446 books and 
journals were consulted in the Reading 
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Room while 23,469 hooks were consulted 
by the Pandits of the Research Section. 
Books loaned numbered 5,489. A total of 
1,180 MSS. was consulted. 

Research Scholars 

Four Research Scholars attached to the 
Adyar Library continued their Ph.D. 
theses under the guidance of the Director, 
Dr K. Kunjunni Raja. 

Scholars of various institutions from 
India and abroad utilized the Library’s 
facilities for their research. They included 
scholars from the University of Madras, 
the Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute, 
the International Institute of Tamil 
Studies, the Indian Institute of Techno¬ 
logy, Madras; Kendriya Sanskrit Vidya- 
pccths and Sri Venkateswara University, 
Tirupati; Madurai Kamaraj University 
and Calicut University. 

With the grant of Rs. 10.000 (being 
60%) from the same Ministry for books 
and equipment, the following were pur¬ 
chased : 

Euroclcan Vacuum Cleaner, Krykard 
2 KVA Servo Controlled Voltage 
Stabilizer, and Books. 

The Ministry of Education has also 
helped us with honorariums for two 
scholars under the Sastra Chudamani 
Scheme. 

Donations 

The Library expresses its gratitude to 
the following for donations; 

Bharatiya Kala Kend'a, Madras, Rs. 
1,500; Mr and Mrs S. R Guru Rs. 100; 
The Thcosophical Society in England 
Rs. 65.50; Mrs Cecily Dynes, Cremorne, 
Australia Rs. 212.50 and Dr W. J. H. 
Collins, Hongkong & Shanghai Bank, 
Osaka, Japan Rs. 750. 

Visitors 

The Library had the pleasure of welcom¬ 
ing various distinguished visitors from 


India and abroad including Lilian Storey', 
Librarian, English Section, The Thco¬ 
sophical Society, London; Graham Shaw, 
Curator, North Indian Languages, Depart¬ 
ment of Oriental MSS. & Printed Books, 
British Library Reference Division, Lon¬ 
don; Nina Catach, Central National dc la 
Recherche Scientifiquc, Paris; A. K. 
Ramanujam, University of Chicago, 
U.S.A.; Prof. Samdhong Rinpochc from 
Central Institute of Higher Tibetan 
Studies, Sarnath; Mrs Pushpa Sundar, 
Programme Officer for Culture, Ford Foun¬ 
dation, Delhi; Dr P. Sriramachandrudu, 
Prof, of Sanskrit, Osmania University, 
Hyderabad; Messrs Subhas C. Biswas, 
Director, Central Secretariat Library, 
Ministry of Education & Culture, New 
Delhi; V. M. Govardhan, General 
Manager, Bokaro Steel Plant; and 
N. R. Sivaswamy, Commissioner of 
Income Tax, Madras. 

Among the overseas scholars the follow¬ 
ing may be mentioned. 

Prof. S. A. Srinivasan, University of 
Hamburg, West Germany; Dr Ronald W. 
Neufeldt, Associate Professor, Dept, of 
Religious Studies, Calgary. Canada and 
Mr John Taber, Case Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A., 
arc associated with the Library' as Hon¬ 
orary Research Fellows. The others who 
used the Library arc Prof. K. I. Kopped- 
rayer, MiM< ster University, Quebec, 
Canada; Rev. Fr. Anthony Raj, Research 
Scholar, Loyola University, Chicago; John 
d’ Entremont, Pr of, of History', Randolph- 
Macon Women’s College, Lynchbtirg. 
Vir., U.S.A.; Mr Tcan Louis Ruyters, 
University of Groningen, Holland; and 
Prof. Richard Tucker, Oakland Uni¬ 
versity, Rochester, Mich., U.S.A. 

The Director’s Visits Abroad 

The Director, Dr K. Kunjunni Raja, 
visited various centres of Indological 
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'■.idics in Copenhagen, Arliu>. Stockholm, 
Ippsala. Helsinki, Oslo, CioU-lx.ig. and 
Lund at the invitation of the Scandinavian 
Institute of Asian Studies during April and 
May 1984. Later he visited Heidelberg, 
Bonn, Hamburg. Marbut g, Vienna. Turin, 
Paris and Utrecht, He gave lectures on 
various topics like * Anandavardhana’s 
Theory' of Aesthetics’, 4 Politeness Ex¬ 
pression in Sanski it*, 4 Indian Philosophy 
of Language’, ‘Indian Theories of Mean¬ 
ing’, 4 Language and Culture ’, and 
‘ MJmamsa Contribution to Language 
Studies 

Repairs and Preservation 

569 books and 85 phamplcts were 
bound; 14 books were repaired and 10 
boob laminated. 

Acquisitions 

The Library added 1,443 books to its 
collection during the year. Of these 123 
boob were purchased with 60% aid from 
the Government of India, 7 were in ex¬ 
change, 72 were review books, and the rest 
were gifts. We arc grateful to the many 
people who donated then books to the 
Library including the following: 


The President’s Office, Thcosophical 
Society 98; Mis Radha Burnicr 2; 
the Thcosophical Publishing House, Adyar 
39; The Theosophist Office, 24; the Thco¬ 
sophical Publishing House, Wheaton 11; 
Concord Grove Press 4; the Krishna - 
murti Foundation, London 13; Rashtriya 
Sanskrit Sans than 42; Nehru Memorial 
Museum 15; Buddhist Publication Society 
12; Library of Congress 4; Messrs 
Danussi 216, N. C. Gopalaswami 94, and 
P. R. Thiruvengadam 20. 

Cataloguing Section 

678 books on various subjects were 
catalogued and 141 duplicate books 
added to the collection were accessed and 
entered in the cards. 

Grant in Aid 

The Library records its grateful thanks 
to the Ministry of Education & Culture, 
Government of India, for granting a sum 
of Rs 80,000 towards the purchase of a 
Minolta EP 300 RE Plain Paper Copier. 

Mrs Lakshmi Narayanaswami 
Librarian 


INTERNATIONAL CENTRE OF THEOSOPHICAL STUDIES 


The first term for 1983-84 opened on 
15 September 1983 with Mr C. R. N. 
Swamy and Dr A. Kannan leading the 
studies in the absence of Mrs Sectha 
Xcclakantan for about 3 weeks. The 
syllabus, as is the policy now, was oriented 
towards an in-depth study of the universal 
principles that govern life’s functioning 
and in relation to Man, the manifested 
Cosmos and of the Unmanifest. The 
Introductory course leading to this which 
brings in the founding and the work of the 
T.S. consisted of the early history of the 
Society, the Mystery Schools, the explosion 


of interest in Spiritualism in the 1800’s, 
tlvc aims and objectives of the Society 
and the need even now to emphasize the 
Universal Principles of the Archaic Wis¬ 
dom, called Theosophy. 

The select bibliography of books for this 
term included some of the basic books 
such as The Secret Doctrine, The Mahatma 
Letters besides Study in Consciousness, select 
volumes from H.P.B.'s Collected Writings, 
etc. The students’ attention was also drawn 
to some latest books of Quantum Physi¬ 
cists, Doctors of Medicine, Biologists, Psy¬ 
chologists, etc.—relating to current trends. 
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There were three scholarship students 
—from Mexico, Argentina and India. 
Other countries represented were Norway, 
England, Malaysia, Egypt and New 
Zealand, besides India. The average 
attendance was twelve. 

Mr. Conrad Jamieson, now General 
Secretary of the N.Z. Section, gave a 
number of talks and conducted work¬ 
shops during the first term in the after¬ 
noons. His lectures covered: Thcosophi¬ 
cal look at the Bible stories and parables; 
The Humanitarian Way—Implications 
of Living covering Vegetarianism, Animal 
Welfare, avenues of other service; Truth 
about Fairy Tales—What shall we tell 
our children; and an illustrated talk on 
the Occult side of Music. His work¬ 
shops covered: Public Speaking—speech 
composition, choice of themes, prepara¬ 
tion, etc.; practical exercises in voice 
pioduction, projection and articulation; 
and Chairmanship and Lodge Work. 
These were attended by many special 
observers. 

The student research papers covered 
subjects such as: Psychism and Spiritual¬ 
ity, Self-Discipline, Is Discipline Neces¬ 
sary?, Karma, Will and Desire, Reach¬ 
ing the Goal, etc. 

Term two (15 January to 15 March) 
has always a larger attendance with a 
number of members coming to Adyar for 
the International Convention staying 
over for some of the short courses. Mrs 
Radha Burnicr’s talks on Fragment I of 
The Voice of the Silence had about 40-45 
attending. The highlight of this term 
was studies of select verses from the 
Dhammapada by Prof. Lama Rinpochc, 
Principal of the Central Institute of 
Higher Tibetan Studies, Saranath. He 
had been to the Centre previously for 
courses on Buddhism. The registration 
was about 60 for this and his direct and 


simple but profound talks were much 
appreciated. The Centre also present¬ 
ed him at a Public Lecture when 
he spoke on the intriguing title ‘ Ex¬ 
perience of Untruth*. It was direct and 
simple with examples drawn from his 
own life in his earnestness to discover 
Truth. In spite of heavy rains, he drew a 
large audience. His informal talk on 
Tibet to the students one afternoon 
opened out a different approach on its 
Culture. 

The morning programmes included 
during this term: A study of Man based 
on a commentary on the Cosmogonical 
Stanzas by Krishna Prem and Madhav 
Asish. This special book was used as it 
opens out not only other avenues of ex¬ 
ploring the Stanzas but also enables one to 
comprehend many cryptic statements in 
The Secret Doctrine. 

The theme ‘Polarisation and Perfection’ 
was an attempt to understand aspects 
of the Spiritual Path such as Meditation, 
Yoga, Initiations, Perfection, etc. in terras 
of states of being, the play of Conscious¬ 
ness and Matter as 2 poles in Manifesta¬ 
tion. The texts used for this were two 
of the Upanishads— Isavasya and Mandukye 
besides the Stanzas. 

The study of The Mahatma Letters to A.P. 
Sinnett in relation to qualification for 
Chclaship covered the letters in the Occult 
World Scries and a few in the Section on 
* Probation and Chclaship ’. 

The average attendance ranged 
from 15-20. Students for all the 
courses for this term were drawn from: 
Australia, Holland, U.S.A., England, 
France, Switzerland, and Norway besides 
India. Special mention must be made 
of a young Thcosophist from Norway 
who recently joined the Society in 
Norway and who attended both the 
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terms. Exploring the Thcosophical Phil¬ 
osophy in depth for the first time with 
a certain freshness, he returned to his 
country fired with much enthusiasm for 
the Wisdom and planning to share his 


depths of understanding with other youths 
of his country. 

Mrs Seetiia Neelakantan 
Director of Studies 


THEOSOPHY-SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 


There has been an increasing interest 
among members of the Society in science 
and technology in their relation to Theos¬ 
ophy and Brotherhood. 

The Theosophy (Science journal published 
for years by the Science Group in Great 
Britain, is now being brought out by the 
American Section and renamed The 
Theosophical Research Journal. Two issues 
were published during the first year under 
the joint editorship of Dr Ralph Hannon 
and Mrs Dora Kunz. This journal is the 
official organ of the Thcosophical Re¬ 
search Institute, Wheaton, Illinois, U.S.A. 
and has as its primary purpose * to widen 
the field of scientific and philosophic 
knowledge by the application of theoso¬ 
phical principles’. 

Two journals are published in India— 
The Theo-Scientist , a quarterly by Dr R.C. 
Rath from Cuttack, Orissa, and The 
Bulletin of the Theosophy-Science Study Group , 
India published six times a year by Dr A. 
Hannan from Adyar. The latter has 
completed 22 years. 

The English Thcosophical Research 
Centre and the American Thcosophical 
Research Institute have also published 
during recent years several monographs 
based on research in occult chemistry, 
physical and biological sciences, evol¬ 


ution, healing, etc. All these publications 
and the journals arc worth deep study by 
Thcosophists, not only to keep abreast 
with advances in modern science, but 
also to gain a thcosophical understanding 
of the role of science and technology 
in the service of humanity. 

Seminars have been held in the Ameri¬ 
can Section in 1984 on 4 Space, Time and 
Medicine ’ and on ‘Near Death Ex¬ 
periences: Research, Theory and Im¬ 
plications ’. Fields and their Clinical Im¬ 
plications by Dora Kunz and Erik Pcper 
has been published as a pamphlet. 

During the Adyar Convention 1983, the 
Theosophy/Sciencc lecture was delivered 
by Prof. Y Nayudamma and a discussion 
was held on ‘Man and His Environment’. 
The Register of Scientifically Qualified Members 
—1984 has been published and distributed 
to all scientifically qualified members and 
also to the General Secretaries of National 
Sections. 

In Australia a Theosophy-Science 
Seminar was held at the Manor in 
December 1983 and a Theosophy-Science 
Group was formed, its membership being 
open to members on the National and 
International Science Register. 

Dr A. Kannan 


4 
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T. S. ARCHIVES 


Mr Michael Gomes, a research scholar 
from Canada, has been researching 
in the Archives from April 1984 into 
the early history of the T.S. Some of his 
findings are contained in his long article, 
‘ Coulomb Case—1884-1984 ’ published 
serially in The Theosophist of Decem¬ 
ber 1984 and January and February 
1985. 

We provided material, especially pho¬ 
tographs, on Dr Besant, Dr Arundale 
and Mr B. P. Wadia to the Films Division 
for their documentary on * India's Free¬ 
dom Struggle \ 

Help was also rendered to the Bombay 


magazine Eve's Weekly for preparing an 
article on Dr Besant, including photo 
copy of her handwriting. 

Participants of the Centre of Studies 
were shown around the Archives, when 
Mr C. R. N. Swamv explained the 
exhibits. 

The routine work and activities of 
the Archives follow the general pattern 
of the previous years. For lack of train¬ 
ed personnel, lamination work is kept 
suspended. 

Miss R. Padmim 
Officer-in-Charge 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS, 1984 


National Sections (Active) 40 

Presidential Agencies (Active) 5 

Regional Associations formed 
under Rule 35 (c) 3 

Total Lodges 


and Studies Centres 


1,213 

Total Membership 

1983 

34,757 

Total Membership 

1984 

34.241 


No. of Lodges 

No. of 


& Study Centres 

Members 

1 . 

Africa, East & 




Central 

26 

1,320 (1981) 

2. 

Africa, South 

7 

342 

3. 

Africa, West 

12 

260 

4. 

America, Central 

13 

167 

5. 

Argentina 

32 

680 

6 . 

Australia 

13 

1,217 

7. 

Austria 

4 

214 

8. 

Belgium 

8 

157 

9. 

Bolivia 

3 

20 

10. 

Brazil 

38 

810 

II. 

Burma 

6 

89 

12. 

Canada 

11 

275 

13. 

Canadian 




Federation 

8 

95 

14. 

Chile 

6 

57 

15. 

Colombia 

8 

144 

16. 

Cuba 

19 

472 

17. 

Denmark 

17 

503 

18. 

England 

73 

1,767 

19. 

Finland 

20 

579 

20. 

France 

33 

1,031 

21. 

Germany, West 

8 

256 

22. 

Greece 

8 

240 

23. 

Iceland 

10 

409 

24. 

India 

435 

10,155 

25. 

Indonesia 

21 

638 


No. of Lodges No. of 
& Study Centres Members 


26. 

Ireland, N. 

3 

47 

27. 

Ireland, Rep. of 

1 

43 (1980) 

28. 

Italy 

35 

1,050 

29. 

Malaysia 

2 

75 (1983) 

30. 

Mexico 

25 

359 (1980) 

31. 

Netherlands, The 

20 

827 

32. 

New Zealand 

16 

1,559 

33. 

Norway 

6 

84 

34. 

Pakistan 

4 

266 (1983) 

35. 

Philippines, The 

14 

266 

36. 

Portugal 

12 

281 

37. 

Puerto Rico 

3 

143 (1983) 

38. 

Scotland 

7 

180 

39. 

Spain 

15 

569 

40. 

Sri Lanka 

8 

125 

41. 

Sweden 

8 

277 

42. 

Switzerland 

7 

165 

43. 

United States of 




America 

159 

5,425 

44. 

Uruguay 

7 

90 

45. 

Venezuela 

2 

61 

46. 

Wales 

2 

76 

47. 

Yugoslavia 

3 

52 

48. 

Lodges attached 




directly to Adyar 



Bangladesh 

1 

46 


Cameroon 

1 

36 (1982) 


Hong Kong 

1 

15 (1983) 


Israel 

2 

39 (1983) 


Japan 

2 

52 


Korea 

1 

18 


Peru 

5 

58 (1982) 


Singapore 

2 

52 


Suriname 

1 

8 (1983) 


Total 1,213 34,241 













REPORTS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIES 
OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES, FEDERATION 
SECRETARIES, PRESIDENTIAL 
AGENTS, ETC. 


These reports in some instances have been translated 
into English, edited or condensed in the office of the 
International Secretary. 







AFRICA, FAST AND CENTRAL 


At the annual convention In April 1984 
Mr Kanoobai A. Patel was elected Gen¬ 
eral Secretary. 

Our National Lecturer, Mr Rucben 
Thuku, visited most of the lodges in Kenya, 
Tanzania and Zambia and continued 
his good work among the indigenous 
people. Another highlight of the year 
was the visit of the former General Secre¬ 


tary, Mr H. 1). Shah, whose tour of 
the branches also proved very useful. 

Thcosophical work in the Section and 
lodges continues on much the same pattern 
as in earlier years. The number of 
lodges remains the same. 

Mr Kanoobhai A. Patel 
General Secretary 


AFRICA, SOUTH 


The work of Theosophy in Southern 
Africa goes on. Our 1984 Convention 
was held in Durban and the attendance 
was fairly good. 

Unfortunately, Mrs Radha Buniicr was 
unable to accept our invitation to Ik* 
Guest of Honour, but we were, however, 
well rewarded by having Miss Ianthe 
Hoskins from England with us. She 
conducted our Summer School and also 
contributed very valuable talks at the 
Convention. In addition, she inspired us 
to take up the study of The Secret Doctrine , 
diovving us how to set about it as well. 

We have managed to get one issue of 
our Section magazine The Unk published 
lince the last number in December 1981, 
and hope to bring out another issue before 
Christmas 1984. We hope its publication 
will be regularised in the future. 

Pretoria Ix»dgc is very active, with 


public lectures every Sunday' evening, 
Yoga classes four times a week, the 
Library being open for four days during 
the week. The bookshop is also doing 
very well. 

Durban Lodge is also very active and 
now has its own premises due to a 
legacy'. Public meetings are held regularly 
every* Tuesday. 

Taimni Lodge, our youngest, holds 
bi-monthly meetings .and one of the 
members also conducts a healing session 
weekly. 

Two of our Lodges arc no longer func¬ 
tioning; but we hope to start a new 
Centre in Petersburg in Northern Trans¬ 
vaal. 

Our 1985 Convention is scheduled to be 
held in Pretoria. 

Mr Arthur Bunton 
General Secretary 


AMERICA, CENTRAL 

No Report 
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ARGENTINA 


VVc held our 22nd Summer School in 
January 1984 in our new Thcosophical 
Colony in San Rafael. ‘Will is to be 
able to’ is really a motto to be applied 
to our experience in establishing the new 
colony. 

All our Lodges are carrying on the work 
of spreading Theosophy, and our National 
Section is making a great eflfort to keep on 
radiating its influence in a world of self¬ 
ishness and power-seeking. 

In April we had a welcome guest 
speaker in Mrs Sect ha Neelakantan who 
toured all our theosophical centres deli¬ 
vering interesting lectures. She also con¬ 
ducted three Seminars for members. Her 
visit vitalized and energized the theoso¬ 
phical work everywhere. 

Our national lecturer Mr Vicente Fiu- 
mano toured in Paraguay delivering public 
lectures and a course for members only. 
The other lecturer, Mr Juan Viftas also 
made an extensive lecture tour of the 
Section. 

The audio-visual ‘ Substratum ’ on 
a scientific background has been projected 
in several places where it evoked great 


interest. Other audio-visuals like ‘ Music 
in the Superphysical Worlds ’ (based on 
G. Hodson’s work), ‘ Some Pictures of the 
Milcnary India ‘ Pre-Colombine Civi¬ 
lization in Mexico ' Images of the 
Buddhist World ’ and * The Great 
Thcosophical Centres of the World ’ 
arc always attractive and draw large 
audiences to the halls where they are 
projected. This is a very beautiful and 
well organized work. 

At present our team of translators is 
working on several classic books of theo¬ 
sophical literature not yet available in 
Spanish. 

We send Letters to New Members for 
the first 18 months to familiarise them 
with Theosophy and the T.S. 

We arc making a study project for 
groups in order to get some experience in 
this field and then start a * Theosophical 
Study Centre ’ where members can go 
and make an in-depth study of the esoteric 
philosophy. 

Mr Juan Carlos Palmeiu 
General Secretary 


AUSTRALIA 


The reports received from the lodges 
and groups throughout the Australian 
Section have in general reflected an 
active and stable year. Most lodges have 
increased their activities and/or member¬ 
ship. In the state of Queensland both a 
new lodge and a new group have been 
started. 

A successful Annual Convention was 
held in January 1984 with Miss Joy Mills 
as Guest Speaker. Over 60 people 
atteuded as residents for the week-long 


event, with many others coming on * 
daily basis. We also had another inter¬ 
national visitor. Mr C. Robcrtson-Dunn 
from the Central and East African Sec¬ 
tion. 

There has been an increase in member¬ 
ship of 31, bringing the total to 1,217. 
Death has claimed several dedicated 
members including Sydney Saunders, 
Isabel Pringle, Gertrude Reid, Wands 
Sawtcll, Alice Cuthbcrtson and Edith 
Hill. The Membership Endowment 
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Scheme enrolled another memlwr, bring¬ 
ing its total to 24. 

Adelaide Lodge has had several study 
classes including one on training lecturers. 
Biavatskv I»dgc started classes on basic 
and intermediate Theosophy and The 
Start Doctrine. Perth Lodge’s centre at 
Mt. Helena continues to grow, and there 
are now plans to develop it into a centre 
for the Southeast Asian area. Melbourne 
Lodge continues to Ik* active six days of 
the week and one-day seminars have 
been a feature on the programme of the 
smaller lodges. 

The Headquarters continues to be a 
source of information and material for 
lodges, groups and members throughout 
the Section. Our Resource Catalogue 
provides a list of all such material avail¬ 
able, such as study courses, films and the 
titles of cassettes in our extensive Tape 
Library. Leaflets and bookmarks are 
printed and distributed by Head¬ 
quarters. 

The bookshops continue to be of great 
benefit to the Section—providing in¬ 
come for the lodges, making available 
T. S. literature to the members and 
public, and providing an avenue for 
advertising Theosophy and lodge activ¬ 


ities. The Quest Book Agency had 
another active year. 

Our National lecturer, Mr Phil Harris 
of Perth, visited all the lodges and groups 
throughout the Section. As General Sec¬ 
retary I also have managed to visit nearly 
all the lodges and groups. Such per¬ 
sonal contact has helped to sort out prob¬ 
lems and establish a more harmonious 
liaison. 

Our journal Theosophy in Australia has 
been published every quarter. 

A Theosophy-Science Group was started 
in the Section during the year with Dr 
Hugh Murdoch as Convenor. Their 
first Newsletter was issued in August 1984, 
and there are plans to hold a Science 
Seminar evciy two years. 

Groups and individuals work hard and 
enthusiastically right throughout Australia 
for the T.O.S., raising funds and partici¬ 
pating in active service. 

Out International Piesident, Mrs 
Radha Bumier, will be Guest Speaker 
at our Annual Convention in Canberra in 
January 1985. The prospects are bright 
for positive growth of our Section in the 
future. 

Miss Dianne Kay Kynaston 
General Secretary 


AUSTRIA 


The past year was a year of quiet and 
steady work in all our Branches, but alas, 
with not much success. As already ex¬ 
plained in last year’s report, the interest of 
the public in the work of the Theoso- 
phical Society is diminishing—perhaps 
because many so-called theosophical ideas 
are by virtue of their own validity more 
and more generally accepted and, though 
certainly only in part, propagated also 
by many other groups and persons, so 
5 


that people do not feel that these ideas 
arc something especially ‘ theosophical * 
and therefore also do not feel any reason 
for joining the Theosophical Society. 

So statistics show again a decrease of 
membership—from 226 last year to 214. 

A special feature of the year was the 
visit of our International President, Mrs 
Radha Bumier, in June 1984 who gave 
much appreciated lectures at Vienna and 
Graz. 
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In September 1984 we had—after 
last year’s interruption—again a Summer 
School at Pichl, directed by Mr Rudolf 
Hammer, Vice-President of our Branch 
at Vienna. The studies were based on 
chapters of the Centenary Publication 
The Universal Flame. Forty-three mem¬ 
bers took part—26 from Austria, 12 from 
Germany and 5 from other Sections. 


Our publishing house Adyar-VerUg a 
Graz published a new German edition c 
H.P. Blavatsky’s The Key to Tkeosopki a 
December 1983, and a second Gernu: 
edition of the Abridgement of the Seen 
Doctrine by Elizabeth Preston and Christ¬ 
mas Humphreys in September 1984. 

I)r Norbert Lalppert 
General Secretory 


BELGIUM 


Besides members, a growing number of 
sympathizers attend our public lectures. 
Four of our eight lodges are in Brussels. 
Membership now is 157, compared with 
176 a year before. 

The three-day visit of our International 
President last June was a great source of 
enthusiasm. 

Activities in Brussels include study 
courses on Theosophy, Astrology, Yoga 
Sutras of Patanjali and on Krishnamurti’s 
thought. In the province, there are study 
courses on The Secret Doctrine , Buddhism, 


and Symbolism and work of th< 
T.O.S. 

After ten years as General Secretary, 
Mr Lallcmand declined to stand for 
reelect ion, and Dr H. van drr Hechi 
was elected to this ollice. Mr and Mn 
Lallcmand are nevertheless continuing te 
help in the Section’s work, and they art 
warmly thanked for the tremendous work 
which they arc ceaselessly accomplishing 

Dr H. van der Hecht 
General Secretary 


BRAZIL 


We have the pleasure to perceive a 
quantitative as well as qualitative in¬ 
crease in the work of the Section during 
the year under review. Officials of 
several Lodges and Study Groups are 
becoming more conscious of the need for 
integrated work. 

In addition to several editions of books 
by Annie Besant, C.W. Leadbcatcr, 
Geoffrey Hodson and I.K. Taimni pub¬ 
lished privately under copyright licence 
from the Section, we are editing a book 
containing articles by our International 
President for publication in Portuguese 


under the title ‘Theosophy Today 
Increased book sales and the royaltio 
from private publishers augmented thf 
financial resources of the Section. 

Several seminars were held during the 
past year in different places in addition 
to regular meetings. There was a good 
attendance, including young members and 
sympathisers, at a week-long summer 
school organized in Sao Paulo. A 
regional meeting on the theme * Thco- 
sophical Companionship ' was held in 
February' in SSo Paulo, and again in 
September 1984. 
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The Inter-American Theosophicai Fed- 
rration consulted us about holding a 
meeting of the American Sections to be 
held in Porto Alegre city in April 1983. 
We agrerd and hope that it will be a 
'uccessful event. 

Our official journal, 0 Teosofista has 
been improved in its looks and contents. 
We also issued two news bulletins to 
inform members about Lodge and Section 
activities. There has been an increase 


of new members in several Lodges, a 
tendency wc hope will continue. 

YVc had the pleasure to have among us 
Sister Seetha Neelakantan from Advar in 
May 1984. Her lectures in many cities 
attracted large numbers of members and 
the public. 

The General Secretary' also visited 
intensively several cities in order to 
discuss Lodge work and give lectures. 

Mr Joao Baptista Brito Pinto 
General Secretary 


BURMA 


Regular monthly meetings and group 
discussions were held at most of our 
Mgrs. Our 71st annual convention was 
held in October 1983 at the Section 
Headquarters. Bro. U Than Kyaing, 
President of the Olcott Ixrdgc in Rangoon, 
presided over the conference which was 
•ell attended by members and friends. 

The Olcott Lodge held study' classes 
wd group meditation thrice a week. 
Extensive improvements were made to the 
»dge library'. Theosophicai anniver- 
uries were duly celebrated. 

The number of active lodges remained 
the same during the y'ear—six—with a 
'‘ight decrease in membership, which now 
totals 89. 

The Section ndfered a great loss during 


the year with the passing on of several of 
our senior and respected members. The 
gap is difficult to fill as wc have very few 
theosophicai lecturers and active workers. 
The task is therefore urgent to train 
our young members to carry' on the torch 
by' taking to more active work for the 
spread of theosophicai teachings. The 
message of Theosophy is needed more 
than ever to create Universal Brotherhood, 
tolerance and goodwill. The Buddha 
taught us the wisdom of the heart, toler¬ 
ance and compassion and it is our duty 
to bring home the truths of Theosophy' to 
our friends and spread the warm radia¬ 
tions of brotherly love and compassion. 

U Mauno Gyi 

General Secretary 


CANADA 


The activities of the Canadian Section 
tave been facilitated in recent months 
'tanks to the use of a lx>rrowed word 
processor. Its value is evident in several 
ttras, not least of which is the editing of 
! ta Section journal. 

The Section’s first film, ‘ Bey'ond 
Conflict produced in 1983, has been 
Morally released in video tape and also 
nfcde available in the tape size suitable 
for TV transmission. 


'The Section journal, The Canadian 
Theosophist , continues to l>e one of our 
major programmes. One of its features 
in the past year was the publication 
of a major, well researched article on 
‘Mahatma Gandhi and the Theosophicai 
Movement’, which was favourably re¬ 
ceived. On completion of the 64th volume 
of the magazine during the year under 
review, it was Ixnind together with 
Vol. 63 and copies were made available 
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to the several Canadian university libraries 
that have the entire series. 

The tape library of recorded theoso- 
phical lectures continues to grow and 
is increasingly used by members, 
especially those living in isolated places. 
The Home Study course is also available 
to new students of Theosophy. 

Activities of local branches make up the 
main part of the work of the Society, and 
the depth and variety of such work is 
encouraging. 

Our annual meeting was held in 
Toronto with Dr John Algco of the U. S. 
as Guest Speaker. The participation of 
Canadians in the Krotona School of 
Theosophy continues. Dr Alastair Taylor, 
a member of the Victoria Lodge, taught 
there during the 1983 Fall Term. Three 
Canadians attended the European School 
of Theosophy, the 1983 session of which 
was held in Germany. 

During the late spring of 1984, it was a 
pleasure to welcome to Canada Dr C.V. 
Agarwal, General Secretary' of the Indian 
Section. After attending a professional 
congress, he extended his stay to lecture 
and/or conduct workshops for the 
Section in Montreal, Toronto, Victoria, 
Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton. 

Last y'car plans were laid to resuscitate 
the North American Theosophical Stu¬ 
dent’s Conference, a successful coopera¬ 
tive programme of the Canadian and 
American Sections from 1969-72. The 
Conference, to lie held in late September, 
1984, in Toronto, is being coordinated by 
the Toronto Theosophical Society, with 
cooperation from the T. S. in Canaria. 
As in the past, it will be open to all 
students of Theosophy, regardless of 
affiliation. 

Such intcrorganizational activity was 
also the backbone of a highly successful 
conference presented by the U.S. West 
Coast Federation of Lodges in January 


1984. The major Theosophical group 
were invited to address the thetnr 
‘ Networking for Unity ’, and to say the 
least, this fraternal gathering promise; 
much for the future of the theosophical 
movement. The General Secretary was 
honoured to l>c invited to ‘join thr 
network ’ and participate in the * Net 
working for Unity ’ Conference as 
one of the two representatives speak¬ 
ing on behalf of the Theosophicai 
Society. 

Last but not least, this report gratefully 
acknowledges the w'ork of the Lizzie 
Arthur Russell Theosophical Memorial 
Trust. Its activities, commensurate with 
its opportunities, included the award of 
an annual scholarship to a giaduatr 
student in Western Canada. This year, 
the Trust made a substantial contribution 
to the costs incurred with Dr Agarwal’i 
lecture tour, and is the lender of thr 
word processing equipment mentioned 
earlier. 

4 Make your activity commensurate 
with your oppoi Utilities...* So wrote H. P 
Blavatsky to an early member of the 
Society. She was referring specifically 
to the w'ork of a certain I»dge and warned 
that nothing could kill it except passivity. 
Her advice was good then, and is good 
now. As we move into another year of 
work on behalfof the Society this surely i» 
sound advice, whether to ourselves at 
individuals or as groups. The oppor¬ 
tunities facing us arc many. If we direct 
our activity accordingly, and perform it 
always with a positive attitude and with 
a spirit of cooperation among all fellow 
students of Theosophy, we shall help to 
strengthen a network which itself will be 
the source of still further oppoi timities 
in the future. 

Mr Ted G. Davy 
Getural Secretary 
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CHILE 


For the first tiinr in many years we 
$urted a Medium Course of Theosophy 
which is becoming popular. Our Basic 
Course of Theosophy continues in both 
Santiago and Valparaiso. 

As reported earlier, our activities are 
crnticd in the two principal cities 
Santiago, 4 lodges and Valparaiso, 2 
lodges). Both cities have well-patronised 
Libraries and Bookshops. 

In Santiago, from March to December, 
public meetings arc held every week and 
they arc well attended as the programmes 
are broadcast over three radio stations. 
In the summer period instead of lec¬ 
tures, public discussion meetings were 
held which were ]>opular. This will be 
continued in the coming year. 

Two distinguished Theosophists lec¬ 
tured in our Section during the year: Mis 


Betsan Coals and Mrs Seetha Ncelakantan. 
The President of the Inter-American, 
Thcosophical Federation, Mr Manuel 
Farinich, is also scheduled for a lecture 
tour in November 1984. 

As a new activity, we now have formed 
a Basic Development Group whose mem¬ 
bers put more accent on the living of the 
teaching and cxjjounding to the public the 
thcosophical teachings. The group held 
a two-day seminar in September with 
positive results. Wc arc also in the process 
of forming a Young Theosophists group 
with plans to hold weekly get-togethers. 

A course on 4 Introduction to Con¬ 
centration and Meditation ’ is also 
planned for the coming year. 

Mr Malricio Froimovicii S. 

General Secretary 


COLOMBIA 


All the eight Lodges in Colombia (with 
a total membership of 144) met regularly 
once a week. Also some Study Groups 
continue to meet regularly every week in 
Bogota and Bucaramanga. 

Mrs Seetha Neelakantan from Adyar 
visited us for six days in June and gave 
ux talks which were very well appreciated 
by all. The General Secretai y j>aid week- 
long visits to the Lodges and Study Groups 
of Medellin and Bucaramanga and gave 
daily talks in addition to meeting the 
members. 

Two new pamphlets were issued during 
the year for free distribution: ‘Why 
Search for Truth ?’and ‘DoWc Know How 
to Live ?’ Five books, all by Annie Besant 
translated into Spanish by the General 
Secretary, were published during the year : 


The Thcosophical Life; Revelation , Inspiration , 
Observation; Hints on the Study of the Bha - 
gavad Gita , and the first and second seiies 
of Practical jVotes for Students of Occultism. 
Copies have been supplied to other Spa¬ 
nish-speaking Sections with free permission 
for reprinting. 

Our magazine Seleccion Teosojica is 
published regularly and distributed to 
all members and their friends. Copies 
are also sent free to other Sections and 
Lodge-, in Spanish-speaking countries. 

Our Newsletter is sent every month 
to all members and also a Guide Letter 
on Studies for New Members during the 
first two months of their membership. 

Mr Walter Ballesteros 
General Secretary 
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CUBA 


All lodges in the Cuban Section have 
been working actively with great enthu¬ 
siasm and devotion. W«* are working to 
encourage members in the study of 
Theosophy. Several lodges arc con¬ 
ducting study classes in theosophical liter¬ 
ature such as At the Feet of the Master , 
Introduction to )oga by Annie Bcsant, and 
Self-Culture and Science and Occultism by 
I.K. Taiinni. 

Our journal. Revista Teosojia Cabana , 
is being published in mimeographic form 
.and distributed free to all members. 

Our 79th Annual Convention, held 
20-22 January* 1984 under the theme 


‘ The Path of Inner Unfoldment 
was marked by a spirit of brothcrliness 
and harmony among the participants. 

In addition to regular meetings, the 
Section and lodges duly celebrated all 
theosophical anniversaries. September 
22, 1984 was again observed as ‘ The 
Cuban Theosophist Day ’ to pay homage 
to past workers and to strengthen the 
spiritual bonds among members. Several 
inter-lodge meetings were also held to 
promote brotherly relations among mem¬ 
bers and lodges. 

Dr Lelia Fernandes Paoola 
General Secretary 


DENMARK 


There has been an increase in our 
Section work during the last year. The 
public interest in the T.S. is growing in 
many ways and our membership increased 
to ’>03. 

Our successful study-seminars on 
4 Theosophy and Esoteric Philosophy * 
continued this summer with about 95 
participants. This year we again held 
two seminars, each lasting six days. The 
first was a detailed and careful introduc- 
tion to the principles of Theosophy; 
the second presented wider and more 
complex perspectives in the theosophical 
axioms. We have planned a third semi¬ 
nar for next summer that will extend the 
teachings further. 

In several cities we have series of 
public lectures in schools in the evening 
besides our public lectures and meetings 
in lodges. All this makes our field of 
work larger and larger. We have had 


two programmes over the radio, lasting 
for two and two and a half hours and 
reaching thousands of people. 

Our printing work has greatly expanded 
despite many practical problems, and in¬ 
cluded publication of C. W. Leadbcatcr'i 
The Astral Plane, Invisible Helpers and 
.1 Textbook of Theosophy. We also printed 
The Divine Plan by Geoffrey Harbor ka 
thanks to a grant from the NEPF. Book 
sales are going very well. In addition, wc 
have completed translation of ten more 
books--by Ian the Hoskins, Geoffrey 
Hodson, C. W. L. and others. 

Wc work witji enthusiasm to spread 
the theosophical teachings and way of 
life. Our great responsibility is to present 
Theosophy in modern langauage without 
getting superficial—a difficult but fas¬ 
cinating task. 

Mrs Marion Bennis 
General Secretary 
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ENGLAND 


Meetings, seminars, lectures and study 
groups continued in the period under 
review throughout the English Section, 
which has 73 lodges and Centres. For 
the corresponding period last year there 
were 2,054 memliers and for this year 
there has been a decrease to 1,767. This 
loss of 287 mcmliers is greatly to Ik* regret¬ 
ted. The fall is probably due to the 
increased subscriptions which has made 
us more viable financially but at the cost 
of this drop in membership, although we 
have applied the H.P.B. principle that 
nobody need pay any subscription if un¬ 
able to do so. 

Headquarters’ activities have again in¬ 
creased. There is some activity happen¬ 
ing at Headquarters every night. There 
are two current open study groups, one 
on ‘The Nature of Man * (based on The 
Key to Theosophy by H.P. Blavatsky); a 
follow-up to the Introductory Course, and 
a new course on * Consulting the “ I 
Ching ” ’. The continuing courses con¬ 
sist of an Inquirers’ Class, The Voice of 
the Silence , * Basic Aspects of Theosophy \ 
'Metaphysics and The Secret Doctrine 
' Philosophical Foundations of The Secret 
DoctrineThe Mahatma Letters , and ‘The 
Nature of Man ’. 

There are three classes in Hatha Yoga 
for Beginners, Intermediate, and Ad¬ 
vanced students; a class in the T’ai- Chi 
Ch’ uan, and two classes on Meditation. 

The Section's Summer School at Ripon, 
Yorkshire, was attended by more than 
150 people, and our International Presi¬ 
dent, Radha Burnier, who was the Prin¬ 
cipal Speaker, gave a number of lectures 
including a public lecture on Annie 
Besant. 

At TekeLs Park 10 seminars/workshops 
and 4 residential weekends were organized 
by the Publicity Department. 


The Sunday Public Lectures arc con¬ 
centrating on the history of the Thcoso- 
phical Society and so far have covered the 
period 1875 to 1891, when our great 
founder, H.P. Blavatsky. died. The av¬ 
erage attendance is around 50 rising to 
near 100 when we have a star speaker. 

Inquiries lcceived by the Publicity 
and Information Officers fell, by about 
10% on last year's figures, to 588. At 
least 35% of these came as a result of 
advertising, but as about half of those 
who contact the Department do not say 
how they heard of the T.S. many more 
inquiries may originate from advertising. 
Still the greatest number of new members 
arise out of personal recommendations 
or through reading about the Society in 
occult or related literature. 

During the year visitors from 21 coun¬ 
tries came to our Headquarters and we 
received correspondence from another 26 
countries. There is still a strong demand 
for badges and pendants from abroad. 
Our sales of cassette tapes amounted to 
over £800 and those made by Rohit 
Mehta (who gave a series of lectures 
dui ing the summer) sold particularly well. 

During the past 12 months 3,773 b<x>ks 
were issued by the Library. Of these 
1,079 were on Theosophy while 477 were 
on Western Occultism and 472 on Com¬ 
parative Religion. 

Over 100 new books were added to 
the Library during this period. A major 
acquisition to the Library equipment 
has lH*en the purchase of a microfiche 
reader and a set of the Mahatma letters on 
microfiche. It is hoped to increase the 
stock of microfiche material during the 
coming years. The number of cassettes 
available on loan to members has again 
been increased and continues to prove 
popular. . 
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Research continues to be done for 
members in many countries and special 
books from our collection have been 
provided through the British Library 
Association to icadets in many parts of 
England. 

The Blavat&ky Lecture was given at the 
Annual Convention by Jeanine Miller, 
who was the Principal Home Speaker at 
the Summer School. Her lecture ‘ The 
Flame Divine ’ is now on sale as a booklet 
at £1.25. The theme of the Summer 
School was ‘Theosophy East and West*. 

The Theosophical Journal is .still being 
issued at two-monthly intervals and a 
syllabus of lodges, seminars, weekends 
and lectures is included. While the 
General Secretary is responsible for the 
overall content of the Journal, Marion 
Caws continues as the effective Editor of 
the Journal with the technical help of 
Rosamundc Prior. 

The Olcott Letter, written by the 
General Secretaiy, is still issued six times 
yearly to the unattached members. 

The Theosophical Publishing House 
has again had a very successful year. The 
bookshop is opposite the British Museum 
and many liooks are sold to Museum 
visitors and other passers-by. 

The following works have been re¬ 
printed: The Mental Body by A. E. Powell, 
The Occult World by A. P. Sinnett, The 
Story of Atlantis and the Ijost Lemuria by 
W. Scott-Elliott, Theosophy , What’s it all 
about by G. A. Farthing, and a compilation 
of articles by P. G. Bowen has been 


published by the Society in a booklet 
entitled Hatha Toga. 

Theosophical publications are also sold 
at the Summer School, at weekend events 
and are also purchased in the Inquiry 
Room at Headquarters. VVe have had 
difficulties in maintaining an adequate 
set vice in the Inquiry Room owing to a 
lack of voluntary helpers. 

The Theosophical Order of Service hat 
had .an increase of membership and iu 
humane activities continue under Madge 
Hooper’s chairmanship. She has been 
seeking to establish closer relations with 
the Indian Section. 

The Tekcls Park Guest House continues 
to prosper and is often used for weekend 
events by kindred organizations. 

The English Section continued its 
active participation in European activ¬ 
ities and many members attended various 
activities and schools in other European 
countries. Ianthc Hokins, International 
Speaker, visited a number of European 
countries and also South Africa. 

Out broad policy in the English Section 
remains the advancement of Theosophy 
in an eclectic and up-to-date way, hoping 
that many of those who attend our fringe 
: divides will take up the deep study of 
H.P. Blavatskv, Annie Besant, Krishna- 
murti and others w'ho have created the 
mainstream of theosophical thought since 
the Society’s foundation in 1875. 

Dr Hloh Gray 
(General Secrttan 


FINLAND 


The year under report has been quite 
an active one. In October the Section 
participated in the Exhibition of Knowl¬ 
edge and Spirit where its activities were 


presented to the public through short 
lectures, literature, books, dia-positivr* 
and a film. 

In July a group of 26 persons from 
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Finland attended the European Congress 
at Poitiers in France. It provided a 
great opportunity to all the participants 
to live Theosophy besides listening to 
excellent lectures by many prominent 
Theoiophists. 

Our annual convention was held dur¬ 
ing Easter in Helsinki, with Mr Gunnar 
Larson from Sweden as guest speaker. 
The three-day convention was marked 
by mutual harmony, renewal of friend¬ 
ships and brotherliness of members from 
far and near. 

The visit of the International President, 
Mrs Radha Burnier, for our Summer 
School at Krcivila in June attracted 120 
participants. She gave three lectures to 
the grateful audience and also led the 
morning meditations during her stay. 
She also gave a radio interview which was 
broadcast a week later. The second part 
of the summer school was led by Dr 
Henryk Skolimowski from U.S.A. The 
participants had now the opportunity 
to make acquaintance with cco-phil- 
osophy. The summer school was thus a 
real success. 

Our membership now totals 579, and 


19 of our 20 Lodges arc active. The 
work in the Lodges has been carried on as 
usual. Public lectures arc arranged as 
usual during autumn and spring semes¬ 
ters. In Helsinki the Section holds 
lectures each Sunday. A monthly lec¬ 
ture is arranged by the local Lodge in ten 
other cities. There is good cooper¬ 
ation between the different Lodges and 
the Section in routing the lecturers around 
the country. 

Our Round Table has 25 active mem¬ 
bers and meetings are held once a month. 
Healing groups have also been active in 
Helsinki and three other cities. 

Krcivila—our summer place—has been 
a good help for the work of the Section. 
In addition to the Sununer School and 
other theosophical meetings held there, 
many other groups—such as those con¬ 
cerned with healing, yoga and healthy 
food—hold their meetings there. The 
paiticipants of these meetings also get 
acquainted with Theosophy there and 
many new members have joined the 
Society that way. 

Mrs Kyllikki Vuorinen 
General Secretary 


FRANCE 


The number of members in the French 
Section is still decreasing this year, un¬ 
fortunately, but many people arc attend¬ 
ing our meetings even if they are not yet 
members. 

The activities go on at the Head¬ 
quarters in Paris and also in the Lodges 
in France as well as in Africa. Seminars 
were organized in Paris, in Britanny, in 
Marseille and in Togo (Africa), and all 
of them were very well attended. 

We had the great pleasure to receive 
our International President for our 


National Convention. She also met our 
Lodge Presidents and workers and partici¬ 
pated in a Q,and A session. 

The European Congress held in Poitiers 
was a success. Members came from all 
parts of Europe and even from the French 
speaking part of Canada. We had very 
good lectures (in English and French) 
and an audio-visual history of the T. S. 
from its origin to the 1984 Congress 
which was a very’ great success. 

The General Secretary, with another 
member, paid a visit to the Lodges in 


6 
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Ivory Coast, Camcroun, Congo and Togo 
in Africa. It was the first time tlrat a 
General Secretary was visiting them, and 
it was truly a festival for them. Lectures 
were given in many towns and many 
questions were answered after the lectures 
as well as in the Lodge* and in private 
groups. It was decided to help our 
African Brothers by inviting delegates 


from each Lodge to come to France in 
1985 for a Seminar, and they will par¬ 
ticipate in the Pays Latins Summer School 
in Britanny. 

Our magazine lj Lotus Bleu is published 
regularly, and the Editions Adyar goes on 
also, with some new publications. 

Mrs Francoise Caracostea 
dr rural Secretary 


GERMANY, WEST 


During the past year our main con¬ 
cern was for the young members or 
rather for young people. We first estab¬ 
lished aTheosophical Library for children 
and young people. Next the Section 
adopted two Tibetan youths from Mund- 
god in India. They will be supported 
financially by the German Section while 
some members will keep personal contact 
with them. 

Thirdly, the Section offered a free- 
of-charge Whitsuntide meeting for young¬ 
er members and their families in central 
Germany. The planning and organizing 
w f as mainly in the hands of the younger 
ones. The response w'as not as good as 
we had hoped, but a small active group 
w’as formed which will organize future 
weekends. 

The second ‘European School of Theos¬ 
ophy * was held in October 1983 in 
Hannovcrsch-Munden. In general the 
place was found to be very sxiitable. 

During the winter months several 
lecture tours w’erc organized for the 


General Secretary, the Treasurer and 
other memlHTS to visit the various groups 
in Germany. 

Besides the spring and autumn studv 
weekends in North and South Germany, 
the annual Summer School this seat took 
place again at the village St. Martin. 
The theme was ‘ Theosophy—Our Cer¬ 
tainty in an Endangered Wot Id’. The 
guest of honour w’as our International 
President, Mi* Kadha Burnier. During 
the summer school Mrs Eva Maas from 
Hanau was elected as the new General 
Secretary for the German Section. Mrs 
Gcrda Hofei did not run for office for 
another term in order to concentrate moie 
fully on other thcosophical work, includ¬ 
ing editing the Section magazine Adyar. 

The work of our various Dnlges started 
again in Septembei and the regular study 
weekends in North and South Germany 
were held with great success. 

Mrs Eva Maas 
General Secretary 


GREECE 


All lodges of the Greek Section con¬ 
tinued their work in 1984 on the pattern 
of earlier years. A new Lodge (Besant) 
w’as added to the already existing seven 
Lodges in Greece. 


The membership of the Section as on 
30-9-1984 was 240. 

Our bi-monthly journal Ilisos has a 
circulation of 2,800. 

Mr C. Melissaropoi’LOL'S 
General Secretary 



Annual Report 1983 84 43 


ICELAND 


The activities of our Section during 
the year were similar to those in earlier 
wars. In Reykjavik public lectures were 
ji\m twice a month from October to 
June, and lectures in Lodges twice a 
month. Guided meditation was held 
once a week. 

Our magazine, Gangleri, was published 
twice during the year, in 2.200 copies. 
Slundilfari , the Section's newsletter, ap¬ 
peared twice. 

The visit of the International President, 
Mrs Radha Burnicr, for our Summer 
School in June was the greatest event in 
the Society’s work in Iceland. We are 
deeply grateful for the pleasure of having 
her with us and her contribution was 


highly encouraging to our work. She 
gave three talks and also intetesting 
discussion programmes. The Summer 
School was well attended and highly 

successful. 

The annual convention, held in May, 
elected Mrs Helga Joakimsdottir as 
General Secrctai y to succeed Mr Oni 
Guomundsson who decided not to stand 
for re-election. 

There was a slight decrease in mcm- 
Ijcrship during the year, which is now 409. 

In the time ahead there is great work 
to be done, w’herc the main stress will 
l>e on increasing activity in the lodges. 

Mrs Heloa Joakimsdottir 
(General Secretary 


INDIA 


During the year under review we have 
started in the Indian Section Head¬ 
quarters a Department of Studies to 
render assistance to new l-zxlges and the 
members attached directly to the Section 
« well as others who enquire and seek. 
The Department is under the chairman¬ 
ship of Mr G. K. R. Patri from Hydera¬ 
bad. We need a band of wor kers to 
assist him in this task. It is hoped that 
very soon the department will fill a much 
felt need. 

Thanks to a gift, facility for copying 
cassette tapes lias been acquired and 
copies of talks are being made available 
for sale. Lodges formed during the last 
three years are being contacted and 
advised regarding the nature of the 
programme and individual study. Assist¬ 
ance has l>een given for publication of the 
Oriva translation of Theosophy Explained 
in Questions and Answers. 


The International President, Mrs 
Radha Bumier, and Vice-President, Mr 
Surcndra Narayan, despite their busy' 
schedule, spared time to visit several 
Federations and inspire members at a 
number of places during annual confei- 
cnccs and centenary celebrations of some 
Lodges. 

I visited and spoke at Federations anti 
Lodges around the country; also lectured 
at some lodges in the U.S.A. and Canada. 
Our National Lecturers—Dr A. Kantian, 
I)r Shankar Raju Naidu, Mr N. C. 
Rainanujachary, Smt Malati Pandya and 
Prof. H. E. Hakim—toured extensively 
during the year and their visits were much 
appreciated. In addition, Mr Rohit 
Mehta and Mr R. Gopalaratnam also 
toured various federations and presided 
over conferences. 

The various Federations held numerous 
study camps as usual. Nineteen books were 
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published in various Indian languages, 
including the publication by the Assam 
Federation in Assamese of Reincarnation by 
Dr Besant. Also under print is the 
Assamese translation of Invisible Helpers. 
Many of the Federations regularly pub¬ 
lish their own journals or bulletins. 

Dr A. Kannan and Dr R. C. Rath 
continue to publish their Theosophv- 
Sciencc journals: The Bulletin of Theos¬ 
ophy-Science Study Group in India and Theo- 
Scientist, respectively, under quite difficult 
conditions. 

The Theosophica! Order of Service 
in India completed the 75th year of 
its service to those who suffer. Its 
activities arc gaining momentum through¬ 
out the Section. 

In response to an appeal made last year, 
several members have been rendering 
voluntary service at the Headquarters in 
recent months. However, the need 
exists for more honorary workers at the 
Headquarters who can put in more 
or less full-time work, and I hope that 
members who have just retired or arc 
about to retire will come forward to 
replace some of the older workers. 

The Delhi Federation finally secured 
possession of the Kagal Memorial Theo- 
sophical Hall in Delhi, under dispute for 
a long time. It is a suitable centre of 
activity in the capital city and is now 
being put to effective use, including study 
camps. 

The Centenary of the Indian Section 
will be in 1990. It is proposed that the 
Centenary Year be fittingly celebrated 
and special efforts be made from now on 
to spread the message of the Divine 
Wisdom. The International President 


has been requested to have the Intent* 
tiona) Convention that year at Varanasi. 

There was a small decrease in member- 
ship during the year, which stood at 10,155 
on 1-10-1984. 

An arduous, sustained effort and great 
energy arc needed for treading the spiri¬ 
tual path towards w-hich, or on which, 
each and every’ T.S. member is moving 
The present International President hat 
been engaged in trying to take the Theo- 
sophical Society towards * a serious ap¬ 
proach' to life. She has given us a ‘call 
to action ’, but how many of us pay heed ? 

Not only H.P.B. but all theosophica) 
workers have pointed out the need for a 
sustained endeavour on the part of the 
individual member to study and dis¬ 
seminate the Ancient Wisdom. The 
Society brings together like-minded per¬ 
sons in an environment which fosters a 
spirit of enquiry for mutual help and 
sharing of knowledge. It provides op¬ 
portunities for fellow mcmlKis to help 
each other by their own experiences and 
researches. Further, literature embody¬ 
ing the Wisdom such as can be expressed 
in the words of those who have gone 
ahead is made available. However, mere 
mental grasp of various subjects will not 
be of much avail unless members ‘ theos- 
ophise * their daily life and relationships 
I would like to conclude this report on 
an optimistic note. There is no need to 
feel diffident or inadequate in meeting 
the challenges. They can be met by 
enthusiasm, courage, patience, wisdom 
and determination, to quote the words 
of the ancients. 

Dr C.V. Acarwal 
General Secretary 
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INDONESIA 


Our 21st Annual Congress was held in 
Surabaya, East Java, 12-14 May, 1984, 
toted by Penerangan Lodge. As 

decided at the Congress, a training 
wiion for workers in Java and Bali was 
beldat Punten, East Java, in August. It 
was ably conducted by Mr R. S. Soejatno, 
former General Secretary, who has 

brought home from Krotona much 
knowledge and experience. The course 
covered modern methods of holding 
discussions and workshops and public 
rpeaking. The participants were mostly 
officers, lecturers and workers from lodges 
m East and Central Java and Bali. It is 
planned to hold similar sessions in other 
areas of the Section, preferably one every’ 
quarter. 

One of the difficulties we face is a lack 
of lecturers and leaders. Lodges are, 
however, arranging discussions and 

workshops to enlist wider participation 
of members. Our y*outh section is almost 
inactive, perhaps due to the fact that 


most of the young people are fully engaged 
in earning their livelihood under difficult 
conditions of unemployment and stiff 
competition. 

A translation of H.P.B.'s Practical Occult¬ 
ism was published during the year with a 
giant from the Non-English Publications 
Fund, bringing the total of translated 
publications to twelve. Another book 
ready for publication is James S. Perkins’ 
Through Death to Rebirth. 

The number of Lodges remain the same, 
21; most lodges hold weekly meetings with 
public lectures, discussions, workshops, 
meditation and Q,and A sessions. 

Tire T.O.S. is active in some major 
Lodges rendering service to the poor and 
to orphanages. 

A Healing Group has just l**en formed 
in Jakarta under the leadership of Mr 
Soejatno. 

Mr H. \1. Soesiswo 
General Secretary 


IRELAND 

No Report 


ITALY 


The year under review witnessed a 
gradual growth of the Italian Section, 
with three new Lodges, composed of 
younger members. The number of 
lodges now stands at 35, with a total 
niembership of 1,050. Also the number 
of subscribers of our Section Journal 
readied nearly 1,000 among which arc 
many non-members, also from abroad and 
Jomr public libraries. 


Wc published the fourth volume of 
The Secret Doctrine in a new edition; 
also Annie Besant’s Karma and The 
Fundamental I mujs oj Theosophy , the 
second edition of A. P. Sinnctt s Ksoteric 
Buddhism . and the fourth edition of 
C.W. Leadbcater’s Chakras. 

Our 70th National Convention was 
held May 31-June 3 at Castrocaro, 
attended by 122 members from around 
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Italy. Mrs Hcrminc Sabctav was the 
guest speaker. The theme of the Con¬ 
vention was ‘The Contribution of Theos¬ 
ophy to Solve the Present Crisis * which 
was treated by 15 speakers. 

A special opportunity was the visit of our 
beloved President, Mrs Radha Burnier, 
who was in Milan 22-25 August. Mem¬ 
bers came to hear her from all parts of 
Italy and the hall was full for her talks. 

The General Secretary lectured during 


the year in Venice, Milano, Genova, 
Florence, Forli and Perugia, as well as in 
Trieste. 

There is an incieasing longing for spiri¬ 
tual teachings, but scarce understanding 
of what is spiritual. Therefore it is ncccsj- 
ary to offer a chance to all seekers to 
know’ better what Theosophy is and what 
application it may have in daily life. 

Mr Edoardo Bratixa 
General Secretary 


MEXICO 


At our annual convention held in 
Mexico City in Septeml>er, Mr Isaac 
Jauli Davila was elected as General 
Secretary to succeed Mr Alfonso Morales 
who had held the office for six yeats. 
The convention also adopted several 
amendments to the Section’s Rules to 
streamline our constitutional framework. 

The visit of Mrs Scetha Xeclakantan 
from Adyar and her lectures in Mexico 
City, Puebla and Cuernavaca generated 
enthusiasm and interest among mcin!>ers 
and the genet al public. 

Our nine lodges and four study centies 
continued their routine work of meetings 
and study courses of Theosophy at 
different levels. 


With generous help from Mr Mario 
Suarez Del Real the Section has published 
four Ijook' in Spanish which arc being 
distributed in Mexico and in Latin 
American countries. Another book, Sera i 
Great Religions , is scheduled to l>c printed 
in the coming year. 

With a generous donation of 219 books 
by a member, our library collection was 
augmented and reorganized. We haw 
also approached the American Section 
for a book donation. 

Mr Alfonso Morales 
and 

Mr Isaac Jauli Davila 
General Secretary 


NETHERLANDS 


In November 1983 Mrs Inrke Vrolijk 
was elected General Secretary in suc¬ 
cession to Mr Arend Haybroek who held 
the office for six yeats. 

Our Summer School in August 1984 
on the theme * No Religion higher than 
Truth * w’as well attended: of the 150 
participants, nearly three-fourths were 


non-members. We also held a special 
wvek-end programme in May on the 

theme 4 Time and Eternity ’. 

An outstanding event of the year 
was the visit May 22-26 of our 

International President, Mrs Radha 

Burnier. She gave several packed 

public lectures- in Arnhem, the Hague, 
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Amsterdam and the Naardcu Centre 
addressed members’ meetings and 
ilv. .mended a meeting oi’nui Coveining 
Board. 

Our two-yeat training e.mirse is now in 
its second year; several of the 25 partici¬ 
pants are new members. 


The Section now has a membership of 
827 in 20 Lodges. 

Our T. 1*. H. published a reprint of 
At the Feet of the Master. A translation of 
The Abridgement of The Secret Doctrine is 
getting ready. 

Mrs Inekk Yrolijk 
General Secretary 


NEW ZEALAND 


It is gratifying to report steady pro¬ 
gress during the past year. There is an 
increase in membership (now 1,559) and 
it is pleasing to note that some of the 
smaller lodges are growing in numbers. 

The General Secretary visited most of 
the lodges twice, speaking at both public 
and members’ meetings. The lodges 
were well served by other visiting lecturers 
of the Section as well. Mr Lionel Taylor, 
as National Lecturer, made two touts of 
the Section. Many members reported 
that they had been stimulated to further 
reading and study by the wide variety of 
subjects presented by the lecturers. 

Advertising drew a large number of 
subscribers to out magazine Theosophy in 
.Yew Zealand, may of whom have since In¬ 
come members. There is a constant 
demand for the free literature we send to 
lodges. The booklet *A Spiritual Science 
for Today * is popular because of the 
wide coverage it gives to enquirers. For 
the first 18 months of membership new 
members are sent an informative letter 
each month, covet ing a broad field of 
study. 

Fourteen coloured films with sound 
tracks have been made available free 
for lodge use. They serve as a good 
draw-card to attract people. Some sets of 
slides arc also available on request to 
provide support for lecturers' talks. 


Again this year the Section participated 
in several sessions on the series * Reli¬ 
gious Kaleidoscope ’ on the National 
Programme of Radio New Zealand. Mr 
Murray Stentiford has ably presented the 
Theosophical view in these progiamines. 

Several lodges and a number of mem¬ 
bers liave made use of the free study 
courses and supplementary reading books 
available from Hradquartcis. 

Our Cassette Centte recorded another 
successful year with 559 cassettes sold and 
138 exchanged. There has been a good 
demand from overseas for cassettes. In 
all, since 1973, the Centre has processed 
4,410 cassettes. 

Mr Geoffrey Hodson left a wonderful 
collection of books to the Society and 
these are being catalogued. A large 
number has been added to the Reference 
Library, the balance for the Study Course 
Resource literature. Many members 
take advantage of our Postal Library, to 
which 70 new r titles were added during 
the year. This service is much appre¬ 
ciated. 

Some of the younger members have 
organized camps which are w-ell attended. 
Some take part in healing group work. 

In Auckland a Young Mothers’ group 
has had interesting, instructive gatheiings 
to discuss motherhood in the light of 
theosophical teachings. YVe hope the 
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idea will spread throughout New Zealand. 

T.O.S. work is carried on mainly by 
T.S. members through existing groups for 
service to the handicapped, animals and 
prisoners. 

Throughout New Zealand we are for¬ 
tunate in having a body of dedicated 
members who shoulder the work of the 
Society, who through their firm commit¬ 
ment to the truths of Theosophy toil for 
the upliftment of mankind. 

Throughout the world there is a growing 
awareness of a new approach to life- the 
Thcosophical Holistic approach, which 
might be termed a spiritual ecology', the 
great need to acknowledge the Universal 


Brotherhood of Man whereby the prob¬ 
lems of one nat ion or group arc the prob¬ 
lems of all. Theosophy is the great 
nucleus which can change' the chaos of 
today into the new age of tomorrow. 

Great is our responsibility. Every- one 
of us can help in some way. All the 
great religions belicy-c that the power at 
the heart of the universe is an energy of 
love, which is available for every human 
being. It is nuclear when yve practise the 
golden rule of loving all others as our¬ 
selves, without difference of race, nation, 
culture, religion, or economic status. 

Mr Conrad Jamieson 
General Secretary 


NORWAY 


The Norwegian Section has changed 
its name to ‘ The Theosophical Society 
in Norway*. VVe have intensified our 
actiy-itics and notice an increasing interest 
among younger people. Of all our new 
members during the past three years only 
a few are over 40. This year yve had to 
accept many lapsings because of non¬ 
payment. In other yvords, our Society 
has been through a rejuvenating process. 
Memljcrship noyv stands at 84. 

We elected a ncyv General Secretary, 
Mrs Agnes Ibsen, yvho took over office as 
from 15 September 1984. 

I am glad to report the re-establishing 
of our Norwegian Thcosophical Publishing 
House and publication of a ncyv transla¬ 
tion of At the Feet of the Master. Three- 
four more books are to follow v'ery soon. 
The start of this publishing house has 
been made possible by a generous 
donation from the Non-English Publica¬ 
tions Fund, for yvhich we arc y*ery 
grateful. 


Several of our members participated in 
the Syvcdish Summer School and the 
European Congress this year and attended 
the European School of Theosophy last 
autumn. 

Our study circle met 12 times in the 
past year, discussing main issues of 
Theosophy as propounded in standard 
thcosophical literature. We also increas¬ 
ed the number of Section meetings with 
talks by our own members and get- 
togethers after the meetings. 

A study group of young members and 
non-members yvas active in translating 
and printirg basic thcosophical boob, 
and designing new- brochures. We also 
published tw*o quarterlies, one together 
yvith Sw'edcn, and one for our Section 
news. Distribution included friends and 
libraries. 

Mr Tom Deoenaars 
( former ) General Secretary 
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PHILIPPINES 


Despite increasing economic difficulties 
ind political turbulence in the country, 
the Section had a good and successful 
vtar and apparently is on the way to 
better times ahead. Seventy-five new 
members joined during the year increas¬ 
ing our mcml>crship to 188. 

Highlights of the year were the 
Section’s Golden Anniversary celebration 
in December 1983 and the National 
Convention in June 1984, at which Mr 
Vic Hao-Chin Jr. was elected General 
Secretary to succeed Mrs Cleo Gregorio 
who headed the Section for 14 years. 

To stress the Society’s Brotherhood 
objective, the second week of October 
1983 was observed as Brotherhood Week 
featuring three lectures. One was on the 
work of the United Nations to promote 
the concept. 

Book sales are picking up and the 
Library is being increasingly used bv 
members and inquirers. A generous 
donation of books by Mr Bob Jordan of 
Ojai, California, augmented the Library 
collection. 

The T.O.S. has two active departments: 
two healing groups and one for social 
tervicc, including prisoners. A meditation 
group meets regularly at the Headquarters 
every Wednesday. 

A long-range plan for the Section 


approved by the new Board of Trustees 
has a dual objective: to make the 
thcosophical philosophy widely available 
in the Philippines, and to undertake 
intensive training of thcosophical workers. 

A Correspondence Course on Introduc¬ 
tory Theosophy based on the course of 
Emogcnc Simons was launched in August 
1984. Public lectures every Sunday at 
the Headquarters arc advertised to attract 
a l>ctter audience. 

An information package has Ijccn 
developed containing general information 
about Theosophy including application 
forms for Correspondence Course. 

Seminars on ‘The Practice of Medita¬ 
tion ’ and The Secret Doclriru arc scheduled 
for the coming year. 

An experimental workshop on writing 
has been undertaken to help develop 
local thcosophical authors. The encour¬ 
agement of original research and writing 
has been set as a major policy of the 
Section. 

The Board has also decided to launch 
a Thcosophical Foundation for raising a 
sizeable fund to support the work of the 
Section. 

Mrs Cleo Z. Gregorio 

& 

Mr Vicente Hao-Chin Jr. 

General Secretary 


PORTUGAL 


The work in the Portuguese Section 
during 1984 was very similar to what it was 
in previous years. We had public lectures 
And symposia at the Headquarters every 
fortnig)it and Lodge meetings every week. 
We duly celebrated all the Thcosophical 
days. 


In the past year we also had some 
public meetings organized by the Lodges 
which was a good contribution to our 

work. 

The great event of the year was the 
first-ever visit of a T.S. President to 
Portugal. It was with great rejoicing 


7 


50 The I heosophica! Society 


that the- members received the- news of 
Mis Radha Bumier’s coming, and many 
members interrupted their holidays 
(August is holiday time in Portugal) to 
attend her meetings. Besides two public 
lectures at the Headquarters her T.V. 
interview enabled those mcnibcis who 
cemld not attend them to sec and to 
listen to her and they were very happy. 
I take this oppoitunity to thank our 
President on behalf of the Section for 
the inspiration she gave us. 

The Iberian Theosophical Week 


brought to Portugal nearly one hundred 
Spanish members during the Easter holi- 
days. It was a very successful gathering 
and a \erv fraternal event. 

As of September we had 281 memhm 
in 12 I^niges. Most of these lodges art 
working with great enthusiasm. 

In conclusion, we arc confident of the 
future and we hope that our work will 
grow in true Service for the Masters. 

Dr Maria G. Xobre Santos 
General Secretary 


PUERTO RICO 

(for year ended 26-2-1984) 


The Puerto Rican Section expanded its 
activities during the past year. We 
organized an Inter-American Conference 
in which ten countries participated. It 
comprised a Seminar on Theosophy and 
meetings of the General Secretaries who 
agreed on various steps to promote 
Theosophy in this part of the world. 

In April 1983 the General Secretary 
attended the Summer School in Argentina 
where he met Mrs Radha Burnier and 
with her recommendation the American 
.Section sanetiond a grant of 55,000 for 
holding the Seminar on Theosophy in 
Puerto Rico. The Seminar was held in 
January 1984 and several lecturers from 
Central and South America as well as the 
United States and Puerto Rico read papers 
on the Seminar theme ‘Internal Devel¬ 
opment of Man’. 

The General Secretaries of the coun¬ 
tries represented at the .Seminar—Argen¬ 
tina, Colombia, Venezuela, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Dominican Republic and the 


United States—met several times during 
the Seminar and planned to promote 
translation and publishing of English 
books into Spanish. The American 
Section promised to help with the publi¬ 
cation of some books. Mis Dora Kunr 
indicated that the Amei ican Section b 
interested in liaving theosophical workers 
from Latin America for a six-month period 
in Olcott Headquarters. The plan would 
be developed through scholarships so that 
workers can get acquainted with the work 
of the T. S. in America. 

Our Section organized a new stud' 
group in the city of Carolina. Another 
study group in Santurce is developing a 
healing service through meditation. It 
also plans to take up the study of 7k 
Secret Doctrine. 

Pen new members were accepted in our 
Society during the year. 

Prof. Miol-kl A. Charneoo 
General Secretary 


Annual Report I98.V84 51 


SPAIN 


Over 100 of our members attended the 
Ibrrian Theosophical Week in Lisbon, 
Portugal, in April. The theme of the 
seek was ‘ Education for Peace \ Sev¬ 
eral Spanish members also attended the 
European Congress in Poitiers, France. 

Five of our members attended the 
European School of Theosophy in Tekels 
Park, England. 

During the month of August we had the 
privilege of a most pleasant and uplifting 
visit by the International President, Mrs 
Radha Burnier. She left behind a kind 
atmosphere of love and brotherhood. 

Two new lodges were formed during 
the year. One branch was dissolved 
unce it had only four members. Thus the 
total of Lodges now stands at 15, with 


569 members, an increase of 54 members 
during the year. 

One of our I^odges has created a De¬ 
partment of Publications to print small 
booklets for distribution among all 
branches and members at low cost. 

In August, one Lodge organized a 
Seminar on The Voice of the Silence , which 
was attended by members from various 
places of the country. 

All lodges arc continuing their work 
witji determination. 'The new laxlge in 
the south of Spain (Evolution Lodge in 
Sevilla) has generated interest in Theos¬ 
ophy among several people from four 
cities of the region. 

Dr Jose Maria Vendrell Bri'cet 
General Secretary 


SRI LANKA 


We now have eight lodges in Sri Lanka, 
*11 of them active in different ways. 

Shanthi Vlarga Lodge in Galle suffered 
a great loss in the demise of its long-time 
President, Bro. A. P. Sugath-ulasa. The 
lodge has, however, continued its transla¬ 
tion work. They have completed At the 
tret of the Master and have taken up 
The \ oice of the Silence. 

Following the disturbance in July 1983, 
the Sri Ram laxige in Jaffna has yet to 
resume its normal activities, including 
public lectures. However, its officers 


have been active in rehabilitation work 
and some have lectured elsewhere. 

Apart from monthly meetings, several 
lodges hold informal discussions on various 
themes. Non-members arc also invited to 
participate. 

Renovation of the headquarters building 
in Colombo is under way and T.S. activ¬ 
ities will be resumed there on its com¬ 
pletion. 

Mr T. R. Ristomjee 
General Secretary 


SWEDEN 


In the Swedish Section study groups 
tavcbcen a very important frature. Both 
rneml>ers and non-me mix'rs have been 
welcome to participate in these groups and 
*e have found it to be a good form of 
"orking. Those who have recently be¬ 


come interested in Theosophy here have 
the opportunity of asking questions and 
discussing with members of the T.S. and 
getting acquainted with thcosophical 
ideas. Some of the subjects studied in 
these groups are: The Secret Doctrine , 
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Patanjali's Yoga Sutras, Theosophy and 
Christianity, Basic Teachings in Theos¬ 
ophy, Ageless Wisdom, and ‘ Man, the 
Earth and the Universe 

As usual there have been regular public 
lectures and theosophical anniversaries 
celebrated. The library and the book¬ 
shop at our Headquarters in Stockholm 
are open to the public four afternoons a 
week. 

We had the great pleasure of having 
our dear President Mrs Radlia Burnici 
as the guest of honour at our Summer 
School in August. There were also 
guest speakers and many members from 
the Norwegian and the Danish Sections 
who joined with us and helped to make 
the week a success. The theme of the 
week was * Theosophy—A Turning Point 
and a Challenge ’. 

A weekend Seminar was arranged in 
Septeml»er with intensive studies of the 
basic principles of esoteric philosophy and 


of karma and reincarnation, conduct'd 
by Mr Curt Berg and Mr Hans Liljen- 
strom. 

Two information brochures were prim¬ 
ed during the year. In print will soon 
be Ian the Hoskins’ Foundation of Esotmt 
Philosophy and a new translation of At tk 
Feet of the Master. 

Seven Swedish members attended the 
European School of Theosophy in 
autumn 1983 at Hannovers-Munden. 
Germany and a group of fifteen went to the 
European Congress in Poitiers, France, in 
July 1984. A young member of oun. 
Mis Bertil Schroder, was a scholarship 
student at the Krotona School of Theov 
ophy during the Fall term 1983. 

There arc five actively working Lodge* 
and 277 members in our Section—a 
decrease of 11 since last year. 

Mrs Terttu Edin 
General Secretary 


SWITZERLAND 


Unfortunately, I cannot refer to my 
predecessor’s report for last year. When 
I succeeded him on 1-1-84 as General 
Secretary, no relevant documents were 
to be found. 

The Swiss Section had 161 members on 
1-1-84, most of them in the French- 
speaking part of the country. 

Public lectures were held as usual in 
Geneva and Basle by Section members 
as well as guest speakers from abroad. 

The 1984 Section Convention was 


held in May and it was a jov to see how 
the members look forward to meeting 
again soon (in November) to discuss th' 
real significance of the message of Theos¬ 
ophy and the task of T.S. members. 

Several Swiss metnl>ers attended the 
Summer Schools in Germany and Austria 
as well as the European Congress in 
France. 

Miss Elizabeth Jenny 
General Secretary 
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U. S. A. 


The American Section has 5,436 
nrmbers, seventy-six branches and eightv- 
Ibur study centres. 

The Theosophical Research Foundation 
was legally incorporated during the year 
and it has published three issues of The 
Tktos>pfinal Research Journal, its official 
organ. Subscribers conic from many 
countries. 

Our audio-visual programmes continue 
to be expanded and used by the branches 
and even by other organizations. 'This 
educational venture is a new way of ex¬ 
pounding theosophical principles. An 
active lecture programme is maintained. 
Our four theosophical camps every year 
attract many members and non-members 
and are a great asset to the theosophical 
work. 

The Publishing House in Wheaton 
continues to distribute our Ixroks to an 
cver-w idening number of lx>okstores 
all over the United States and even 

•urports. 

The special issues of The American Theos- 
•phisl arc lxmght by many non-members 
•uid circulation greatly increased in the 
past year—with well over 2,400 new 
subscribers to these issues. Projected 
sales of ‘ Theosophy in Brief’ leaflets is 
about 81,000 and we arc also preparing 
to have three leaflets printed in Spanish 
for distribution to our Spanish-speaking 
Members. 

The Department of Education provides 


educational material and services to 
branches, study centres, federations and 
individual memtars—also assistance to 
theosophical camps and special workshops. 
Radio programmes are distributed 
throughout the United States. 

The Correspondence Course programme 
continues to be an important educational 
service to new memtars and to those who 
wish to learn about Theosophy without 
necessarily tacoming memtars. During 
the past year there were forty-six active 
students enrolled in the courses. 

The third video-tape in the scries of 
‘Man and the Universe’ titled ‘Evolu¬ 
tion: The Unfolding of Consciousness’ 
was released during the year. We also 
pioduccd and relrased an interview of 
Mrs Radha Burnier by Mrs Dora 
Runz about ‘The Objectives of The 
Theosophical Societs’. All of out 
video-tape programmes have proven to 
lie popular. 

Ten new Quest taokr were released 
and 11 others were reprinted. In addi¬ 
tion, three non-Quest titles were produced 
and one was reprinted. There was a 
good response to our Mail Order Pro¬ 
gramme under which eight limes each 
year T.P.H. mails out between 30,000 
and 35,000 leaflets to individuals, listing 
between nine and 11 books available for 
purchase. 

Mrs Dora Kunz 

National President 


URUGUAY 


We ofTer public lectures on various 
theosophical subjects every Saturday. 
The Uxlgcs hold their weekly study 
tnectings regularly. 

Under the auspices of the Inter-Ameri¬ 


can Theosophical Federation, the Section 
prepared a three-day study programme 
in October 1983. The General Secre¬ 
taries of Argentina, Brazil and Chile, and 
the Presidential Agent foi Bolivia together 
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with some other members from those 
countries attended, in addition to the 
President of the Federation, Mr Manuel 
Farinich and his wife. 

In April this year Mrs Betsan Coats 
visited the Section and lectuied on 
ecology for the public and on various 
thcosophical subjects at members’ meet* 
ings. 

In May we had the wonderful oppor¬ 
tunity to receive Mrs Sect ha Xcclakantan 
from Advar who with her chaim and 
wisdom inspired the public and created 
enthusiasm among the members. 

Also under the auspices of the Intcr- 
Amcrican Federation we received Mr 
Vicente Fiumano from Argentina in 


September when he gave public lectures 
and conducted a study course for members, 
also open to the public. 

We celebrated thcosophical anniver¬ 
saries as usual. The Library was open 
as a reading room for the public, but 
patronage was below expectation. 

There has been a slight decrease in 
membership, but what is worse it seems 
that we are not really arousing interest 
in the public, something that in our 
opinion must be reviewed. With our 
loyalty to the work we hope for better 
results in the coming year's. 

Mrs Dolores Gaoo de Fierte 
(•eneral Secretary 


WALES 


An attitude of an open mind, and with 
this, an open door to our Lodges, wel¬ 
coming people who arc interested in 
learning about Theosophy, has helped 
and encouraged quite a few inquirers. 

Wc try to expand our knowledge of 
ourselves to discover how to live with 
greater wisdom and the warm and friendly 
atmosphere at the weekly meetings is 
appreciatd by all. 

Weekly study /discussion meetings for 
members and non-members are well 
attended and arc mentally stimulating. 


Membership in both Lodges is staying 
about the same. 

Public lectures are held fortnightly and 
.speakers are invited from other l^odgo 
and Sections as well as from our own 
members. Wc try to encourage members 
to participate actively bv taking part in a 
symposium and/or giving a talk. The 
l>est way to learn is to prepare a talk and 
teacli others. 

Mrs Elise Probf.rt 
General Secretary 


YUGOSLAVIA 


After the reorganization ofthc Yugoslav 
Section as per the order of the Inter¬ 
national President, Mrs Radha Burnier, in 
January 1984, wc now have 52 registered 
members in three lodges. Ljubljana 
Lodge, with 34 members, holds weekly 
meetings, while the other two lodges, 
Cclje and Rijeka, meet once a fortnight. 


A highlight of the year was the visit of 
Mrs Radha Burnier in August 1984 when 
she personally acquainted Ircrself with 
our work and problems. The main prob¬ 
lem is the fact that the group under Lhe 
leadership of Mr Emilio Trampuz con¬ 
tinues to work under the same name, 
although no more alii bated to the 
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Theosophical Society. And in this respect 
the Section is wailing the due decision 
from the authority. Meanwhile wc are 
endeavouring to intensify T.S. work. 

During the year under review we 
translated Light on the Path and At the Feet 


of thi Master. We plan to publish the 
Section journal after the annual con* 
vent ion scheduled fot November 1984. 

Dr At’orsTiN Gerden 
General Secretary 


REPORTS OF PRESIDENTIAL AGENCIES 

BOLIVIA 


There have been difficulties on the 
political and economic fronts that have 
upset activities of daily life and attendance 
at Lodge meetings has been somewhat 
lower. But in general the regular weekly 
meetings of the theosophical lodges have 
been maintained. 

In spite of trips to other cities by the 


T.S. Presidential Agent and through other 
efforts, there has been no way of augment¬ 
ing the number of mrmbers. It seems to 
lx* the present time that has influenced 
events. 

Mr Mario Cariaqa Aramayo 
Presidential Agent 


MALAYSIA 


1984 has seen some progress in T.S. 
work in Malaysia. The Penang Study 
Group is now ready to be formed into a 
Lodge and action is being initiated to re¬ 
gister the Lodge. The Penang circle 
already has about 20 members who have 
shown great enthusiasm. Study classes 
meet every week. 

The Seremban and Kuala Lumpur 


lodges arc also continuing their regular 
meetings which are well attended. Both 
the Lodges run Montessoii schools as part 
of their community service. The school 
in Seremban now has nearly 200 children 
and has become a model school. 

Mr S. Narayanan 
Presidential Agent 
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PAKISTAN 

No Report 


SCOTLAND 


The year under review has been over¬ 
shadowed since April by the shock of 
having the Charter withdrawn and the 
General Secretary replaced by a Presi¬ 
dential Representative. The reaction 
tliat ensued has taken up much of the 
energies of the members during the last 
six months. 

The T.S. in Scotland has had such 
firm foundations laid by members in the 
1890’s and right through the difficult times 
of the 1940’s, up to our present time there 
arc still to be found members giving 
selfless service. 

There are seven I/xlges altogether, 
three of them with less than seven mem¬ 
bers. Total membership now stands 
at 180. The most northerly Lodge is 
Aberdeen; during the last year they have 
made use of England’s excellent audio 
cassette library, bringing interesting and 
thought-provoking talks to the small 
group of members. 

Glasgow Lodge saw a continuation of 
their building programme begun in the 
previous year. The latge library* lias 


been transferred downstairs, resulting in 
the lecture room being big enough now ! 
for conferences, exhibitions, Yoga classes, 
etc. It was featured on national T.Y. i 
for ten minutes. 

Edinburgh’s activities are varied with 
three lodges contained in the H.Q 
premises besides the main Edinburgh 
Lodge. Public lectures are intended to 
attract Edinburgh scholars and many 
well-known authors have participated in 
these lectures. Edinburgh Lodge has an 
excellent relationship with local academic 
bodies and links with Edinburgh Univet- 
sity’s Department of Parapsychology. 
The thcosophical texts arc studied and 
discussed, and there is a separate 
meditation class. The Library is very 
extensive and has been reorganized with | 
the help of volunteers. 

Theosophy will be kept alive in Scot¬ 
land with the continued help of selfless 
workers. 


Mrs Maroaret T. Senio« 
Presidential Represenlalii* 


VENEZUELA 


During the year under review we made 
a good cflTort to improve our thcosophical 
work. In our studies, meetings and 
conferences, all members are encouraged 
to participate and share their experiences, 
ideas, etc. We try not to employ the 
old method of long, tired readings, which 
are not attractive at all. 

Mr Walter Ballesteros, General Secre¬ 


tary of the Colombian Section, visited u» 
in December 1983 and exchanged ideas in 
relation to thcosophical work. 

Members of Fraternidad Lodge arf 
actively engaged in T.O.S. work along 
with their theosophical activities. 

Blavatskv Lodge meets every Satur¬ 
day afternoon. After the regular meeting, 
tea is served and members and visitors 
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freely exchange views and thoughts about 
theosophical subjects. 

We have not been able to publish our 
journal L'nidad more frequently because of 
ihoi tage of active workers. 

Our meetings and study groups cover a 


wide range of subjects. In addition to 
regular theosophical literature, they 
include Yoga, Meditation and Mag¬ 
netism. 

1)r Roger Vivas-Decanio 
Persidential Agent 


REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

AFRICA, WEST 


A high standard of work was main¬ 
tained during the year under report in the 
Regional Association of West Africa. 
Ninety eight new members joined the T.S. 
during the year. However, a large 
.umber of la pings, mostly new members 
from Nigeria (who found the T.S. differ¬ 
ent from their intangible longings and 
aspirations) resulted in a net loss of 38 
o membership. 

Our annual convention, held in Accra 
in April 1984 under the theme *Com- 
arative Religion’, was a great success. 
Various speakers explained the history 
and teachings of different religions. 

A one-day weekend seminar was held 
at Kumasi in September on the theme 
The Impact of Theosophy on World 
Thought ’. The consensus was that a 
«e*day seminar was too short to cover 
all aspects of the theme. 

We printed locally 5,000 copies of 
It the Feet of the Master in English with 


special permission from the T.P.H. at 
Adyar. Three thousand copies have 
already been sold to the public. Shortage 
of basic theosophical books due to foreign 
exchange restrictions has been partly met 
during the year by generous donations of 
books by Adyar and the American 
Section. 

The I Vest African Theosophist, our 
journal, was resuscitated during the year 
as a bi-annual magazine. 

The Organizing Secretary and his 
deputy, Mr Paul B. Kwakyi, visited most 
of the lodges and centres in Ghana. Our 
Treasurer, Mr Charles Baiden, visited 
Nigeria and Liberia. An effort is being 
made to start classes. There is need for 
in-depth study of Theosophy so that 
members corne to know the unique role 
of the Society and not just sympathize 
with its aims. 

Mr J. O. K. Edusei 
Organizing Secretary 


CANADA 

No Report 


8 
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IRELAND, NORTHERN 


Our programme of public activities in 
the form of talk* anti discussions was 
inspiring and comprehensive as it usually 
is. The titles ranged from ‘True Identity’ 
and ‘ The Quintessence of Yoga ’ to 
* Exploring Inner Spate ’ and 4 Yoga 
and Space-Age Healing 

Our 36th Annual Convention was 
held in May with the Organizing Secre¬ 
tary', Mr. Tony Rodriguez, as guest 
speaker; his address ‘The pimple Truth’ 
was warmly received by members anti the 
public alike. 

Meetings on Wednesdays were well 
attended; the average- attendance has 
l>ecn on the increase and there are signs 
that things will continue to improve. 
For the first time this year, a few of our 
newest members had the opportunity of 


attending the English Speaking Region 
Summer School at Ripon. They returned 
with renewed enthusiasm for the work 
A study group has been exploring 
throughout the y'ear 4 The Science of 
Yoga * guided by Taiinni’s competent 
hand. In the coming year we look for¬ 
ward to exploring 4 The Nature of Mys¬ 
ticism ’ in the light of Jinarajadasa’i 
precious little l>ook. 

I have had a number of serious en¬ 
quiries lately and feel fairly confident that, 
before long, our numbers will increase. 
We arc fortunate to count with a magni¬ 
ficent core of dedicated workers. All is 
well with Theosophy in Ulster. 

Mr Tony Rodrioi u 
Organizing Stcretarr 


FEDERATIONS 

EUROPEAN FEDERATION 


The highlights of 1984 were the visit of 
Mis Raclha Burnier, our Internationa! 
President, to 16 National Sections and 
the holding of the European Congress in 
Poitiers, France, 18-25 July. 

Mrs Burnier’s tour, otganized with the 
help of Mr Curt Berg, member of our 
Executive Committee, covered 16 of our 
21 Sections: France, Greece, the Nether¬ 
lands, Belgium, Austria, Finland, Iceland, 
Sweden, Germany, France, England, 
Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, Italy and 
Yugoslavia. 

The Executive Committee membei-s 
have all been working in their own 
areas—-lecturing, writing and helping in 
all ways. For the French General 
Secretary it was a very busy' year. Not 


only did she take over most of the 
responsibility' for the European Congress 
in Poitiers assisted by her skilled co- 
workers in France, but she also travelled 
in the French-speaking parts of Africa, 
meeting somewhat isolated but enthu¬ 
siastic members over there, some of whom 
she has invited to visit France in 1985. 

The European Congress attracted about 
260 participants from 17 European 
countries and Canada. The theme was 
‘Our World-Wide Theosophical Move¬ 
ment’, and all lectures were given in 
both French and English. Of the II 
study groups, five were English-speaking 
five French ancl one Spanish. Mrs 
Burnier lectured on ‘ The Yoga of 
Theosophy ’ and 4 There is no other wav 
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logo’; conducted a Qand A session and 
dosed the Congress. Prof. Phan Chon 
Ton gave a stimulating talk on ‘The 
Universe' in Man ’ based on occult 
science and new scientific data. Other 
speakers highlighted different aspects of 
the Ancient Wisdom found in vatious 
trade ions: in the Vedas (Jcaninc Miller), 
in die Atlanto-Ccltic religious tradition 
Yra Marcel), in Shamanism (Miini 
Fearon-Laroutc), in Platonism (Hugh 
Gray), in Islam (Salomon Lancri), in 
Buddhism (Muriel Daw). Ianthe Hoskins 
included them a.I in her presentation 
' Images of Wisdom ’. 

Every afternoon there was a pro¬ 
gramme which made this Congress 
'omething special. Presented hv Michel 
Chapotin (France) and Diana Dun- 
ningham (Krotona) the delegates were 
thown a most interesting and well 
performed 4 History of Our Society *— 
Dias, talk, music. The series will be 
copied so that many sections will Ik; able 
to enjoy it. 

The European School of Theosophy 
met again for the fourth session in Tekels 
Park, England, and concentrated on 
The hey to Theosophy , Diagrammed in 
Tke Secret Doctrine , and The Spiritual 


Path. Teachers were Ianthe Hoskins, 
Geoffrey Farthing and Adam Warcup 
and guest speaker Jeanine Miller. 

Four new General Secretaries were 
elected during the year: Germany, 
Hclgium, Norway and Iceland- 

The year also witnessed reorganization 
of the Yugoslav Section and we do hope 
that T.S- work will be effectively renewed 
there. 

New technology has to be harnessed for 
disseminating Theosophy and another 
step in this direction has been the 
production of a series of 13 cassettes by 
Geoffrey Farthing summarising the 
teachings of H.P.B- and the Mahatma 
Letters. We need more work in this 
direction. 

Europe is seething with thcosophical 
interest and 1984 has been a year full of 
inspiration. Outside our T.S. world there 
is an ever-growing grassroots interest in 
Peace, Environment, and Spirituality—all 
fields which we as trustees of the Ancient 
Wisdom can enrich and deepen. Let us 
do so! 

Finally, I thank my co-workers for their 
enthusiastic cooperation and teamwork. 

Mrs Barbro Me lander 
Chairman 


IXDO-PAG1FIC THEOSOPHIGAL FEDERATION 


Hie Federation’s activities were 
confined only to the sending out 
of Newsletters in order to keep the 
members from the various countries 
informed and to exchange views. The 
idea of setting up some kind of Training 
Centre i n the Pacific-lwisin area did get 


some airing and Australia was the place 
suggested, either in Perth or in Sydney. 

The Third Indo-Pacific Federation Con¬ 
ference is being scheduled to be held in 
Karachi from 12th to 15th December 1985. 

Mr S. Narayanan 
President 



60 Thr llifosophical Society 


INTER AMERICAN THEOSOPHICAL FEDERATION 

(1983 and 1984) 


The highlight of the period (1983 and 
1984) was the visit of the International 
President, Mrs Radha Burnicr, March 
27-Junc 11, 1983. Her lecture-tour 

covered Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico and the 
United States. It was highly stimulating 
for workers, members and the general 
public. She was also guest sjrcaker at 
the summer school in Argentina in April. 

Other prominent visitors to the area 
included Mrs Scctha Xcclakautan (April 
7-Junc 30, 1984), MrsBetsan Coats (April- 
May 1984), Mr Roberto Minervini, Vice 
President of the Federation, and myself. 

A meeting of the Federation’s Executive 
Committee was held at Montevideo, 
Uruguay in October 1983 when a sched¬ 
ule of future projects was drawn up. 
An inter-American ‘Seminar on Theos¬ 
ophy ’ was held in Puerto Rico 4-8 
January' 1984, which also provided an 
opportunity to plan future work. 


Translation and publication of theo 
sophical literature now total 18 titles. 
We are now marketing thcosophicai 
literature through commercial outlets ir. 
different countries. 

A plan has Ireen approved to publish 
the Federation Bulletin once every four 
months. Material and guides for or¬ 
ganizing thcosophicai work and study 
have been edited and distributed. They 
cover different levels of thcosophicai 
teachings, lecturing, thcosophicai living 
and concentration and meditation. 

The next meeting of the Federation 
will be held in Brazil during April 1985. 
We have tried to encourage the Section* 
to participate in planning the work of 
the Federation to make it a true ex¬ 
pression of what the members want it 
to be. 

Mr Manuel Farinich 
President 


WORLD THEOSOPHICAL YOU TH FEDERA TION 


The WTYF continued its work regular¬ 
ly during 1984, with activities still very 
much concentrated in Brazil. Its motto 
is * Brotherhood, Study, Virtue ’. The 
Brazilian Youth Federation (BTYF) held 
three successful camps in different parts 
of the country. Many participants said 
the camps were deep experiences where 
they could feel something of the love 
and wisdom Theosophy is supposed to be. 

The BTYF is working with six youth 
groups, which have no age limits as such; 
but the work is planned to meet young 
people's interests, needs and problems. 


The work is oriented to the young, but not 
necessarily done only by young people. 
The Federation aims not to repeat the 
regular Lodge work, but to draw young¬ 
sters to discuss their problems—profes¬ 
sional and vocational matters, and the 
right way of earning one’s living. 

Both the WTYF and BTYF held elec¬ 
tions (luting the year. The WTYF’s 
chairman (Amaldo Sisson Filho) was 
reelected for another term of three years. 

Arnaldo Sisson Filiio 
Chairman 


LODGES ATTACHED TO ADYAR 

BANGLADESH 

Comilla Ijodge 


Annual Report 198.1-84 <>1 


Ours is the only thcosophical lodge in 
Bangladesh. It wai established in 1889 
and among its distinguished visitors were 
Annie Hesaiit and C. Jinarajadasa. 

We now have 46 members, including 
13 new members. A brochure in Bengali 
on the T.S. is under preparation as jiart 
ofan effort to attract new blood. 

Fifty-four meetings were held during 
the year, including celebration of theo- 
tophical anniversaries. Talks and dis¬ 
cussions covered a wide range of topics, 


thcosophical as well as the teachings of 
different religions. 

Y’isits and addresses by several high 
officials during the year provided inspira¬ 
tion and enthusiasm to the lodge. Two 
of them sanctioned ex-gratia grants of 
Tk. 5,000 each for rehabilitation of the 
lodge which suffered total destruction 
dtuingthc liberation struggle in 1971. 

Rev. D. R. Mahathero 

President 


CAMEROON 

No Report 

EGYPT 

No Report 


HONG KONG 

No Report 


ISRAEL 

Coienanl Lodge 


The year tinder review saw an aw'aken- 
ing of the theosophical work in Israel. 
Covenant Lodge and Blavatskv I^odgc are 
now functioning under the same roof. 
There is a marked increase in the number 
°f youngsters who show an interest in 
Theosophy. Sale of thcosophical liooks 
increased and we will have to publish 
n*** editions. 

We have started a very ftuitful coopcra- 
'^n with other spiritual groups in Israel 
diich resulted in publishing articles on 
^■osophical subjects in their journals. 

The frequency of T.S. meetings in the 
Tear under repot t was once a week 


compared to twice a month the year 
before. In the coming year we plan two 
weekly meetings -one devoted to study' 
and discussion. 

Our memliership increased to 18 from 
12 the year before. 

We look forward with hope and prayer 
that in the coming y'ear the light of the 
ageless wisdom will pour into many more 
hearts and minds in this and other 
countries to facilitate the entrance ol 
humanity into the new age. 

Mr Abraham Oron 
President 
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Harmony Lodge , Tel’Aviv 


The demise of our very much honoured 
President, Mr Hanz Zcugcr, last year 
was a hard blow to our lodge. He was 
an active T.S. memlicr for 65 years and 
we have suffered an irreparable loss. 
We try to continue our activities at the 


lodge, but as most of our members ait 
vers’ old and often sick, they arc not able 
to attend our meeting?. This makes the 
arranging of our meetings very difficult 
if not impossible. 


JAPAN 

No Report 


PERU 


The merger of the four Theosophical 
Lodges in Peru was effected during the 
year under review and the merged 
institution called 4 The Peruvian Thco- 
sophical Society ’ began functioning from 
April 1984 with Mr Julio Pomar as 
President. The first step was to rent a 
room for our meetings every' Thursday. 
Our library* has also started functioning 
at the home of Sister Judith Lopez. 

Wc began reinscription of our members 
and have already tegistered 33 of them. 
The work is continuing. Our work now 
is the reorganization and wc hope that 
our effort will have good results in the 


near future and enable the chartering of 
a National Section that wc need so much 
in Peru. 

Our weekly meetings begin with group 
meditation followed by a study period 
We have studied Annie Be.sant’s The Innr 
Government of the World and are now on 
N. Pearson's Space , Time and Self. Our 
inertings arc very' interesting, with 
attendance ranging from 15 to 20 
members. We arc also publishing a 
little bulletin, hrotona. 

Mr Julio Pomai 
President 


SINGAPORE 

No Report 


SURINAME 

No Report 
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AND 
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MEMORANDUM 

OF 

ASSOCIATION, ETC. 


CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 
No. 2 of 1905 

I hereby certify, pursuant to Act XXI of 1860 of the Governor- 
General of India in Council entitled ‘ An Act for the Registration 
}f Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies, I860,’ that The 
rheosophical Society is duly incorporated as a Society under the 
iforesaid Act. 



(Sd) A. Periyaswami Moodaliar, 
Station, Madras, Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 

Dated 3rd April 1905. 


9 


THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

Founded November 17, 1875, Incorporated April 3, 1905 


In the matter of Act XXI of I860 of the Acts of the Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India in Council , being 
an Act for the registration of literary , 
scientific and charitable Societies 

and 

In the Matter of The Theosophical Society 


MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION 


1. The name of the Association is The 
Theosophical Society. 

2. The objects for which the Society is 
established are: 

I. To form a nucleus of the Uni¬ 
versal Brotherhood of Humanity, with¬ 
out distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or 
colour. 

II. To encourage the study of 
Comparative Religion, Philosophy, and 
Science. 

III. To investigate unexplained 
laws of Nature and the powers latent in 
man. 

(a) The holding and manage¬ 
ment of all funds raised for the above 
objects. 

(b) The purchase or acquisition 
on lease or in exchange or on hire or by 


gift or otherwise of any real or personal 
property, and any rights or privileges 
necessary or convenient for the purposes 
of the Society. 

(c) The sale, improvement, 
management and development of all or 
any part of the property of the Society. 

( d ) The doing of all such 
things as are incidental or conducive to 
the attainment of the above objects or 
any of them, including the founding 
and maintenance of a library or 
libraries. 

3. The names, addresses and occupa¬ 
tions of the persons who are members of, 
and form the first General Council which 
is the governing body of the Society, arc 
as follows: 


GENERAL COUNCIL 
Ex-Officio 

President-Founder: —H. S. Olcott, Adyar, Madras, Author. 

Vice-President : —A. P. Sinnett. London, England, Author. 

Recording Secretary:— Hon. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar, Madras, Justice of the High 

Court. 

Treasurer:— W. A. English. M.D., Adyar, Madras, Retired Physician. 
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Alexander Fullerton, General Secretary, 
American Section, 7, West 8th St., 
New York. 

Upendra Nath Basu, B.A., LL.B., 
General Secretary, Indian Section, 
Benares, U.P. 

Bertram Keightley, M.A., General Secre¬ 
tary, British Section, 28, Albemarle St., 
London, W. 

W. G. John, General Secretary, Aus¬ 
tralasian Section, 42, Margaret Street, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

Arvid Knos, General Secretary, Scandi¬ 
navian Section, Engelbrechtsgatan, 7, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 


C. W. Sanders, General Secretary, New 
Zealand Section, Queen Street, 
Auckland, N.Z. 

W. B. Frickc, General Secretary, 
Netherlands Section, 76, Amstcldijk, 
Amsterdam. 

Th. Pascal, M.D., General Secretary, 
French Section, 59, Avenue dc la 
Bourdonnais, Paris. 

Decio Calvari, General Secretary, Italian 
Section, 380, Corso Umberto I., Rome. 

Dr. Rudolf Steiner, General Secretary, 
German Section, 95, Kaiscrallee, Frie- 
denau, Berlin. 

Jose M. Masso, Acting General Secretary, 
Cuban Section, Havana, Cuba. 


Additional 


Annie Besant, Benares, Author, [for 

3 years]. 

G. R. S. Mead, London, Author, [for 

3 years], 

Khan Bahadur Naoroji Dorabji Khan- 
dalvala, Poona, Special Judge, [for 

3 years]. 

Dinshaw Jivaji Edal Bchram, Surat, 
Physician, [for 2 years], 

4. Henry Steel Olcott, who with the 

late Helena Petrovna Blav- 
Founders atsky and others founded 
The Theosophical Society at 
New York, United States of America, in 
the year 1875, shall hold, during his life¬ 
time, the position of President, with the 
title of 4 President-Founder,’ and he shall 
have, alone, the authority and responsi¬ 
bility and shall exercise the functions pro¬ 
vided in the Rules and Regulations for the 
Executive Committee, meetings of which 
he may call for consultation and advice as 
he may desire. 

5. The income and property of the 

income and Society, whencesoever deriv- 

pUttTto* ed, shall be applied solely 

motion*oT” towards the promotion of 

objects th c objects of the Society 

as set forth in this Memorandum of Asso- 


Francesca E. Arundale, Benares, Author, 

[for 2 years]. 

Tammacharla Ramachandra Row, Gooty, 
Retired Sub-Judge, [for 1 year]. 

Charles Blech, Paris, France, Retired 
Manufacturer, [for 1 year]. 

ciation, and no portion thereof shall be 
paid or transferred directly or indirectly 
by way of dividends, bonus, or otherwise 
by way of profits to the persons who at 
any time arc or have been members of the 
Society or to any of them or to any person 
claiming through any of them: Provided 
that nothing herein contained shall prevent 
the payment in good faith of remuneration 
to any officers or servants of the Society 
or to any members thereof or other per¬ 
son in return for any services rendered to 
the Society. 

6. No member or members of the 
General Council shall be 
N, (>i?ra| 0r answerable for any loss 

Council not arising in the administration 

aniwcrabJc or application of the said 
trust funds or sums of money or for any 
damage to or deterioration in the said 
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trust premises unless such loss, damage or 
deterioration shall happen by or through 
his or their wilful default or neglect. 

7. If upon the dissolution of the 
Vesting of Society there shall remain 
Property on after the satisfaction of all 
its debts and liabilities any 
property whatsoever, the same shall not 
be paid to or distributed among the mem¬ 
bers of the Society or any of them but 
shall be given or transferred to some other 
Society or Association, Institution or 
Institutions, having objects similar to 
the objects of this Society, to be deter¬ 
mined by the votes of not less than 
three-fifths of the members of the So¬ 
ciety present personally or by proxy. 

Witnesses to the signatures: 

(Sd.) Wm. Glenny Keagey 

„ Arthur Richardson 
„ Pyare Lal 
„ Peroze P. Meherjee 


at a meeting called for the purpose, 
or in default thereof by such Judge or 
Court of Law as may have jurisdiction 
in the matter. 

8. A copy of the Rules and Regula- 
, lions of the said Theoso- 

riling oi 

Rules and phical Society is filed with 

Regulations, this Memorandum of Asso- 
Memorandum , , , 

ciation, and the undersign¬ 
ed being seven of the members of the 
Governing Body of the said Society do 
hereby certify that such copy of such 
Rules and Regulations of the said Thco- 
sophical Society is correct. 

As witness our several and respective 
hands, this ... day of March 1905. 

(Sd.) H. S. Olcott 
„ W. A. English 

„ SUBRAMANIAM 

„ Francesca E. Arundale 
„ LTpendranath Basu 
„ Annie Besant 
„ N. D. Khandalvala 




RULES AND REGULATIONS 

FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION NAMED 
‘ THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,’ ADYAR, MADRAS 


General 

Council 


1. The General Council shall be the 
Governing Body of The 
Theosophical Society. All 
members of the General 

Council shall at all times be Fellows of the 
Society and not fewer than seven members 
of this Council shall be resident in India. 

2. (a) The President, the Vice- 
President, the Treasurer, 
the Secretary and the 
General Secretaries of the 

National Societies (other- 
Scctions) shall ex-officio be 
members of the General Council. The 
terms of those members of the General 
Council who hold office ex-officio shall 
expire with the vacation of their qualifying 
office. 


Members of 
the General 
Council 

component 
wise called 


(b) The General Council shall in¬ 
clude not fewer than 5 and not more than 
12 Additional Members, among whom all 
past Presidents while in good standing 
shall automatically have place. Other 
members shall on the nomination of the 
President be elected for a term of three 
years by vote of the General Council at 
its Annual Meeting, their names having 
been sent to the Members of the General 
Council at least three months before the 
Annual Meeting. 

(c) Members retiring shall be eligi¬ 
ble for re-election. 

(</) The Secretary shall be the 
Secretary of the General Council. 

3. It shall be competent for the 
Removal of General Council to remove 
General an y 0 f its members, or any 
member*'and officer of the Society except- 
officers j n g ^he President of The 
Theosophical Society and excepting the 
General Secretaries of National Societies, 


by a three-fourths majority of its whole 
number of members, at a special meet¬ 
ing called for the purpose, of which at 
least three months' notice shall have been 
given, the quorum consisting, however, 
of not fewer than five members. 

4. (<*) The General Council shall ordi¬ 
narily meet once a year, at 
the time of the Annual 
General Meeting or Convention of 
the Society; but a special 
meeting may be called at any time by 
the President, and a meeting shall be 
called at any time by him, or if not by 
him, by the Secretary, on the written 
requisition of not less than one-fourth of 
the total number of members; but of such 
special meetings not less than three 
months’ notice shall be given, and the 
notice shall contain a statement of the 
special business to be laid before the 
meeting. 

(b) Whenever, at any time or place, 
a Convention or other function of the 
Society shall bring together a number of 
members of the General Council the 
President at his discretion may call such 
members to a meeting for the purpose of 
study and discussion of any matters con¬ 
cerning the Society that he considers 
appropriate to lay before them. The 
meeting may then forward to the President 
its report on such matters and may make 
recommendations thereon. Such meetings 
shall be of a consultative nature without 
administrative or legislative authority, or 
may be of a legislative nature upon the 
decision of the General Council taken at 
least one year in advance. 

In the event the President docs not 
himself attend such a meeting he may 
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appoint the Vice-President or some other 
member of the General Council to preside 
in his stead. 

The President or his Deputy shall give 
not less than thirty days’ notice of such 
meeting to all members of the General 
Council who may be expected to be 
present at the function that provides oc¬ 
casion for the meeting, but all members of 
the Council shall have the right to attend. 

5. (a) On the request of any member 

„ of the General Council any 

resolution or other item of 
business proposed by such member 
shall be placed on the Agenda, and 
circulated with brief supporting state¬ 
ments, for consideration at the next 
meeting of the General Council, provided 
that not less than six months’ notice of 
such resolution or item of business shall 
be given to the Secretary. 

(b) At all meetings of the General 
Council, members thereof may vote in 
person, or in writing, or by proxy duly 
given to another member of the General 
Council for the particular meeting con¬ 
cerned. Except as aforesaid no member 
shall exercise more than one vote. No 
member shall be allowed to exercise more 
than 5 proxy votes. 

Note: Meetings include adjourned 

meetings. 

6. The quorum of an ordinary as well 
^ as of a special meeting of 

the General Council shall 
be five members. If there be no quorum, 
the meeting may be adjourned sine die, 
or the Chairman of the meeting may 
adjourn it to another date, of which three 
months’ further notice shall be given, 
when the business of the meeting shall 
be disposed of, irrespective of whether 
there is a quorum present or not. 

7. The President, or in his absence the 
Who Shall Vice-President, of the Society 

Preside shall preside at all meetings 


of The Thcosophical Society or of the 
General Council, and shall have a casting 
vote in the case of an equal division of the 
members voting on any question before 
the meeting. 

8. In the absence of the President 

President and the Vice-President, 

the meeting shall elect a chairman 
from among the members present at 
the meeting, and he shall have a casting 
vote in the case of a lie. 

9. The term of office of the President 

President ’• shall be seven years from 

term of office the date of assuming office. 

10. The procedure for election to the 

Election of office of President shall be 

President as follows: 

(a) Seven months before the expira¬ 
tion of a President’s term of office, or 
within three days of the office becoming 
vacant, the Executive Committee shall 
appoint a special Committee consisting 
of three members of The Thcosophical 
Society in good standing including the 
Secretary, but excluding any candidate 
for the office of President, to carry out 
the election procedure as hcreinunder 
detailed. 

This Committee shall be known as 
the Election Committee and shall be 
answerable only to the Executive 
Committee. 

It shall be automatically dissolved on 
the declaration of the voting result. 

(A) Immediately on its appointment, 
the Election Committee shall instruct 
the Secretary to send out to the members 
of the General Council a written call for 
nominations for the office of President. 

The call for nominations shall be sent 
by airmail or other expeditious means if 
airmail be unavailable, followed one 
week later by a second (duplicate) call. 

(c) Any member of the Society in 
good standing, having been a member 
for at least ten consecutive years 
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immediately preceding his nomination, 
may be nominated. 

Each member of the General Grnncil 
who is a General Secretary, Regional 
Secretary or Organizing Secretary, shall 
be entitled to make three nominations 
and shall consult his Governing Body 
before making nominations. 

The President shall be entitled to make 
three nominations. 

The Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and each Additional Member of the 
General Council who is not a Regional 
Secretary or Organizing Secretary shall 
be entitled to make one nomination. 

It shall be the responsibility of the 
nominator to sec that his nomination(s) 
together with the written consent of 
the nomince(s) reach the Secretary with¬ 
in ten weeks of the date of the call for 
nominations. 

(d) At the expiration of ten weeks, the 
Election Committee shall place all the 
nominations received, together with the 
relevant papers, before the Executive 
Committee at a meeting especially con¬ 
vened for the purpose. 

At such meeting the Executive Com¬ 
mittee shall examine the nominations. 

The three nominees having the highest 
number of nominations shall alone be 
qualified to be on the voting list, but if 
two (or more) nominees qualify for the 
last place on the voting list, they shall both 
(or all) be included in the list. 

No nominee shall be included in the 
voting list unless supported by at least 
twelve nominations. 

The names of the nominees who thus 
qualify for inclusion shall be listed in 
alphabetical order. 

This list, as finalized by the Executive 
Committee, shall be the voting list and 
shall not be subject to challenge. 

( e ) The Secretary shall then immediate¬ 
ly communicate in writing by airmail or 


other expeditious means (followed one 
week later by a second and duplicate 
communication) the voting list together 
with biographical data of the candidates 
in accordance with Appendix A to these 
Rules, to the General Secretaries. Regional 
Secretaries, Organizing Secretaries, and 
Presidential Representatives and to the 
Lodges (Branches) and Fellows-at-large 
attached to Headquarters. 

Each General Secretary, Regional Sec¬ 
retary, Organizing Secretary and 
Presidential Representative shall make 
known the names of the candidates and 
their biographical data to the members in 
his area and take the votes in accordance 
with the instructions in Appendix B to 
these Rules of the individual members on 
the rolls of his National Society or area of 
administration who have been members 
in good standing for two full years as on 
the date of the call for nominations, 
and shall communicate the result to the 
Secretary in accordance with the in¬ 
structions given in Appendix B to these 
Rules. 

The Election Gmimittce shall take the 
votes in accordance with the instructions 
given in Appendix B of these Rules of 
the members of the Lodges (Branches) 
and Fellows-at-large attached to Head¬ 
quarters who have been members in good 
standing for two full years as on the date 
of the call for nominations. 

The voting results must reach the Secre¬ 
tary within fifteen weeks of the date of 
issue of the voting list by him. 

If only one name remains on the voting 
list, the vote shall be taken on a * For * 
or * Against ’ ballot. 

(J) At the expiration of fifteen 
weeks from the date of issue of the voting 
list by the Secretary, the voting results 
shall be totalled by the Election Com¬ 
mittee and placed before the Executive 
Committee. 
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Within three days of the closing date 
of voting, the candidate who has received 
the largest number of votes shall be 
declared elected President and shall as¬ 
sume office not later than thirty days 
thereafter. 

In the event of a tic, or of the rejection 
of a single candidate in a 4 For ’ or 
4 Against ’ ballot, or of a candidate on the 
voting list dying or being so seriously in¬ 
capacitated as to be unable to carry out 
the Presidential duties if elected, after 
the despatch of the voting list and before 
the final totalling of votes, the nomination 
and election procedure shall be repeated, 
commencing within seven days from the 
notification of the fact to the Secretary, 
and the President in office or the Vice- 
President if he is temporarily filling such 
office, shall continue therein until a new 
President assumes office. 

Note: A member is in good standing 
if his dues have been paid for the last 
official year to his Section, Regional Asso¬ 
ciation or Presidential Agency or in the 
case of Lodges (Branches) attached direct 
to Adyar and Fellows-at-large to the 
Secretary or Treasurer concerned. 

11. (a) Within three months of assum- 
Nomination ing office the President shall 
nominate the Vice-President 
° dent; hk' subject to confirmation by 

duties the General Council. His 
term of office shall be at the discretion 
of the President but when the Vice-Presi¬ 
dent has been three years in office that 
office shall become vacant by the passage 
of time and the President, within three 
months, shall again make a nomination 
and submit it to the General Council. 
Notwithstanding this provision the Vice- 
President shall remain in office and his 
term shall continue until a successor has 
been nominated and confirmed. The 
Vice-President in office may be renomi¬ 
nated. It shall be his duty, among other 


things, to carry on the executive func¬ 
tions of the President in case the Presi¬ 
dent is dead or where the Executive 
Committee finds that he is disabled 
by accident, serious illness or otherwise 
from performing the duties of the Presi¬ 
dent. 

(A) Notwithstanding anythmg 
herein contained the Vice-President doing 
the duties of the President shall continue 
to be the Vice-President of the Society 
until a new Vice-President has been nomi¬ 
nated and his nomination confirmed by 
the General Council. In case of death, 
resignation or disability of such Vice- 
President doing the duties of the President, 
the Executive Committee shall appoint a 
Vice-President who shall hold office until 
the new President shall have nominated a 
new Vice-President and his nomination be 
confirmed by the General Council. 

12 . The Secretary and such sub- 

\ppointnient ordlna,c officials “ « 

of other necessary shall be appointed 

°® ci * b by the President and con¬ 
firmed by a majority vote of the Executive 
Committee at its next meeting, the newly 
appointed officials not being present or 
voting. The Executive Committee may 
remove any of these appointees, by a vote 
of three-fourths of the whole number of 
its members. In this event, the President 
shall make a new appointment. 

13 . The President shall nominate the 
Removal of Treasurer, following consul- 
appointce* tat ion with and approval by 
from office t ^ e E xccut j vc Committee 

and subsequent confirmation by the 
General Council for a period of three 
years. In the event of an emergency, the 
President may appoint an acting Treasurer 
with the approval of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee until such time as the General 
Council can confirm a new Treasurer in 
accordance with the procedure laid down 
above. The Treasurer may be removed 
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from office by the General Council or by 
i vote of three-fourths of the number of 
■.embers of the Executive C mmittce. 
In such an event, the President shall 
nominate a new Treasurer, following 
consultation with and approval by the 
Executive Committee and subsequent con¬ 
firmation by the General Council. 

14. (a) The General Council shall at 

Appointment ^ Annual Meeting ap- 
•)( Executive point an Executive Com- 
( ommittee mittec for the ensuing year 
or until its next Annual Meeting, of not 
less than seven and not more than ten 
members, of whom at least six shall be 
members of the General Council. The 
President, the Vice-President, the Trea¬ 
surer, and the Secretary shall be cx-officio 
members. Vacancies caused by death or 
resignation or otherwise may be filled by 
cooption. 

( b ) The General Council may dele¬ 
gate to the Executive Committee any of its 
powers and authority in the management 
of the business and affairs of the Society 
except: 

(i) The power to amend or repeal the 
Rules; 

(ii) The power to borrow money and 
incur indebtedness; 

(iii) Such powers as are specifically 
xserved to the President. 

The Executive Committee shall have 
wch powers as arc delegated to it by the 
General Council and as are specified in 
•-he Rules. The Executive Committee may 
recommend to the General Council pro¬ 
grammes, policies or activities, but it may 
not initiate projects requiring major funds 
»ot within the current approved budget. 

15. The Executive Gvmmittcc shall 

Meetings of mcct al lcasl once in cvef y 
Executive three months for the receipt 

Committee consideration of ac¬ 

counts and the despatch of any other 
business. A special meeting may be called 
10 


by the President whenever he thinks fit, 
and such meeting shall be called by him, 
oj if not by him, by the Secretary, when 
he is required to do so, by not fewer 
than three members of the Committee, 
who shall state to him in writing the busi¬ 
ness for which they wish the meeting 
to assemble. 

16. At a meeting of the Executive 

Quuram of Committee, three mem- 

Executive bers shall constitute a 

Committee quorum . 

17. The Committee shall, in the ab- 

Chairman of SCnce of lhc PrCSldenI 

Executive Vice-President, elect a Chair- 

Committee num to preside over the 

meeting and in case of equality of votes 
the Chairman for the time being shall 
have a casting vote. 

18. The President shall be the custo¬ 
dian of all the archives 
and records of the Society, 
and shall be the Executive 
Officer and shall conduct 
and direct the business of 
the Society in compliance 
with its rules; he shall be 
empowered to make tem¬ 
porary appointments and to fill provi¬ 
sionally all vacancies that occur in the 
offices of the Society, and shall have 
discretionary powers in all matters not 
specifically provided for in these Rules. 

19. All subscriptions, donations and 

other moneys payable to 
the Association shall be 

money* 

received by the President, 
or the Treasurer, or the Secretary, the 
receipt of any of whom in writing 
shall be sufficient discharge for the 


President 
Custodian of 
archives; 
Executive 
Officer; 
power to 
make tempo¬ 
rary and 
provisional 
appointments 


same. 

20. The securities and uninvested 
funds of the Society shall 

Shmatories ^ deposited * n State 

Bank of India, Madras, 
or such other Bank or Banks as the 
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Executive Committee, T.S., shall select; 
and in countries outside of India, in 
such Banks as the President shall select. 
Cheques drawn against the funds shall 
be signed by any two of the following: 
the President, the Treasurer, the Secretary 
and any other persons appointed by the 
President for the purpose under Rule 12. 

21. ( a ) Notwithstanding anything in 
these rules to the contrary 

Attorney P rcs *dent ma y* touching 

the assets and affairs of 
the Society beyond India, at any time 
and from time to time by a Power of 
Attorney appoint any persons to be the 
Attorneys of the Society for such period 
and subject to such conditions and for 
such purposes and with such authorities 
and powers as he may think fit, and he 
may if necessary affix the Seal of the 
Society thereto. 

Without prejudice to the general powers 
conferred as aforesaid, the President may 
grant power and authority among others 
to sell, grant mortgage, lease or otherwise 
transfer the assets of the Society, movable 
or immovable, real or personal, and to 
receive subscription, donations, legacies, 
moneys and other property, movable or 
immovable, and to institute, continue, 
compromise, compound or refer to arbi¬ 
tration any actions, suits, or other proceed¬ 
ings, and to take and hold shares in any 
Company, and to vote at any meetings 
thereof, and to sub-delegate all or any of 
his powers, and to give receipts and re¬ 
leases, and to sign, seal and deliver any 
instrument or document and have the 


same registered. 

(A) The funds of the Society may 
be invested by the Presi- 
Investmcnts ^cm, w j t h the advice and 

consent of the Executive Committee, in 
Government or other Public Securities, or 
in the purchase of immovable property or 
First Mortgages in such property. 


(c) The Adyar Estate of the Society 

in Madras including the 
/SZEemZ Society’s original Head- 
quarters and all other pro¬ 
perties in Adyar since acquired by gift, 
purchase or otherwise, shall not at any time 
be disposed of by sale, gift, exchange, 
mortgage or otherwise; save that the Presi¬ 
dent, if specially authorized by a resolu¬ 
tion of the General Council, passed by 
a three-fourths vote of their members, 
voting in person, in writing or by proxy, 
may dispose of such outlying portions of 
the said Adyar Estate, as may be specified 
in such Resolutions. 

( d ) The President may, with the 

advice and consent of the 
IanM■mil Executive Committee, sell, 
and other mortgage or otherwise 
property transfer any investment in 

Government or other Public securities, 
or any movable or immovable property 
of the Society other than those mentioned 
in Rule 21(c). 

22. (a) All deeds whereby immovable 
Affixing of Properties belonging to the 

Seal. Society are transferred or 

Signatures otherwise dealt with shall 
have affixed to them the Seal of the 
Society with the signature of the President 
and of the Secretary. In case of the 
absence of the President or where the 
Executive Committee finds that he is by 
reason of disability caused by accident, 
illness or otherwise, unable to act, it may 
appoint two of its members to sign in 
place of the President. 

(A) All transfers of movable pro- 

Transferof P 8 ** if in writin 8* shal1 
movable bear the signature of the 

property President and of the Secre¬ 
tary but need not have affixed to them 
the Seal of the Society. In case of the 
absence of the President or where the 
Executive Committee finds that he is by 
reason of disability caused by accident, 
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Soer 

24. The 


Secretary 
to affix Seal 


illness or otherwise, unable to act, it may 
appoint two of its members to sign in 
place of the President. 

Note: The procedure detailed in this 
Rule is without prejudice to the powers 
conferred under Rule 21 (a). 

23. The Society may sue and be 
sued in the name of the 
President. 

Secretary may, with the 
authority of the President, 
or of the two substitutes 
appointed according to 
Rule 22, affix the Seal of the Society 
on all instruments requiring to be sealed, 
and all such instruments shall be 
signed by the President or by the two 
substitutes above mentioned and the 
Secretary. 

25. On the death or resignation of 
Death or P |pe * , ’d* n t» th© Secretary 

resignation of shall at once make arrangc- 
Presklent m ents for the election of 

a new President, in accordance with 
Rule 10, and until such new President is 
elected the Vice-President shall perform 
the duties of President. 


Headquarters 

26. Headquarters of the Society 

Head- are established at Adyar 

quarter* Madras, and arc outside 

the jurisdiction of the Indian Section. 

27. The President shall have full power 

Permission and discretion to permit to 

to reside an y person the use of any 

portion or premises in the Adyar 
Estate for occupation and residence, 

on such terms as the President may 
lay down, or to refuse permission so to 
occupy or reside. Any person occupy¬ 
ing or residing under the permission 
granted by the President shall, on a 
fortnight’s notice given by or on behalf 
of the President, unconditionally quit 


the premises before the expiry of that 
period. 


Organization 


28. Every person of ten full years of 

Eligibility *8©. w ' l * lout distinction of 

for race, creed, sex, caste or 
membership co l our> shall be eligible for 

membership in the Society, but those 
under the age of eighteen shall be admitted 
to membership only with the written 
consent of parent or guardian, and shall 
have no right to vote until they have 
reached the age of eighteen years. 

29. (a) Admission to membership may 
Admission to be obtained through the 
membership President of a Lodge 

(Branch), the General Secretary of a 
National Society or, through the Secre¬ 
tary; and a Diploma (Certificate) of 
membership shall be issued to the 
Fellow, bearing the signature of the Presi¬ 
dent, and countersigned by the General 
Secretary, where the applicant resides 
within the territory of a National Society, 
or countersigned by the Secretary, if ad¬ 
mission to membership has been obtained 
through the Secretary. 

( b) The date of membership will 

begin; 

(i) When admission has been made 

through the General Secrc- 
Mrmbership tary. Regional Secretary, 
Organizing Secretary, or 
Presidential Representative from the date 
of acceptance by the General Secretary, 
Regional Secretary, Organizing Secretary 
or Presidential Representative as entered 
by him and duly reported to the Secretary 
at Adyar. 

(ii) When admission has been made 
through the Secretary, from the date of 
acceptance of the application by him, and 
so recorded in his office. 

(c) Members may not be full 
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members of more than one Lodge 
(Branch) at a time, but may be accepted 
as Affiliated or Honorary Members of 
Lodges (Branches) other than the one in 
which they arc full members. Affiliated 
or Honorary Members may possess such 
rights and privileges as are accorded to 
them by the Lodge (Branch) in which they 
hold such membership, but they shall not 
be founder members of new Lodges 
(Branches), but if a member becomes a 
founder member of a new Lodge (Branch), 
he must become a full member of such 
Lodge (Branch) and shall relinquish full 
membership in any other Lodge (Branch). 
Affiliated or Honorary Members are not 
to be counted in the international records 
or vote in international elections other 
than through the Lodge (Branch) in which 
they hold full membership. 

(d) Without prejudice to the provi¬ 
sions of Rule 10, no member in good 
standing for less than two years shall have 
the right to vote in elections and other 
matters pertaining to Lodges, Federations, 
Regional Associations, National Societies 
or other duly constituted bodies of the 
Theosophical Society. In the case of 
newly formed Lodges (Branches), or in 
other special circumstances, the General 
Secretary, or National Council or 
Committee, or the International Secretary, 
as the case may be, shall have the power 
to waive the requirements of this rule. 

30. Lodges (Branches) and Fellows, 
whether unattached or at- 
Fellows within tachcd to a Lodge (Branch), 
“National residing within the terri¬ 
tory of a National Soci¬ 
ety, shall normally belong to that National 
Society, unless coming under Rule 31. 

Provided that with the consent of the 
General Secretaries concerned a member 
who belongs to one National Society may 
while retaining his membership of that 
National Society belong to another 


National Society as an Affiliated or Hono¬ 
rary Member, but he shall not cast a vote 
in matters relating to The Theosophical 
Society in the National Society in which he 
is an Affiliated or Honorary Member. 

When a National Society under its own 
rules provides for Life Membership in that 
National Society, such Life Membership 
shall no longer be effective where a Mem¬ 
ber resides in the territory of or transfers 
his membership to another National 
Society, unless the specific approval of the 
General Secretaries concerned has been 
granted. 

31. (a) When an individual Fellow in 
good standing, for any se- 

l^odi* c < and r j ous an( j weighty reason, 

Fdlows within _ . , . . ’ 

a National sufficient in the opinion of 

^ockty but tjj C President to justify such 

.iii.u hcGciim l . , r 

to Adyar or action, is desirous of leaving 

! Natioaai r National Society to 

Society which he belongs, but is 
not desirous of leaving The 
Theosophical Society, such individual 
Fellow may become directly attached to 
Headquarters, Adyar, severing all con¬ 
nection with the National Society. Such 
application must be made through the 
General Secretary of the National Society 
concerned who shall be under obligation 
duly to forward such application to the 
President as expeditiously as possible. 
This shall equally apply in the case of the 
admission of any new member. 

{b) A Fellow of The Theosophical 
Society in good standing who is desirous 
of leaving the National Society to which 
he or she belongs or ought to belong under 
Rule 30 and of joining another National 
Society, may be permitted by the President 
to do so provided such Fellow presents 
reason sufficient in the opinion of the 
President to justify such action, and 
provided further that the application for 
transfer is submitted with the approval of 
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the General Secretaries of both National 
Societies concerned. 

This rule shall apply equally in the ease 
of the admission of a new member. 

(c) When a Lodge (Branch), for any 
serious and weighty reason, sufficient 
in the opinion of the President to justify 
such action, is desirous of leaving the 
National Society to which it belongs, 
but is not desirous of leaving The Theo- 
sophical Society, such Lodge (Branch) 
may become directly attached to Head¬ 
quarters, Adyar, severing all connec¬ 
tion with the National Society. Such 
application must be made through the 
General Secretary of the National Society 
concerned who shall be under obliga¬ 
tion duly to forward such application to 
the President as expeditiously as possible. 

Before any Lodge (Branch) shall have 
the right to apply to be directly attached 
to Headquarters, Adyar, it shall have 
mailed to each of its members individually 
a notice that such application is about to 
be considered. Such notice must be 
mailed not less than two weeks before the 
meeting at which such consideration is to 
take place, and voting on the application 
shall be deferred until two months after 
that meeting. If at such first meeting, or 
any succeeding meeting pursuant thereto, 
it is decided to bring the application to a 
vole as herein provided, a full report of 
the reasons for such action shall at once 
be sent to the General Secretary of the 
National Society concerned. 

Any application for separation from 
ihe National Society to which a Lodge 
(Branch) belongs shall be ineffective unless 
two-thirds of the members of the Lodge 
(Branch) vole in favour thereof. 

(</) In the event of any undue delay 
in the transmission of any application 
under any of the foregoing provisions of 
this Rule, a correct copy of such applica¬ 
tion (duly signed or otherwise authenti¬ 


cated) may be transmitted directly to the 
President by the Fellow or Lodge (Branch) 
concerned, and the President may act on 
such copy if in his absolute discretion 
it appears to him to be fit or proper 
that he should so act. Any action so 
taken by the President shall be as valid 
and effectual, for all purposes, as if it 
had been taken on the original appli¬ 
cation submitted for transmission to 
the President. The Fellow or Lodge 
(Branch), when forwarding such copy 
to the President directly, shall state the 
full grounds and reasons for the direct 
transmission. 

32 Lodges (Branches) or Fellows-at- 
l odKcsand lar S c » in countries where no 

Fellows National Society exists, must 

apply for their Chatters 
Society or Diplomas (Certificates) 

exists directly to the Secretary, 

and may not, without the sanction of the 
President, belong to National Societies 
within the territorial limits of which 


they are not situated or resident. 

33. Any seven Fellows may apply to 
be chartered as a Lodge 
F °« n i!od»e 0f (Branch). In a country 
where no National Society 
exists the application must be forwarded 
to the President of the Society through 
the Secretary. 

The Presidents, Secretaries and other 
Officers, including Committee Members, 
of Lodges (Branches) shall have been 
members in good standing for not less than 
two consecutive years immediately prior to 
their election. In the case of newly 
formed Lodges (Branches), or in other 
special circumstances, the General Secre¬ 
tary or National Council or Committee, or 
the International Secretary, as the case 
may be, shall have the power to waive the 
requirements of this rule. 

Three or more members, but less than 
seven, may apply for certification as an 
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Official Study Centre, but such Official 
Study Centres shall not be considered 
as units to be counted in application for 
the formation of a National Society. 

34. The President shall have authority 

to grant or refuse applica- 
grants,refuses tions for Charters, which, if 
Ch>,1 * rs issued, must bear his signa¬ 
ture and that of the Secretary, and the 
Seal of the Society, and be recorded at 
the Headquarters of the Society. 

35. (a) A National Society may be 

Formation Of formed b y thc President, 
a National upon the application of 

Society se vcn or more chartered 


Lodgcs(Branchcs) consisting of at least 70 
members of the Society in good standing. 

(b) Upon the application of seven 
or more chartered Lodges 
Formation of (Branches) in areas which 
a Section arc territorially adjacent 
and in which there are not sufficient 


Lodges (Branches) for each national 
group to form a National Society, the 
President shall have authority at his 
discretion to issue (and to cancel) 
a Charter constituting such Lodges 
(Branches) into a Section. Thc Charter 
shall confer the same powers as one 
issued to a National Society. In all 
respects the rules applying to National 
Societies shall apply to any group of 
Lodges (Branches) holding a Charter 
under this rule. 


(c) Thc President shall have author- 

Fornuttion ' l y at b ' s d * scre, * on to issue 
of a Regional (and to cancel) a certificate of 
Association R C gj on al Association to any 

national or territorially adjacent group 
of Lodges (Branches) not sufficient in 
number or otherwise unable to form or to 


maintain a National Society, as defined 
in these Rules, or where in his judgement 
territorial division or other causes have 
made such Regional Association necessary 
or desirable. Any such Regional Associa¬ 


tion may elect an Organizing Secretary or 
other executive officer or officers for the 
purpose of further organization and thc 
transaction of business. 

A Regional Association shall not appoint 
a General Secretary (as thc term is used in 
these Rules) nor be represented on the Gen¬ 
eral Council. In all other respects thc Rule* 
applicable to National Socicticsand to Gen¬ 
eral Secretaries shall apply to Regional 
Associations and to their chief executives. 

( d ) The President shall have author- 
Appointmcnt ity at hisdiscrction to appoint 
and to withdraw appoint- 
sentatives ments of Presidential Re¬ 
presentatives to act under his instructions 
for the purposes of conducting thc business 
and administration of thc Society in any 
place and in any respect not inconsistent 
with these Rules. Each such appointment 
and the power delegated to each such Re¬ 
presentative shall be evidenced by a Letter 
of Appointment referring to this Rule. 

36. (a) All Charters of National Societies 
Authority Of or Lodg* (Branches) and 
Charter*and all Diplomas (Certificates! 

Diplomas membership derive their 

authority from thc President, acting as 
Executive Officer of thc General Council 
of the Society, and may be cancelled by 
the same authority. 

(b) Without prejudice to thc pro¬ 
visions of sub-rule (a), a National Society, 
Section or Regional Association may 
cancel thc Charter of a Lodge (Branch) 
within its area. This power shall be 
exercised by thc Governing Body or 
Committee uhich is responsible, accord¬ 
ing to thc constitution, rules and regula¬ 
tions of the National Society, Section or 
Regional Association, for thc manage¬ 
ment of thc business and affairs of thc 
National Section or Regional Association. 

(c) Thc Lodge (Branch) may appeal 
to thc President against thc cancellation 
of its Charter under sub-rule ( b ) within a 
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period of three months from the date of 
receipt of the order of cancellation of the 
Charter, and the President may cither 
uphold or quash the order of cancellation. 
The decision of the President shall be 
deemed to be effective from the date of 
the order of cancellation of the Charier 
by the National Society, Section or 
Regional Association. 

Provided that if the President does not 
pass an order on the appeal within a 
period of nine months from the date of 
receipt of the appeal, the cancellation of 
the Charter shall be deemed to have been 
upheld. 

(</) If at any time the number of 
members in good standing of 

Minimum a N at j ona i Society falls below 

number of 

members fur seventy and the number of 
Lodges (Branches) falls be¬ 
low five, the President may, 
at his discretion, withdraw its Charter. 

37. Each Lodge (Branch) and National 
Society shall have the power 

KuKes of • • • 

l odges and to make its own Rules Which 

National shall not be incompatible 
Societies w j|jj the Rules of the 

National Society to which the Lodge 
(Branch) belongs or with the Rules of 
The Theosophical Society. 

All Rules of Lodges (Branches) and 
National Societies and amendments there¬ 
to shall be submitted for approval within 
thirty days of their adoption as follows: 
In the case of a Lodge (Branch) belonging 
to a National Society, all such Rules and 
amendments shall be submitted to the 
General Secretary of that National So¬ 
ciety; in the case of a National Society 
or of a Lodge (Branch) not situated 
within the territory of a National Society 
or of a Lodge directly attached to Adyar 
under Rule 31(c) all such Rules or amend¬ 
ments thereto shall be submitted directly 
to the President. 

All Rules and amendments shall be put 


into force if approval has not been 
refused within ninety days of acknowledge¬ 
ment of their receipt. 

If by a change made in a Rule of The 
Theosophical Society, any Rule of a 
National Society, which at its inception 
was not incompatible with the Rules of 
The Theosophical Society, ceases to be 
compatible, such a Rule of the National 
Society shall cease to be valid and shall be 
amended so as to be in consonance with 
the Rules of The Theosophical Society. 

If by a change made in a Rule of a 
National Society, any Rule of a Lodge 
(Branch) which at its inception was not 
incompatible with the Rules of the 
National Society, ceases to be compatible, 
such a Rule of the Lodge (Branch) shall 
cease to be valid and shall be amended 
so as to be in consonance with the Rules 
of the National Society. 

38. (a) Every National Society shall 

appoint or otherwise select a 

Secretary General Secretary, who shall 

be the channel of offirial 
communication between the General 
Council and the National Society. 

( b ) General Secretaries, Regional 
Secretaries, Organizing Secretaries and 
other Officers, including Committee 
Members of National Societies and Re¬ 
gional Associations, shall have been 
members in good standing for not less 
than three consecutive years, immediately 
prior to their election to the office 
concerned. Provided that in special 
circumstances, the National Council or 
Committee shall have power to waive the 
requirements of this rule. 

39. The General Secretary of each 

National Society shall for- 

AMuai ward to the President, annu- 

Rgport 

ally, not later than the first 
day of November, a report of the year’s 
work of his Society, and at any time 
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furnish any further information the Pre¬ 
sident or General Council may desire. 

40. National Societies hitherto known 
as Sections, which have been 
incorporated under the name 
of 4 The . . . Section of The 
T.S.’ before the year 1908, 

may retain that name in their respective 
countries, in order not to interfere with 
the incorporation already existing, but 
shall be included under the name of Na¬ 
tional Societies, for all purposes in these 
Rules and Regulations. 

Finance 

41. The President, Secretary and 

Treasurer shall together 
„ £**■ *1* have the power to fix or 
vary fees and charges pay¬ 
able to the General Treasury by Lodges 
(Branches) not comprised within the 
limits of any National Society: for Char¬ 
ters of such Lodges (Branches); for Dip¬ 
lomas (Certificates) of Membership and 
for Annual subscription of Fellows of 
such Lodges (Branches); and in the case 
of Lodges (Branches) comprised within 
the jurisdiction of a National Society, 
Regional Association, or Presidential 
Agency for Charters when printed at or 
supplied by the Adyar Headquarters. The 
Secretary should inform the General 
Council within three months of any 
changes in fees and charges. The Annual 
Subscription of Fellows other than 
Fellows-at-large or members of Lodges 
(Branches) attached directly to Adyar 
shall be the amount prescribed for Annual 
Subscription by the by-laws or other 
regulations of the National Society to 
which such Fellows are attached, or 
equivalents. 

42. Fellows-at-large, resident within the 
Fettowa-at- territory of a National Soci- 
large: Fees and ety under the Provision of 

Subscriptions Ru , e 3| shaU pay tQ thc 


National 
Societies 
known as 
Sections 


General Treasury as Entrance Fee and as 
Annual Subscription the amounts prescrib¬ 
ed by the bylaws or other regulations of 
such National Society, but not less than 
thc fee and subscription fixed for a 
Fellow-at-large not resident within thc 
territory of a National Society. 

Fellows-at-large, not resident within thc 
territory of National Society, shall pay 
such Entrance Fee, Diploma Fee and 
Annual Subscription as shall be fixed by 
the President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
The Secretary shall inform thc General 
Council of any changes in such fees within 
three months of their being made. 


43. (a) Each National Society shall pay 

NuHomJSoci- into the General Treasury 
etie*: fees to fifteen per cent of thc total 

Adyar amount of fees payable by 

members to thc Section and shall remit 
thc same to thc Treasurer at Adyar on 
or before thc first day of September of thc 
current year, and thc financial year of 
thc Society shall close on 30th September. 


(b) Notwithstanding thc provisions 

Presidential ° f Rulc 4l <*) and Rulc 42 ' 
Agencies: the President at his discre- 

“** lion may authorize Presiden¬ 

tial Representatives to collect dues in ter¬ 
ritories to which they have been appointed 
and to remit in accordance with Rule 
43 (a). 


Cancellation 
of Charter 
or dissolution 
of National 
Sodety or 
Lodge 


44. In the event of the cancellation of 
any Charter under Rule 36, 
or thc dissolution of any 
National Society or of a 
Lodge (Branch), the con¬ 
stituent Charter of thc 
National Society or of thc 
Lodge (Branch), granted by the President, 
shall ipso facto become forfeited or 
lapsed, and all property, real or personal, 
including Charters, Diplomas (Certifi¬ 
cates), Seal, Records and other papers 
belonging to or in the custody of such 
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National Society or Lodge (Branch) 
shall vest as follows: 

(а) in the Society, in the case of a 

National Society or of a 
property of L°<te e (Branch) not within 
National the territory of a National 
S l C odRe° r Society or of a Lodge 
(Branch) coming under Rule 
31(c) (except) where the law of the 
country where the National Society 
or Lodge (Branch) is situated prohibits 
such vesting, in which case the property 
shall vest (as hereinafter provided) and 
delivery shall be made to the President, or 
to his nominee on his behalf. 

(б) in the National Society in which 
the Lodge (Branch) is situated, in the case 
of a Lodge (Branch) within the territory 
of a National Society, said Lodge (Branch) 
not coming under Rule 31(c), and delivery 
shall be made to the General Secretary of 
the said National Society. 

No National Society or Lodge (Branch) 
whose Charter shall have become forfeited 
or lapsed shall continue to use the 
name, motto, or seal of the Society 
except for the purpose of vesting in the 
Society or in the National Society, as the 
case may be, the real and personal pro¬ 
perty of such National Society or Lodge 
(Branch). 

Provided, nevertheless, that the Prcsi- 

Revimlor dcnl shaU ^ve P° wer to 

transfer of revive the Charter of the 
Charter National Society or the 

Lodge (Branch), as the case may be, whose 
Charter shall have become so forfeited or 
lapsed, and to transfer the said Charter to 
other Lodges (Branches) being not fewer 
than seven in number, or to other Fellows 
being not less than seven in numbet, as 
the case may be, or to such other nominees 
of his as in his judgement shall seem best 
for the interest of the Society. 

Provided further that in cases in which 
the Charter of a Lodge (Branch) had been 
11 


cancelled by a National Society, Section 
or Regional Association under sub-rule 
(6) of Rule 36 and, on an appeal under 
sub-rule (r) of that Rule, the President 
quashes the order of cancellation, all 
property of the Lodge (Branch) shall 
again vest in the Lodge (Branch), and shall 
be deemed to have remained so vested 
from the date of the order of cancellation 
of the Charter by the National Society, 
Section or Regional Association. 

In cases under (a) above, where such 
vesting in the Society is prohibited by the 
law of the country in which is situated the 
National Society or the Lodge (Branch) 
whose Charter has become forfeited or 
lapsed as aforesaid, the property shall vest 
in a local Trustee or Trustees appointed 
by the President. 

To effect any transfer of property, to 
which the Society may become entitled 
under this Rule, it shall be lawful for the 
President to appoint an agent or nominee 
for the purpose of executing any necessary 
document or documents, or for taking 
any steps necessary effectually to transfer 
the said property to the Society. 

45. The financial accounts of the 

Society shall be audited 

accents* annually by qualified Audi¬ 
tors who shall be appointed 
by the General Council at each Annual 
Meeting for the ensuing year. 

Meeting 

46. The Annual General Meeting or 

, Convention of the Society 

Annual . , 

General shall be held at such time 

Meeting j n suc ) 1 place as shall be 

determined by the Executive Committee 
in June of each year, but such Annual 
General Meeting or Convention must be 
held within six months of the close of the 
Society’s year and may be held outside 
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India not more than once in every three 
years. National Societies desirous of in¬ 
viting the Convention and able to make 
due arrangements for its accommodation, 
shall send the invitation at least twelve 
months prior to the Convention with 
particulars of the arrangements they 
propose to make. 

47. Not more than once in every seven 
World years a World Congress of 

Congress The Thcosophical Society 
may be held at a place and date to be 
fixed by the General Council, but so as not 
to interfere with the Annual Convention. 

48. The President shall have the 
Special power to convene special 
meetings meetings of the Society at 

his discretion. 


Revision 

49. The General Council, of their own 

Changes in motion or on the motion 

Rules and of the Executive Committee 
Rwtalions and ^ a , leas| thrw 

months* notice has been given to each 
member of said Council, may, by a three- 
fourths vote of those members who vote 
in person, in writing, or by proxy, make, 
alter or repeal the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions of the Society, in such manner as 
it may deem expedient. 

50. The General Council may frame 

bylaws not inconsistent 
with these Rules and Regula¬ 
tions and may add to, alter, or repeal 
such bylaws, consistently with the said 
Rules and Regulations, as it may deem 
expedient. 



APPENDIX 


A: Biographical Data of Presidential 
Candidates. 

Each candidate shall submit to the 
Secretary biographical data not exceed¬ 
ing two hundred words. 

The following information shall be in¬ 
cluded: (a) date and place of birth (b) 
education (c) past and present occupations 
(d) date of joining The Theosophical 
Society(c) work done for The Theosophical 
Society. 

Other information may be included 
but must be factual and shall not contain 
statements of opinion or policy. 

The biographical data for circulation 
shall be drawn up by the Election Com¬ 
mittee on the basis of the information 
supplied by the candidates, and shall be 
approved by the Executive Committee 
(excluding any candidates for election) 
before being issued. 

B: Voting Procedure for a Presidential 
Election. 

Note: Where the term * General 
Secretary ’ is used, it refers also to Region¬ 
al Secretary, Organizing Secretary, 
and Presidential Representative. Where 
the term ‘ Section ’ is used, it refers also 
to National Society, Regional Associa¬ 
tion and Presidential Agency. 

(a) The Section shall print the voting 
papers and biographical data as soon as 
the names of the nominees arc announced. 

Where practicable, in the view of the 
General Secretary all the papers should 
be in the language(s) of the area. 

It shall be the responsibility of the 
General Secretary, to ensure ihat the 
voting papers together with the bio¬ 
graphical data in full arc sent to each 
member. 


Other material concerning the candi¬ 
dates shall not be circulated. 

( b ) The voting paper shall consist of 
two parts: the voting slip, and the letter 
form which the member signs and 
addresses to the General Secretary. 

Each member shall be given two envel¬ 
opes, a small one in which he will place 
only the voting slip and seal it, and a larger 
one addressed to the General Secretary, 
in which he will enclose the small sealed 
envelope and the letter form signed by 
him. 

(c) As the papers are received, the 
General Secretary, with the scrutineers 
appointed by the Executive Committee 
of the Section (preferably not members 
of that committee), shall open the larger 
envelopes addressed to him to ensure the 
validity of the votes by checking the 
eligibility of the voter who has signed 
the letter form. 

He shall then put the small scaled 
envelopes containing the voting slips into 
a scaled box. 

This box shall be opened on the ap¬ 
pointed day by the scrutineers. Voting 
papers received after this date shall be 
treated as invalid and shall be destroyed 
unopened. 

The scrutineers shall open the small 
envelopes and count the votes given to 
each candidate (or the number of * For * 
or 4 Against * votes if there is but one 
candidate). 

(</) The General Secretary shall record 
the result of the count on Form C which 
will be supplied front the Secretary’s 
Office at the same time as the list to be 
voted upon. 

He shall place Form C in the small 
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envelope labelled * Voting Result. 

Section seal the envelope and enclose 
it in the larger envelope addressed to the 
Secretary. 

This must be sent by airmail or other 
expeditious means to reach the Secretary 
within fifteen weeks from the date of 
issue of the voting list by him. 

( e ) The small envelope containing the 
voting results of the Section shall be kept 
unopened in a sealed box by the Secretary 
until the close of voting. 

It shall then be opened by the Election 
Committee. 

The larger envelope shall be kept 
separately and shall not be destroyed 
until after the voting results are an¬ 
nounced, and under the authority of the 
Executive Committee. 

(/) If the voting returns have not been 
received by the Secretary within twelve 
weeks of the date of issue of the voting 


list by hint, he shall cable the General 
Secretary concerned, informing him of 
this fact. 

The General Secretary shall immedia¬ 
tely send to the Secretary by airmail or 
other expeditious means a second (dupli¬ 
cate) voting ret uni in a sealed envelope 
marked ‘ Duplicate 

Gabled results will not be accepted. 

Voting results received after the 
closing date will be destroyed unopened 
by the Secretary in the presence of three 
members of the Executive G>mmittec, 
nominated by the said Committee, and 
the particulars of the Section from which 
the voting results were received and the 
date on which they were received, shall 
be recorded in writing, and the Secretary 
and the three members of the Executive 
Gmimittcc shall affix their signatures 
thereto. 



















DIRECTORY 1985 













DIRECTORY 

1985 


Ex-Officio Members of General Council 

President: Mrs Radha Bi/rnier 
Vice-President: Mr Sitrendra Narayan 
Secretary: Mrs Norma Y. Sastry 
Treasurer: Miss Tjioe Siang Nio 

National Societies. Federations and Presidential Agencies 


Date oF Name of Section 

Formation 

1947 Africa, East and 
Central 

1909 

Africa, South 


1956 

Africa. West* 

«. 

1929 

America. Central 


1920 

Argentina 

•• 

1895 

Australia 

• 

1912 

Austria 

M 

1911 

Belgium 

•• 

1965 

Boliviaf 

• 

1920 

Brazil 

• 

1912 

Burma 


1919 

Canada 

• 

1924 

Canada* 

• 

1920 

Chile 

. 

1937 

Colombia 

. 

1905 

Cuba 

. 

1918 

Denmark 

. 

1888 

England 

• 

1907 

Finland 

.. 

1899 

France 

•• 

1902 

Germany. West 

•• 

1928 

Greece 

•• 

1921 

Iceland 

. 


General Secretary 

Mr Kanoobhai A. Patel 

Mr Arthur Bunion 
Mr John O. K. Edusei 
Mrs Pilar Madrigal Nieto 

Mr. Juan Carlos Palmcri 

Miss Dianne Kay Kynaston ... 

Dr Norbcrt Lauppert 
Dr H. van dcr Hecht 

Mr Mario Cariaga 
Aramayo 

Mr JoSo Baptista Brito 
Pinto 

U Maung Gyi 
Mr Ted Davy 

Mrs H.B. Jackson 

Mr Mauricio Froimovich 
Mr Walter Ballesteros 
Dr Lelia F-'errutndez Pagola ... 
Mrs Marion Bcnnis 
Dr Hugh Gray 

Mrs Kyllikki Vuorinen 
Mrs Francoise Caracostea 
Mrs Eva Maas 

Mr C. Melissaropoulous 

Mrs Hclga Joakimsdottir 


Address 


P.O. Box 40476. Mufulira. 

Zambia 

P.O. Box 22023, Kloofsig. 0034 
P.O. Box 720. Accra, Ghana 

Apartado Postal 797, 1000 San Jok, 
Costa Rica 

Santiago 320, 2000 Rosario 
(Santa F£) 

4th Fir., 121 Walker Street. 

North Sydney. N S W. 2060 
Postfach 655, A—8011, Graz 
166 Rue de la Cambre, 1200 
Bruxelles 

Casilla 2083, La Paz 

R. Anita Garibaldi, 

29-10° andar. CEP 01018. Sao 
Paulo SP. 

No 102, 49th Street, East Rangoon 

2307 Sovereign Crcsent S.W., 
Calgary, Albcrta-T3C 2M3 
P.O. Box 1202, Station *Q'. Toronto. 
Ontario, M4T 2P4 

Casilla 3603, Santiago 
Carrera 6A, No. 56-40. Bogota 
P.O. Box 6365, Havana 
Bancvcj 3, Hyllested, 4261 Dalmose 

50 Gloucester Place, London 
WIH 3HJ 

Vironkatu 7c2, 00170, Helsinki I? 

4 Square Rapp, 75007 Paris 
An dcr Lachebriicke 10, D-6450 
Hanau 1 

26, Harilaou Trikoupi Street, 
Athens 10679 

Ingclfsstraeti 22. Reykjavik 
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1891 

India 

... Dr C. V. Agarwal 

. The Thcosophical Society, Varanasi 
221010 

1912 

Indonesia 

... Mr H.M. Soesiswo 

Jalan Oto Iskandardinata III/G. 336, 
Jatincgara, Jakarta Timur 

1949 

Ireland N* 

... Mr Antonio Rodriguez 

Gateway House, 242. Antrim Road, 
Belfast BTI5 2AR 

1919 

Ireland, Rep. of 

... Dr Ian Cowan 

31 Pembroke Road, Dublin 4 

1902 

Italy 

... Mr Edoardo Bratina 

,. via E. Toti 3. (Post Box 1252) 34131 
Trieste 

1948 

Malaysia! 

... Mr S. Narayanan 

.. 12 Lorong Damansarah Endah. 

Kuala Lumpur 

1919 

Mexico 

... Mr Isaac Jauli Davila 

... 16 de Septiembrc 506. Altos 205, 

Puebla, Puc 72000 

1897 

Netherlands, The 

... Mrs Inckc Vrolijk 

,. Tolstraat 154, 1074 VM Amsterdam 

1896 

New Zealand 

... Mr Jack Patterson 

.. 18 Belvedere Street, Epsom. 

Auckland 3 

1913 

Norway 

... Ms Agens Ibsen 

,.. Odd Husbysvag 82 B. 7000 
Trondheim 

1948 

Pak istanf 

... Mrs Goo! K. Minwalla 

.. *Q* House, 2nd Floor, 2 Framroze 
Road, Bath Island. Karachi 0402 

1933 

Philippines, The 

... Mr Vincente Ha6 Chin Jr 

.. Corner P, Florcntino and Iba Streets, 
Quezon City 

1921 

Portugal 

... Dr Maria G. Nobre Santos 

Campo Martires da PAtria 69, 
r/c- Dto., Lisbon 1 

1925 

Puerto Rico 

... Prof. Miguel A. Charncco 

... Apartado 1766. Corrco General, 
Hato Rcy, 009360 

1910 

Scot land t 

... Mrs Margaret T. Senior 

.. 2 Brodieshill Cottages, nr Forres. 
Moray, IV 36 OQU 

1921 

Spain 

... Dr Jos£ Maria Vendrell 

Brucct 

.. Socicdad Teosofica EspaAola. 

Rios Rosas, 25-l°-D«, Madrid 3 

1926 

Sri Lanka 

... Mr T.R. Rustomjec 

.. 127/1, Cotta Road, Colombo 8 

1895 

Sweden 

... Mrs Ing-Britt Wiklund 

Kalle Posts vag 48, S-702 29 Orebro 

1910 

Switzerland 

... Miss Elizabeth Jenny 

... Binderstrasse 62, CH—8702, 

Zollikon 

1886 

United States of 




America 

... Mrs Dora Kunz 

.. P.O. Box 270. Wheaton, Illinois 
60189-0270 

1925 

Uruguay 

... Mrs Dolores Gago dc 

Fuerte 

... J. Barrios Amorin 1085, Casilla 
de Core os 1553 

1953 

Venezuela! 

... Dr Roger Vivas-Dacanio 

... Apartado 2907, Caracas 

1922 

Wales 

... Mrs E.T. Probert 

... 21 Alfreda Road, Whitchurch, 
Cardiff CF 4 2EH 

1925 

Yugoslavia 

... Dr Augustin Gerdcn 

... Dalmatinova 9, Ljubjana 61000 


•Regional Association TPresidential Agency 


The Council of the European Federation 

of National Societies: Chairman: 

Inter-American Thcosophical Federation: President: 

Indo-Pacific Thcosophical Federation: President : 

fc'orld Thcosophical Youth Federation: Chairman: 


Mrs B. Melander, Bcleshogsv IS S-21618. 

Malmo, Sweden 

Mr Manuel Farinich, Florcncio Balcarcc 71, 1405 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Mr S. Narayanan, 12 Lorong Damansarah Endah, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Mr Arnaldo Sisson Filho, Caixa Postal 10360, 
Porto Alegre, 90000 Brazil 
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Additional Members of the General Council 

Mrs GOOL K. MINWALLA, ‘Q’ House, 2nd Floor, 2 Framroze Road, Bath Island, 
Karachi 4. Pakistan (for 1983, 1984 and 1985) 

Mr JAMES S. PERKINS. 29, Taormina Lane, Taormina, Ojai, California93023, U.S.A. 
(for 1984. 1985 and 1986) 

Dr HUGH SHEARMAN. 36, Cliftonville Road, Belfast BT 146 JY, United Kingdom 
(for 1984, 1985 and 1986) 

Mr V. WALLACE SLATER. 55, Southfields. Hendon. London NW4 4LX, England, (for 

1984, 1985 and 1986) 

Mr SEYMOUR BALLARD. 3 Manor Close, Cassington, Oxford 0X8 1ER England 
(for 1983, 1984 and 1985) 

Mrs EMILY SELLON. 949. Forest Ave., Rye, N.Y., U.S.A. (for 1984, 1985 and 1986) 
Miss JOY MILLS, Krotona 22, Ojai, California 93023, U.S.A. (for 1983, 1984 and 1985) 
Miss IANTHE H. HOSKINS, 37, Victoria Hill Road, Hextable. Swanlcy, Kent BR8 
7LL, England (for 1984, 1985 and 1986) 

Mr C.R.N. SWAMY, The Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras 600 020, India (for 1984 
1985 and 1986) 

Mr CURT BERG. Sparrisbackcn 63. S-l62-37 Vallingby, Sweden (for 1985, 1986 and 
1987) 

Mr N. MUTHUSWAMY, The Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras 600 020, India (for 

1985, 1986 and 1987) 

Mr JUAN VINAS. Florencio Balcarce 71, Buenos Aires, Argentina (for 1983,1984 and 
1985) 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES 


Of the meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society 
held at Adyar on 25 December 1984 at 8a.m. 


Present 


Mrs Radha Burnin 

Mr Surendra Narayan 

Mrs Norma Y. Sastrv 

Miss Tjioe Siang Nio 

Dr Hugh Gray 

Dr C. V. Agarwal 
Mr C. R. N. Swamv 

Mr N. Muthuswamy 

Mr H. D. Shah 


President (in the Chair) and proxy Jor Franct, 
Mexico, Sweden, Switzerland and Mr Seymour 
D. Ballard. 

Vice-President and proxy for Argentina, German 
Philippines , Uruguay and Mr Curl Berg. 

Secretary, and proxy for Belgium, Central America. 
Finland, Yugoslavia and Miss Joy Mills. 

Treasurer and proxy for Burma, Indonesia, Norway, 
Puerto Rico and Miss I. H. Hoskins. 

General Secretary, T.S. in England and prosy for 
the Netherlands and Mr. V. W. Slater. 

General Secretary', T.S. in India. 

Additional Member and proxy for Australia, 
Brazil, Italy and New Zealand. 

Additional Member. 

Present by Invitation as an Observer 


The President welcomed the members present and read the proxies. One proxy 
was invalid as it was in favour of a member who was not present. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meetings of the General Council held on 24 December 1983 and 
2 January 1984 wrre confirmed and signed. 

2. Matters arising out of the Minutes 

AuMoryaPur 

11 was reported that legal action had been initiated to remove AuMoryaPur from the 
T.S. premises, formerly occupied by the Olcott Memorial School. After shifting of the 
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Oioott Welfare Society and the Child Welfare Centre to these premises the Social 
Welfare Centre of the T.S. was officially inaugurated on the 8th May 1984. The Con¬ 
stitution of the Olcott Welfare Society had been so amended that it will always be linked 
to the Theosophical Society, thus avoiding the possibility of future conflict of interests. 

Ireland 

The President reported that Dr Ian Cowan has been elected as General Secretary 
and there is promise of a brighter future for the T.S. in Ireland. 

Scotland 

Mrs Margaret Senior was appointed as Presidential Representative. After a 
period of difficulty, it seems as if the section is improving. 

Yugoslavia 

It was reported that action had been taken as decided by the General Council on 
2 January 1984. Dr Augustin Gerden was elected as General Secretary (National 
President). The group led by the former General Secretary, Emilio Trampuz, claimed 
that they represented the authentic T.S. in Yugoslavia. Many difficulties were created 
by them, including world-wide propaganda against the officers of the European Federation 
and the International President. The President visited Ljubljana at the end of August 
in order to help the members to resolve certain problems. The visit was useful. 
Indications arc that the position of the T.S. in Yugoslavia will become stable. 

3. Confirmation of Voting Results 


(a) Election of Additional Members for the years 1985, 1986 and 1987. 


Name 

For 

Against 

Abstaining 

Total 

Mr N. Muthuswamy 

41 

— 

1 

42 

Mr Curt Berg 

40 

1 

1 

42 


Both of the above-named were declared elected as Additional Members for 
1985, 1986 and 1987. 

(b) Amendment to Rule 29 

29(d): Without prejudice to the provisions of Rule 10 , no member in good 
standing for less than two years shall have the right to vote in elections and other 
matters pertaining to Lodges , Federations , Regional Associations, National 
Societies or other duly constituted bodies of the Theosophical Society. In the case 
of newly formed Ijodges (Branches), or in other special circumstances, the General 
Secretary, or National Council or Committee, or the International Secretary , as 
the case may be , shall have the power to waive the requirements of this rule. 

The result of the voting was as follows: 

For Against Abstaining Invalid Total 

33 8 — 1 42 

The motion having received the required number of votes was declared adopted. 
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(c) Amendment to Rule 33 

Any seven fellows may apply to be chartered as a Lodge (Branch). 
In a country where no National Society exists the application must be 
forwarded to the President of the Society through the Secretary. 

The Presidents, Secretaries and other Officers, including Committee Members, 
of lodges ( Branches) shall have been members in good standing for not less than 
two consecutive years immediately prior to their election. In the case of newly 
formed Lodges [Branches), or in other special circumstances, the General Secretary 
or Motional Council or Committee, or the International Secretary, as the case may 
be, shall have the power to waive the requirements of this rule. 

Three or more members, but less than seven, may apply for certification 
as an Official Study Centre, but such Official Study Centres shall 
not be considered as units to be counted in application for the formation 
of a National Society. 

The result of the voting was as follows: 

For Against Abstaining Invalid Total 

36 5 — 1 42 

The motion having received the required number of votes was declared adopted. 

(d) Amendment to Rule 38 

38(b): General Secretaries, Regional Secretaries, Organizing Secretaries and 
other Officers, including Committee Members of National Societies and Regional 
Associations, shall have been members in good standing for not less than thee 
consecutive years, immediately prior to their election to the office concerned. 
Provided that in special circumstances, the National Council or Committee shall halt 
power to waive the requirements of this rule. 

The result of the voting was as follows: 

For Against Abstaining Invalid Total 

37 4 — 1 42 

The motion having received the required number of votes was declared adopted. 

It was noted that the final form of the above amendments was decided after taking 
into consideration the views and comments received from Sections all over the world. 

4. Comments on Suggested Addition to Rule 29 

The comments sent in by various members were read and discussed. It was agreed 
that the President and Vice-President w'ith the help of anybody else they may wish to coopt 
should decide the wording of the proposed addition to Rule 29 and it should be circulated 
for voting. 


5. Report of the Non-English Publications Fund Committee for the yesr 
ending 30 September 1984 


The report for the ycai was presented by the Vice-President. 
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The Non-English Publications Fund Committee for the year 1985 shall consist of 

the following: 

President .. .. .. .. Chairman * - 

Vice-President .. .. .. .. Vice-Chairman 

Mrs Helen Gething, Chairman, T.P.H., London .. Member 

Mr Clarence Pedersen, Publication Manager, T.P.H., Wheaton Member 
Mr C.R.N. Swamv, Publication Manager, T.P.H., Adyar Member 

Miss Joy Mills .. .. .. .. Member 

The Chairman, European Federation .. .. Member 

The Chairman, Inter-American Federation .. .. Member 

6. Appointment of the International Finance Committee for 1985 

The following were appointed members of the International Finance Committee 
for the year 1985: 

Mrs Radha Bumier .. President 

Mr Surcndra Narayan .. Vice-President 

Dr Hugh Gray 

Mrs Dora Kunz 

Mr Curt Berg 

Mr Michael Chapotin 

7. Report of the Executive Committee for the year ending 30 September 

1984 

A summary ol the Executive Committee’s Minutes for 1983-84 was received and 
discussed. 

The following were appointed as members of the Executive Committee for 1985: 

Mrs Radha Burnio .. President 

Mr Surcndra Narayan .. Vice-President 

Mrs Norma Y. Sasti v .. Secretary 

Miss Tjioc Siang Nio .. Treasurer 

Mr C. R. N. Swamy .. General Council Member 

Mr N. Muthuswamy .. General Council Member 

Mr John Clarke 

Mr Ch. Sankar Rao 

Mr R. Gopalaratnam 

Mr K. Visvanathan 

8. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the year ending 30 September 

1984 

It was noted that in spite of the heavy expenditure on the various items of Main¬ 
tenance the over-all financial position was not unsatisfactory. 

9. Revised Budget for the year ending 30 September 1985 

The budget w'as considered and adopted. 
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10. Appointment of Auditors for the year ending 30 September 1985 

N. A. Xaganathan & Co. were appointed as Auditors for the year ending 
30 September 1985 on the prevailing terms. 

11. Any Other Business 

(a) Based on problems arising in some sections, it was felt that the Rules and 
Regulations of the Thcosophical Society may be suitably amended to provide 
that: 

(i) the General Secretary of a section shall generally be resident in that 
section. 

(ii) instead of being appointed or othei wise selected, as presently provided in 
Rule 38, the General Secretary of a section shall be elected , according to 
a procedure to be laid down in the rules of the section, for a term not 
exceeding three years, there being no bar on his reclection for subsequent 
terms. 

(b) Rule 27 lays down that any person residing in Adyar under permission 
granted by the President shall, on a fortnight’s notice given by or on behalf of 
the President, unconditionally quit the premises before the expiry of that 
period. A case may sometimes arise where the circumstances are so serious 
that the person concerned should vacate the premises immediately at, say, 
twentyfour hours notice. It was felt, therefore, that the rule should be 
amended to dispense with the notice period of a fortnight. 





















